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President’s Message

Welcome to the end of fiscal year 2019-2020. This has been 
a challenging year for all of us, however, civil engineers are 
resilient and perseverant. As a year-end review, the state 
of the Los Angeles Section is strong. In October 2019 
we hosted the Awards Luncheon at the Hyatt Regency in 
Long Beach, which was well attended and supported by 
the membership. That same month a large number of our 
members attended the ASCE National Conference in Miami, 
Florida. The Multi-Region Leadership Conference was held 
near the San Francisco Airport in January, which again 

drew record attendance from the Los Angeles Section. We hosted a dinner during 
the conference for the Section, which included 125 members and students. The Life 
Member Forum held their Brunch in March with ASCE President-Elect Jean-Louis Briaud 
as the speaker. The pandemic has not stopped ASCE, and all of our organizations are 
continuing to meet virtually. To facilitate this, the Section has a paid Zoom account to 
help groups that do not already have their own software license.

One of our major initiatives this year was the scanning of the Section’s historical 
documents, which date to 1913. So far, we have 569 separate documents scanned, 
which includes all of 1927. These documents are  word searchable PDFs and can be 
accessed from our new website: http://www.ascelasection.org/. Although the pandemic 
has slowed the scanning process, our volunteers continue to make progress. Please 
check back each month as additional documents are added. If you would like information 
regarding a specific year, please let us know and we can make it a priority.

The Los Angeles Section’s new, modern website represents a complete replacement that 
is now mobile friendly. A revived website committee is being formed that will coordinate 
updates and add pages. A special thanks to our President-Elect Seema Shah-Fairbanks 
for all her help in completing the project. She coordinated with our vendor and prepared 
much of the layouts herself. It was a tremendous effort and we are grateful.

Speaking of Seema, her term as President of the Los Angeles Section starts on October 
1st. We held the annual Leadership Retreat virtually on August 13, 2020. There are many 
great leaders at all levels of ASCE for this upcoming fiscal year and I am very excited 
for them. 
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The Government Relations Committee 
(GRC) of Region 9 exists to monitor 
State legislative activity emanating from 
Sacramento with an interest in evaluating 
and acting upon legislation that will impact 
our profession, infrastructure, regulatory 
controls and other State initiatives. The 
GRC is also actively engaged in the annual 
ASCE advocacy day in Sacramento.

The legislative year begins each January 
and this year started true to typical form in 

that many legislative bills of interest were initiated. These bills ranged 
from efforts to enhance building seismic preparation requirements, 
setting up some additional infrastructure funding through bonds, 
and clarification of the definition of surveying, among many others. 
The GRC held monthly teleconference meetings with interested 
committee members and reviewed and monitored legislation in 
January, February and March, recommending positions on legislation 
for Board approval. During this time, however, the Covid-19 pandemic 
hit the State and the legislature adjourned without taking action on 
any but a few emergency legislative bills. While both houses of the 
Legislature held routine hearings early in March, it became apparent 
by the third week of that month that business as usual was no longer 
“business as usual.” As of March 20th, both houses recognized that 
pursuant to the Governor’s March 4th proclamation of a state-wide 
emergency related to Covid-19, and his subsequent orders to prohibit 
large public meetings, there was an urgent need to approve, and the 
Legislature passed, an emergency $1.1 billion spending authorization 
for Covid-19 response. The legislature then recessed their sessions.

By mid-May, with the June 15th State constitutional requirement to 
pass a budget in mind, the Assembly briefly returned to sessions 
to hold budget hearings. In large part, this was in response to the 
Governor’s “May budget revision” that called for significant cuts to 
state spending based upon projections of major reductions in state 
revenue, exacerbated by the decision to delay most April 15th tax 
payments until July. The Senate also returned to sessions and both 
legislative houses eventually passed a perfunctory budget by the 
deadline that was “balanced” upon a number of assumptions of 
Federal support and drawdowns of the State’s reserve funds. Later in 
June, the Assembly passed a handful of budget cleanups and headed 
back home until the middle of July, the Senate soon followed suit. 
The legislative houses returned to sessions in Sacramento as of July 
27th. No significant legislation on infrastructure or civil engineering 
is expected to move forward by the legislative deadline of August 
31st. The Governor has until September 30th to approve or veto 
legislation. The GRC, comprising about a dozen active members, 
continued to meet monthly and have diligently volunteered their time 
to assist the process of legislation review. I thank them for their 
commitments and efforts. 

Our signature advocacy event is our Sacramento fly-in, our advocacy 
day. This is typically held during the second week of May. The 
committee is responsible for coordinating the annual Region 9 
Legislative Fly-In and the follow up local visits, which are intended to 
encourage an ongoing dialogue between ASCE members and their 
legislators on issues of importance to ASCE. This year, following a 
year in the planning and coordination, we were scheduled to have 
a joint advocacy day with members of ACEC and members of 
APWA. This collaborative effort was conceived and planned to break 
down barriers between our groups and to strengthen the impact 
engineers would have when calling upon their elected officials to 
make infrastructure funding and other issues a priority. ACEC was 
kind enough to spend significant staff time to set up the event for 
the benefit of all. Unfortunately, this event had to be cancelled due to 
Covid-19. We will seek to set up this important event again as soon 
as it is safe to do so and will also plan to open it up to participation 
by other like-minded professional organizations. 

In the meantime, in the short term, as face to face visits are not 
recommended for health reasons, it is important for all of us to 
become virtual advocates for our profession and infrastructure. 
I recommend that you maintain contact with your elected officials 
through their websites and any virtual town halls they may hold. And, 
very importantly, I recommend you become a key contact of ASCE. 
This helps the Society to advocate at the Federal level and it is simple 
to do. Volunteer to become a Key Contact at https://www.asce.org/
keycontacts/ 

The ASCE Region 9 Government Relations Committee actively 
monitors and recommends positions on statewide legislative and 
regulatory proposals that affect civil engineers and support the 
standing policies of ASCE.  If you would like to learn more about the 
activities of the Region 9 Government Relations Committee or join 
this committee, please contact me at KRosenfield@lagunahillsca.gov.

A RT I C L E

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Government Relations Committee Update
ASCE Region 9 

by Kenneth H. Rosenfield, P.E., F.ASCE, Chair, ASCE Region 9 Government Relations Committee
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Lastly, thank you for allowing me to serve this year as President. I 
would like to thank you all of you for your support, including Seema 
Shah-Fairbanks, Steven King, Jerry Burke, Yaz Emrani, John Rogers, 
and Ken Rosenfield. And I would also like to add a special thanks 

to my home branch in Bakersfield, Southern San Joaquin. We have 
the best Section in all ASCE and I have every confidence that it will 
continue to be so.

Barry Broome, CEO of the Greater Sacramento Economic Council
Felicia Marcus, JD, Former Chair, California State Water Resources Control Board

Jean-Louis Briaud, Ph.D., PE, D.GE, DIST.M. ASCE, 2019-2020 ASCE President-Elect

“““DDDDRIRIRIRIVIVIVIVINGNGNGNG THTHTHTHEEEE EEEECOCOCOCONONONOMYMYMYMY

     FFFF      ORORORORWAWAWAWARDRDRDRD WWWIW TH IIIINFRARARAASTSTSTSTRURURURUCTCTCTCTURURURUREEEE””””

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:

More information at www.caisregion9.org

http://www.caisregion9.org
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Governor Gavin Newsom released a final 
version of his Water Resilience Portfolio. 
The Administration’s blueprint is intended 
to ensure California can cope with more 
extreme droughts and floods, rising 
temperatures, declining fish populations, 
over-reliance on groundwater and other 
challenges. The portfolio outlines 142 
state actions to help build a climate-
resilient water system in the face of 
climate change. The actions tie directly to 
Administration efforts to carry out recent 

laws regarding safe and affordable drinking water, groundwater 
sustainability and water-use efficiency. State agencies are expected 
to track and share progress on portfolio implementation with an 
annual report and stakeholder gathering. For more information, visit 
www.waterresilience.ca.gov.

Legislation. Update on bills that are moving
AB 310 (Santiago D-Los Angeles) [Gut and amend] Would, among 
other things, establish the Infrastructure and Economic Development 
Bank Commission and place the I-Bank under the supervision of the 
commission. The bill would require that the commission be comprised 
of the Governor, the Treasurer, the Controller, or their designees. The 
bill would require the commission to appoint members of the bank 
board, as specified. The bill would eliminate the I-Bank Fund spending 
limit with respect to educational facilities, environmental mitigation 
measures, and parks and recreational facilities. Senate Governance 
and Finance Committee

AB 2285 (Committee on Transportation) Transportation. Makes 
various non-controversial changes to transportation-related statutes. 
Specifically, this bill: 1) Extends the requirement for a person driving 
a vehicle to slow down and move over for certain stationary vehicles 
displaying flashing amber or emergency lights on the freeway to also 
apply on local streets and roads; 2) Extends the pilot program for 
alternative license plates and vehicle registrations issued by the DMV 
until January 1, 2023; 3) Continuously appropriates interest earnings 
derived from revenues deposited in the RMRA to Caltrans for 
maintenance of the state highway system or purposes of the SHOPP; 
4)Extends by one year, until January 1, 2022, the requirement that 
CARB dedicates 20% of California Clean Truck, Bus, and Off-Road 
Vehicle and Equipment Technology Program (Clean Truck Program) 
to support early commercial deployment of existing zero- and near-
zero-emission heavy-duty trucks. Senate Transportation Committee

AB 2800 (Quirk D-Hayward) Climate change: infrastructure planning. 
Existing law requires the Natural Resources Agency to update its 
climate adaptation strategy, known as the Safeguarding California 
Plan by July 1, 2017, and every three years after that, by coordinating 
adaptation activities among lead state agencies in each sector. This 

bill eliminates the sunset on the Climate-Safe Infrastructure Working 
Group. Senate Natural Resources and Wildlife Committee. ASCE 
position: Support 

 AB 2932 (O’Donnell D-Long Beach) Allows the City of Long Beach to 
use the design-build contracting process to award contracts for curb 
ramps that are compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Senate Consent Calendar.

AB 3005 (Rivas, Robert D-Hollister) Expedites permitting and 
contracting requirements in order to facilitate the replacement of the 
Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir (Anderson Dam). Senate Natural 
Resources and Wildlife Committee

SB 995 (Atkins D-San Diego) Extends for four years the Jobs and 
Economic Improvement Through Environmental Leadership Act 
of 2011 (AB 900) until 2025; and makes housing projects that 
meet certain requirements, including specified affordable housing 
requirements, eligible for certification under the Act. Assembly 
Natural Resources

CEQA Statutory Exemptions
Three bills were “gutted and amended” to create new CEQA statutory 
exemptions.

SB 55 (Jackson D-Santa Barbara) until January 1, 2025, would exempt 
from the requirements of CEQA emergency shelters or supportive 
housing projects meeting certain requirements. The bill would require 
an agency that determines that an emergency shelter or supportive 
housing project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to these provisions to 
file a notice of exemption with the Office of Planning and Research.

SB 288 (Wiener D-San Francisco) would provide a CEQA exemption 
to sustainable transportation projects — public transportation, bike 
safety, and pedestrian projects.

SB 974 (Hurtado D-Sanger) Exempts from CEQA projects that 
primarily benefit a small disadvantaged community water system by 
improving the water system’s water quality, water supply, or water 
supply reliability; by encouraging water conservation; or by providing 
drinking water service to existing residences within a disadvantaged 
community where there is evidence of contaminated or depleted 
drinking water wells. 

New Reports of Interest
CALPIRG Education Fund released an updated “interactive map” of 
results reported by schools from tests of lead found in their drinking 
fountains, finds “more than 2,100 school drinking fountains tested 
positive for lead at 1,300 schools in the state over the past three 
years,” also finds “nearly 18 percent of all California schools required 
to test have still not reported results.”

A RT I C L E

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

State Investments and Legislative Update
by Richard Markuson, CA Region 9 Legislative Advocate

continued on page 5
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The California Transit Assn. has released “Transit is Essential: 
Recommendations for the Future of Transit,” finds transit agencies 
“are facing and existential threat that jeopardizes the economic, 
social and physical well-being of the communities in which they 
operate,” recommendations include: “direct riders to wear face 
coverings; support installation of protective barriers for operators 
where feasible… provide emergency funding to transit agencies.”

Legislative Analyst’s Office has released its “Supplemental Report of 
the 2020-21 Budget Act,” which outlines “statements of legislative 
intent that were adopted during deliberations on the 2020-21 budget 
package,” including California Dept. of Corrections and Rehabilitation’s 
“Prison Infrastructure Improvement Strategy,” in which by January 
10, 2022, the department “shall submit to the budget committees 

of each house and the Legislative Analyst’s Office a report containing 
an assessment of all special repair/deferred maintenance projects 
estimated to cost over $5 million and all major capital outlay projects 
that are likely to be needed over the next ten years or more.” 

Appointments of Interest

By Governor:

To North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board: Shaunna 
McCovey, McKinleyville, director of natural resources and 
governmental affairs for Resighini Rancheria since 2020. 

A RT I C L E	 continued from page 4                 
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

The Geo-Institute has selected Thomas L. Brandon, 
Ph.D., P.E., M.ASCE, and Binod Tiwari, Ph.D., P.E., 
F.ASCE to receive the 2020 Thomas A. Middlebrooks 
Award for the paper “Characterization of the Reduction 
in Undrained Shear Strength in Fine-Grained Soils due 
to Cyclic Loading,” published in the May 2019 issue 
of Journal of Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental 
Engineering. Dr. Tiwari is an Associate Professor of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering at California State 
University, Fullerton. Dr. Brandon is the Director of the 
W.C. English Geotechnical Research Laboratory at 
Virginia Tech. Please join us in congratulating them on 
this honor.

A RT I C L E

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Award Winners

Jim FraizerThomas L. Brandon, Ph.D., P.E., M.ASCE Jim FraizerBinod Tiwari, Ph.D., P.E., F.ASCE
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This will be my last official communique 
as the outgoing Region 9 Governor from 
the Los Angeles Section. It has been an 
honor and privilege serving members of 
ASCE Region 9 and especially the Los 
Angeles Section, and all I can say is wow, 
how time flies! 

Region 9 has a very strong Board 
consisting of Governors representing the 
four sections of Region 9, which include 
Los Angeles, San Diego, San Francisco, 

and Sacramento, as well as two At-Large Governors and a Director. 
Additionally, serving on the Board are the presidents of the four 
sections and chairs of the various Region 9 committees that provide 
invaluable updates and input. 

I was fortunate to have served in various roles during my tenure on 
the Region 9 Board including serving as the Vice Chair of the Board 
last year. Additionally, my role has included serving as the Chair of the 
Infrastructure Policy Committee (IPC). I have also served as the Chair 
of the Nominating Committee, where I am happy to report that we 
were able to nominate a very good candidate, Tapas Dutta, who was 
recently voted in by the membership, and whom will be replacing me 
as the incoming Los Angeles Section Governor, starting on October 
1, 2020. I wish Tapas the best and am confident that he will do a 
great job. 

In reflecting on my ASCE service, although I had been involved with 
ASCE since college, this involvement became much more pronounced 
after I moved from Texas to California over 20 years ago. I found my 
local Orange County Branch to be a vibrant and active community 
and decided to transition into a much more active role; first through 
my involvement with the Orange County Infrastructure Report Card 
and then joining the Orange County Branch Board and eventually 
becoming the President of the Branch in 2007. 

My first involvement with Region 9, however, came in January 2006, 
when I was asked by the great Carl Blum, the first Director of the 
newly formed Region 9 Board, to take on the role of Co-Chair for a 
first ever state-wide infrastructure report card. This was a daunting 
task and something that had never been done before in California. 
There had been a handful of other statewide report cards done at 
that time, but California is unique and we wanted to make sure that 
our final product is comprehensive, accurate and can withstand any 
arrows that are thrown at it. To add to the pressure, earlier, in May of 
that year, California lawmakers approved a series of bills that would 
place a record $42 billion public works spending plan before voters 
in November. Our goal was to educate the voters on the condition 
of the infrastructure in California in a credible, comprehensive, and 
defendable manner, so they could have all the facts at their disposal 
to help with their voting decision.

I appreciated the confidence placed in me by Carl, and together with 
my other Co-Chair, Mike Kincaid, was able to put together a great 
team of almost 100 volunteers to get this done and release the 
first ever California Infrastructure Report Card (CAIRC) in September 
2006. The report card generated a lot of publicity on the condition 
of the infrastructure in our state, especially since the grades were 
not what people expected. The report card release was a great 
experience but it was made much sweeter a few weeks later, when 
California voters approved the infrastructure bond package. 

My involvement with Region 9 continued as the Co-Chair of the 
Infrastructure Report Card Committee and in 2012 Mike Kincaid and 
I were able to bring a lot of the veterans of the original CAIRC back 
plus we added new volunteers to update the 2006 CAIRC. The 2012 
update of the CAIRC was released in September 2012, almost six 
years to the date of the original report card.  I continued my service 
on the Region 9 Board as the President of the Los Angeles Section 
in 2014 and eventually was elected to my current position in 2017.

Speaking of the Region 9 Board, we have accomplished a lot 
over the last three years. These have included releasing the 2019 
California Infrastructure Report Card, which was an update to the 
2012 CAIRC, thanks to the efforts of John Hogan and Tony Akel, and 
their great team of volunteers. We hosted the annual Legislative Day 
events at the Capitol Mall in Sacramento.  The Region Board also 
continued holding its annual main event, the California Infrastructure 
Symposium & Region 9 Awards Dinner, each year, partnering with 
the local Sections including San Francisco in 2018, and San Diego 
in 2019. Our 2020 event was scheduled to be held in Sacramento 
earlier this year, however, it had to be postponed unfortunately, 
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. But fear not; where there is a will, 
there is a way, and as engineers we always find a solution to any 
challenge. In this case, we will be holding a virtual symposium on 
September 25, 2020. The 2020 Symposium Chair, Mike Konieczki 
and the entire Symposium Committee have done a great job putting 
together an excellent program. This year’s symposium is packed with 
great speakers from across the state and promises to be a very 
informative program that you can participate in, from the comfort of 
your own office or home!

Region 9 has also continued to advocate for infrastructure related 
bills that are of interest and value to our membership and to that end 
the Government Relations Committee has continued to do a great job 
leading this charge. I would like to thank Richard Markuson of Pacific 
Advocacy Group, the Region Board’s legislative advocate.  Richard 
has done a great job in his legislative liaison work, outreach, and 
reports. One of the great benefits of serving on the Region 9 Board 
is that you get to meet a lot of different ASCE members from across 
the state. I have especially enjoyed meeting a lot of students and YMF 
members over these past few years and I am very excited to see the 
continued level of enthusiasm and involvement across Region 9.

A RT I C L E

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Outgoing Region Governor’s Perspective 
by Yazdan T. Emrani, P.E., M.ASCE, ASCE Region 9 Governor from the Los Angeles Section

continued on page 7
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Finally, I would like to take this opportunity and thank my fellow 
Governors and Board members for their dedicated service, friendship 
and comradery. There are couple of folks that I would like to 
specifically thank; first being Kwame Agyare, our outgoing Director, 
for his leadership, especially in the active role he took on the ASCE 
National Board of Direction policies and initiatives. Next would be 
Anne Ettley, our Region 9 coordinator extraordinaire! She has been 
great at making sure we are all on task with all things Region 9 and to 
top it off, she has spoiled us with her fantastic cupcake baking skills! 
Last but not least, I would like to welcome our incoming Director, 
Kenneth Rosenfield who will be taking office on October 1st. I have 

no doubts that Ken will do a great job and will continue the tradition 
of excellent leadership for Region 9.

In closing, although my role as Region 9 Governor is ending, my 
involvement will not. I am looking forward to continuing my service 
to Region 9 as the Chair of the IPC and to help promote Region 
9’s message on policy issues especially in support of the need for 
continued infrastructure investment. If you would like to help or 
volunteer with any of our efforts, please feel free to contact me at 
yazemrani@gmail.com.	

ASCE members in Lebanon have helped lead the recovery effort in 
the aftermath of an explosion that shook the Port of Beirut at 6:08 
p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 4, in the center of the densely populated capital.

The destruction extended across a four-mile radius, with casualties 
reported at 220 dead, 6,000 injured and 300,000 left homeless.

“What motivated all of us is passion for our beloved country of 
Lebanon and the sense of serving we acquired when we lived abroad,” 
said ASCE Lebanon Section President Antoine “Tony” Gergess, P.E., 
F.ASCE, a professor at the University of Balamand.

Members of the ASCE Lebanon Section, as well as local ASCE 
student members, volunteered to assess damage. A team headed 
by Section President-Elect Michel Bouchedid, A.M.ASCE, performed 
visual inspections of 66 lots, which included residential, commercial 
and office buildings, with the objective of checking the structural 
integrity and safety of the skeleton structure. Structures ranged from 
high-rise and multistory buildings to historical houses constructed 
two centuries ago.

The team comprised ASCE members skilled in structural assessment 
and experts in electromechanical systems and exterior and interior 
architecture. Damage caused by the pressure wave that the blast 
generated included the destruction of façade walls, glass, furniture, 
electrical, sanitary and water systems, as well as complete building 
collapse in many cases.

“In hard times like this – the worst I have ever seen, although I survived 
the civil war in Lebanon and Hurricane Andrew in Miami – engineers 
must share not only their skill and knowledge but also provide support 
and relief to the people who were devastated,” Gergess said. “Here 
I salute the young volunteers, specifically university students, taking 
immediate action to help those in need without fear.”

Volunteers from student chapters – including Lebanese American 
University, the American University of Beirut and Beirut Arab 

University, among others – helped to clean debris and provided 
assistance to residents. The ASCE AUB Student Chapter, led by its 
advisor Dr. Georges Saad, is also helping to renovate one of the 
ancient schools, Collège des Freres du Sacré Coeur, which was 
severely affected by the explosion.

Additionally, Region 10 Director Elias Sayah is working with the Holy 
Spirit University of Kaslik to make a donation to help repair two 
houses damaged by the explosion. The ASCE Student Chapter at the 
university is assisting with the repairs.

Sayah also has volunteered to pay the tuition of two students affected 
by the explosion.

ASCE President K.N. Gunalan and Region 10 Director Elias Sayah 
visited Saint Joseph University in Beirut during the annual presidential 
trip this February.

The overall reconstruction process will be further complicated by the 
fact that the obliterated Port of Beirut previously accommodated 80 
percent of the country’s imports and exports. But Gergess remains 
steadfast.

“Beirut will always rise, and knowing the sheer will of the Lebanese 
people, we are more optimistic and determined than ever,” Gergess 
said. “I am not sure the country is on the path yet toward recovery, 
but by combining efforts, Beirut will heal, and Lebanon will not fall.”

Learn more about how you can donate to https://rmfusa.org/

A RT I C L E

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ASCE Members in Lebanon Lift Beirut in Aftermath of Explosion 
by Staff
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The Tradition Continues; 
Setting Section Goals for 
2010 

October marks the beginning of the Section fiscal year and 
changes to the Section Board.  this is the traditional time 
of the year for the incoming Section President to report the 

goals that have been set for the coming year.  As Section President, I will work diligently 
toward achieving the goals outlined below.  Of course I cannot accomplish this alone 
and will have the privilege of working with the Section Board, committees, and technical 
Groups.  Let me briefly highlight the makeup of the incoming Board which consists of 
the incoming Presidents from the Branches, a representative from the Younger Member 
Forum and Life Member Forum, and the new and returning Board officers.

We are fortunate to have several existing Board members that will fill out the remainder 
of their terms.  these include Don Sepulveda as Past President, Janice Horcasitas as 
Secretary, and Sonia Nasser as Vice President of technical Groups.  It would be hard to 
find anyone with more experience at the Student chapter, Branch, Section, and Society 
levels of AScE than Don.  We are fortunate to have his insight into the inner workings of 
AScE for another year.  Janice’s experience as Secretary will keep the administrative 
functions of the Section running smoothly, and Sonia’s experience gained while serving 
in positions at the Branch and Section level is a valuable asset to the Board.

We welcome the new officers including: President-Elect Greg Heiertz; Karen Sepulveda 
as Vice President of Student Activities, and Gary Gilbert as treasurer.  Greg’s experi-
ence as President of the Orange county Branch, one of the largest Section Branches, 
will provide valuable input from the Branch perspective.  Karen’s extensive experience 
as a member of, and working with, Student chapters over several years and her passion 
for working with students will greatly enhance our student activities.  Gary’s enthusiasm 
for AScE and his past experience serving in several positions in the Orange county 
Branch will assure our financial shop is kept in order.

I have served on the Board as an Officer with three Section Presidents: John Morris, 
Mark Norton, and Don Sepulveda.  I will do my best to maintain the high standards they 
have set and will work with the Board to build on their accomplishments and the pro-
grams they set in motion.

At the training and Planning Workshop held in August, members from throughout the 
Section, who will be serving in a leadership capacity in the coming year, came together 
to learn how AScE and the Section are organized and function.  I would like to thank 
those members who are willing to step forward and take on leadership responsibility for 
the benefit of the Section and the civil engineering profession.  the Section draft 2009 
Strategic Plan was presented at the workshop for review and comment.  Based on the 
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ASCE LA Section Presents 
Virtual Night at the Civil Engineering Oscars 

2020 Officer Installation & Awards Banquet
THURSDAY ◊ OCTOBER 22 ◊ 6:00 PM—8:00 PM  

Questions can be directed :
Gayle Stewart at gstewart@gsecorp.org or Mimi Luk mluk@gsecorp.org

Become an Event Sponsor and Register for the Event!
Complementary Ticket for Awardees, ASCE Members and Guest 

https://tiny.cc/2w1psz

Celebrate Project and Individual Achievements
Desert Area Branch (Mono and Inyo Counties)

Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch
Orange County Branch

San Bernardino-Riverside Branch
San Luis Obispo Branch

Santa Barbara-Ventura Branch
Southern San Joaquin Branch (Kern County)

SIGN ME UP! I want to support ASCE LA Section by sponsoring the Annual Officers Installation and Awards Celebration and take 
advantage of the promotional opportunities afforded to me as a selected sponsor (check one).

Title Sponsor ___ Platinum ____       Gold  ____  Silver  ____ Bronze  ____  

Company Name: _____________________________________________________________
Contact Name: _______________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________   Fax: _________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________________________

PLEASE return form and check payable to:
ASCE LA Section, 1405 Warner Ave., Ste. B, Tustin, CA 92780

To pay by credit card, go to https://tiny.cc/2w1psz

Benefit Title Sponsor Platinum 
Sponsor Gold Sponsor Silver Sponsor Bronze 

Sponsor
$5000 $3000 $1500 $750 $500

Logo and Company Name in Digital Program X X X X X

Logo on display at Event X X X X X
Acknowledgement during Event X X X X X
Logo on display on Website  X X X X X
Newsletter Publicity 
 December Issue – Name Listed X X X X X

 ½ Page Ad for 2021 calendar year ($5115 value)
X

 Business Card Ad for 2021 calendar year ($450 
value)

X X X X

 ½ Page Ad Space ($465 value)  X
 ¼ Page Ad Space ($300 value) X
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Geotechnical   |   Environmental  | Testing and Inspection

Irvine
Bakersfield
Los Angeles
Palm Desert

Rancho Cucamonga
San Diego

Santa Clarita
Temecula
Ventura 

www.leightongroup.com
Thomas C. Benson, Jr., PE, GE | President and CEO

GENTERRA Consultants, Inc.
Joseph J. Kulikowski, P.E., G.E.
President and Senior Principal Engineer

15375 Barranca Parkway, Building L
Irvine, California 92618

Tel: 949.753.8766 
Fax:  949.753.8887
joekul@genterra.com

www.genterra.com

CIVIL ENGINEERING • GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING • DAMS AND LEVEES
CERTIFIED SMALL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE

SERVICES PROVIDED NATIONWIDE
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800.721.1916
www.deainc.com
www.hfinc.com

IS NOW

CALIFORNIA LOCATIONS: Los Angeles • Ontario • Sacramento • San Diego
 Santa Barbara • Santa Clarita • Temecula • Tustin • Victorville

ADVANCED ENGINEERING SOFTWARE

Software written & supported by the
AUTHORS OF THE COUNTY MANUALS

advancedengineeringsoftware.com
 SD: (760) 510-5940, OC: (657) 229-0090

KIEWIT INFRASTRUCTURE WEST CO.
10704 Shoemaker Ave., Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

(562) 946-1816
www.kiewit.com

Geotechnical Stabilization, Inc.

1566 Sterling Court ■ Escondido, CA 92029-1208
Phone (760) 489-6696     Fax (760) 489-6697

Chemical Grouting Compaction Grouting
PressGrout Piles Helical Piers

Amer R. Al-Alusi, P.E.
President

alusi@gsigrout.com

 ■  

 

 

 
415 W. OCEAN BOULEVARD, LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90802 

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442  Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail:  hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

Hayim Ninyo
Ted Miyake

Hayim Ninyo
Ted Miyake

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442   Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail:  hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

E n v i r o n m e n t a l       F a c i l i t i e s       G e o t e c h n i c a l       M a t e r i a l s

13 5 5  E .  C o o l e y  D r i v e  |  S u i t e  C  |  C o l t o n ,  C A  9 2 3 2 4
 ( 909)  824 - 7311 |  ch j c o n s u l t a n t s . c o m

CHJ CONSULTANTS IS NOW  
A TERRACON COMPANY!
CHJ CONSULTANTS IS NOW  
A TERRACON COMPANY!

2017_0426_CHJ_ASCE_BusinessCardAd_FINAL.indd   1 4/26/17   12:47 PM

Planning/Urban Design  •  Transportation/Traffic
Land Development  •  Water Resources  •  Structures 

Survey/Mapping  •  Public Works  •  Surface Water

801 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 250, Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Anna Lantin, PE, Senior Vice President, (949) 472-3461

We Make a Difference

Balancing the Natural and Built Environment

Civil Engineering   Land Surveying
Construction Management   Environmental Consulting
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............................................................................
Reminder: 
Copy deadline for the July 2020 issue is June 1, 2020; copy deadline for 

the June 2020 issue is July 1, 2020.
............................................................................

MATERIALS SUBMISSION INFORMATION

All graphic materials submitted for use in the ASCE newsletter should 
have all fonts outlined, and links included; EPS or PDF files preferred. 
Other formats are Adobe InDesign or Adobe Illustrator (any version); 
additional acceptable file formats are JPEG or TIFF files (minimum 300 
dpi). Images embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent 
separately, at a minimum resolution of 300 dpi at the display size desired. 
Collected files, including links and fonts, should be compressed and 
e-mailed, or sent on CD or Zip disk (provide return address). Business 
cards can be submitted electronically as well, or send clean, crisp, B&W 
laser print, unfolded. This publication’s size is 8½” x 11”.

National ASCE (800) 548-2723 (ASCE)

Access National ASCE at:  www.asce.org

L.A. Section web site at:  
www.ascelasection.org

CALL FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS

WATER POLICY
Dolores Salgado - dsalgado@iecorporation.com

LEGISLATIVE
Vacant - sking@octa.net

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR
Vacant - sking@octa.net

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
Dr. Keith Thomsen via sking@octa.net

D. Bruce Corkle, PE
T: 323 889 5300
F: 323 721 6700

 | General Civil Engineering
 | Geotechnical/Seismic 
Engineering

 | Materials Inspection/Testing
 | Environmental Science/
Engineering/Compliance

 | Planning and NEPA/CEQA 6001 Rickenbacker Road
Commerce, California 

USA 90040-3031

www.woodplc.com

rrmdesign.com

CIVIL ENGINEERS • STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS • SURVEYORS 
ARCHITECTS • LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS • PLANNERS

We bring 
infrastructure 
projects 
to life

523 West 6th Street, Suite 1200
Los Angeles, CA 90014 

askstantec@stantec.com

Design with community in mind
stantec.com

P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Los Angeles Section
Monthly:  Est. 1913 1405 Warner Ave. 

Suite B
Tustin, CA 92780

Postmaster: 	 This contains time-sensitive materials.
	  Please deliver promptly.

This newsletter is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC)-certified paper using 
soy-based ink. 

Please send all copy to the Editor by
the first of the month preceding publication.

Identification Statement
	 ASCE Newsletter, (ISSN 0273-6233) 
	 is published monthly by ASCE, 
	 Los Angeles Section, 1405 Warner Ave. 
	 Tustin, California 92780. Subscription price 
	 included in Section dues of $55.

Circulation
	 Circulated monthly (except for a joint 
	 July/August issue) to the 5,000 subscribing 

members of the Los Angeles Section, ASCE.

NEWNEW Advertising Rates    
Employment Ads	D isplay Ads

$100/column inch	 1/8 page $200
		  1/4 page $300
		  1/2 page $465
		  1 page $740

Professional Directory

$450 per business card for a full year 
(Additional fees may be applied for typesetting. 
Please call for information.)

Position Wanted Ads

No cost to L.A. Section members.

For more advertising and billing information, 
please contact Gayle Stewart at (714) 258-8306 
or gstewart@associationplanet.com

National ASCE (800) 548-2723 (ASCE)
Access National ASCE at: www.asce.org

L.A. Section web site at: www.ascelasection.org

Newsletter Information 
Publisher
	 ASCE LA Section
	 Gayle Stewart
	 1405 Warner Ave., Suite B
	 Tustin, CA 92780
	 Phone	 (714) 258-8306
	 Fax	 (714) 784-7806
	 E-mail: 	gstewart@gsecorp.org

Editor
	 Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.
	 LACMTA
	 One Gateway Plaza
	 Mail Stop 99-16-9
	 Los Angeles, CA 90012
	 Phone	 (213) 922-2471
	 FAX	 (213) 922-6875
	 E-mail: 	cliban@alumni.ucla.edu
	 Typesetting, Layout & Printing: Apollo Printing & Graphics

® Please contact ASCE Membership at 
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

ASCE Los Angeles Section Officer’s Roster: 2019-2020 
President	 Daniel Cronquist, P.E., P.L.S.	 AECOM	 (661) 283-2331	 daniel.cronquist@aecom.com
President-Elect	 Seema Shah-Fairbank, Ph.D., P.E.	 Cal Poly Pomona	 (909) 869-3954	 shahfairbank@cpp.edu
Past President	 Steven King, P.E.	 Orange County Transportation Authority	 (714) 560-5874	 sking@octa.net
Secretary	 Amber Shah, P.E.	 City of Laguna Hills	 (949) 707-2657	 ashah@lagunahillsca.gov
Treasurer	 Melissa Barbosa, P.E.	 Azusa Light & Water	 (626) 812-5173	 mbarbosa@ci.azusa.ca.us
Vice-President Student Activities	 Sudarshan Kurwadkar, Ph.D, P.E.	 California State University Fullerton	 (657) 278-2457	 skurwadkar@fullerton.edu
Vice-President Technical Groups	 Jose Hernandez, P.E.	 KPFF Consulting Engineers	 (562) 437-9100	 jhernandez@kpffspd.com
Desert Area	 Charles Parkes, P.E.	 City of L.A. Dept. of Water & Power	 (760) 873-0204	 charles.parkes@ladwp.com
Metropolitan Los Angeles	 Christopher Sheppard, P.E.	 LA County Dept. of Public Works	 (626) 458-5163	 csheppard@dpw.lacounty.gov
Orange County Branch	 Ravi Shah, P.E.	 Mark Thomas	 (949) 247-3953	 rshah@markthomas.com
San Bernardino/Riverside Counties	 Chet Robinson, P.E., G.E.	 City of Menifee	 (951) 723-3879	 crobinson@cityofmenifee.us
San Luis Obispo	 Wes Thomson, P.E.	 County of San Luis Obispo DPW	 (805) 788-2101	 wthomson@co.slo.ca.us
Santa Barbara/Ventura Counties	 Vacant
Southern San Joaquin	 Roani Sandoval	 City of Bakersfield	 (661) 326-3433	 rsandoval@bakersfieldreeways.us
Younger Member Forum	 Chirath “Chuck” Karunathilake, E.I.T.	 Mark Thomas	 (310) 967-9678	 ckarunat@gmail.com
Life Member Forum	 Larry Lewis, P.E.	 Retired – City of Los Angeles	 (562) 297-2088	 ml3lewis@gmail.com
Region 9 Governor	 Yazdan Emrani, P.E.	 City of Glendale	 (818) 548-3950	 yazemrani@gmail.com


