
 
 

 
 

 
 

MAY REGULAR MEETING 

 
TEN TIPS FOR MORE EFFECTIVE  

TECHNICAL WRITING 

 

Communication is part of our job. We must be able 
to convey our thoughts effectively and writing can 
have a large impact.  We want to influence our co-
workers, clients, and stakeholders but we can also 
use writing to determine our knowledge and views 
about both professional and other topics.   

We are pleased to have Kristine McCaffrey, P.E., a 
Senior Project Manager at the Calleguas Municipal 
Water District, give us some tips to polish our 
writing skills.  She has spent much of her career 
writing and reviewing technical reports.  She will 
describe several simple strategies for strong, clear, 
and concise technical writing.  Whether you’re 
writing a thesis, journal article, report, or just short 
letters or emails, her presentation will provide 
practical tips and examples to help you make your 
point effectively. 

Kristine has given this presentation to other 
societies and it has been well received.  We hope 
you will join us and take home a few tips to improve 
your next email, letter, report… 

 

 

MAY PROGRAM DETAILS 

 

WHEN 
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 
Check-in/Social 11:30 a.m. 

Lunch/Program 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
 

LOCATION 
Wedgewood Banquet Center  
Buenaventura Golf Course 

5880 Olivas Park Drive, Ventura, CA 93003 
 

DIRECTIONS 
From Los Angeles: 101 Freeway North. Exit 
Victoria Avenue. Left at the light. Left at Olivas Park 
Drive. Located on the right side, ½ mile down. 
 
From Santa Barbara: 101 Freeway South. Exit 
Victoria Avenue. Left at light, stay in right lane. 
Right on Victoria. Left at Olivas Park Drive. Located 
on the right side, ½ mile down. 
 

LUNCH 
Chef©s Choice Buffet featuring two hot entrees, 
eight assorted salads, chef©s choice potato and 
vegetables, warm rolls, and beverage. 

 

 
COST 

$20.00 per person (members and guests) 
 

RESERVATIONS 
 

Linda Sumansky 
lsumansky@santabarbaraca.gov or 805-564-5361 

or 
see the Project Partner announcement. 

 

DEADLINE 
Noon, Monday, May 12, 2008 
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LAST MEETING 

�

Mr. Gregg Hart, the Governmental Relations & Public 
Information Coordinator for the Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments spoke about the Measure A 
Investment Plan.  The plan will be funded through a 
continuation of a local one-half percent sales tax 
approved by county voters in 1989 which is scheduled to 
expire in 2010.  Measure A will provide more than $1 
billion of estimated local sales tax revenues for 
transportation projects in Santa Barbara County over 30 
years.  If approved by a two-thirds majority of voters, 
Measure A will relieve traffic congestion and improve 
safety on Route 101 by providing $140 million in 
matching funds to widen the freeway from 4 to 6 lanes 
south of Santa Barbara. The plan also provides funding 
for building safer walking and bike routes to schools, 
increasing senior and disabled accessibility to public 
transit, etc. For more information visit the Measure A or 
SBCAG websites at measurea2008.org or sbcag.org.   

 
 

 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

OF UPCOMING BRANCH MEETINGS 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for: 
 

 
June 12, 2008 (Port Hueneme) 

Joint meeting with SAME and APWA 
 

Your suggestions for program topics are always 
welcome.  Thanks to those members who have 
already suggested technical program topics. 

 

 
Other Meetings and Events  

 
Project Partners now has a wide list of events 
(including ours) being offered in the Southern 
California for engineers.  Visit their website at 

 
http://www.projectpartners.com/ps/society.html 

 
to view the various Societies and their calendars. 
 
 
 

 

Santa Barbara / Ventura Branch ASCE 2007-2008 Officers 
 

President: 
   Wayne Fitch, P.E. 
   Penfield & Smith, Santa Barbara 
   (805) 963-9532, ext. 149 
   wff@penfieldsmith.com 
 

Vice President: 
   Linda Sumansky, P.E. 
   City of Santa Barbara 
   (805) 564-5361 
   lsumansky@SantaBarbaraCA.gov 
 

Secretary: 
   Paul Callaway, P.E. 
   Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
   (805) 654-2011 
   Paul.Callaway@ventura.org 
 

Treasurer: 
   Carlos Sanchez, P.E. 
   Mimiaga Engineering Group 
   (805) 451-4090 
   Sanchx01@earthlink.net 
 

Director: 
   Marta Alvarez, P.E. 
   YCE, Incorporated 
   (805) 650-6995 
   yce-mya@pacbell.net 
 

Past President: 
   Lauren Doyel, P.E. 
   Fugro West 
   (805) 650-7000 
   ldoyel@fugro.com 

 

YMF President: 
   Philip Maldonado, E.I.T. 
   City of Santa Barbara  
   (805) 564-5371 
   pmaldonado@santabarbaraca.gov 
 

In addition to our regular officers, your Branch has 
continuing need for your leadership and assistance. 
Funding is available to advance activities consistent 
with the ASCE Strategic Plan.  Contact any officer 
to get more information or volunteer your time. 

 



IN CASE YOU MISSED IT IN THE YMF NEWSLETTER! 
 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
By Phil Maldonado 

 

It is spring again on the Central Coast, the flowers 
are out, the birds are chirping, and the sun is 
shining bright on our solar powered calculators! 
SBV-YMF has been busy spreading the word about 
civil engineering in our community. Inspired by 
much of the emphasis of WRYMC, our forum has 
made a concerted effort to find volunteer activities 
that have us interacting with local high schools. 
These activities have been a great addition to our 
other programs like monthly hikes, and happy hour 
mixers.  
 
During Engineer’s week this year SBV-YMF 
encouraged members to sign up for Ventura 
County’s Segue Program. We received great 
feedback from both the students and the 
participants. Our Forum also took the time to 
manage a presentation booth at the Carpenteria 
High School Career Day.  In the final week of April 
our Past President, Alexis Spenser, represented 
our Forum by presenting a $200 scholarship at the 
Ventura County Science Fair. Many other members 
took part in the event by volunteering to be Judges.  
 
Our Happy Hour Mixers took on a new flavor the 
past couple of months by incorporating themes for 
both a Leap Year gathering and a Post PE Relief 
get-together. Both events were well attended and 
enjoyed by all.  

 
Loree Berry, or Outdoors Activities Chair, has been 
busy keeping us in touch with nature. In March our 
group discovered a new trail in the mountains 
above Montecito, with an enjoyable hike through 
the country. Loree will be planning a camping 
adventure in September at the Sycamore Canyon 
camp ground in Malibu, so check back in a few 
months for more details. 
 

YMF MEMBER’S HELP STUDENT  
“ SEGUE”  INTO ENGINEERING 

By Jamie Hutchins 
 

During Engineer’s Week in February 2008, YMF 
Santa Barbara/Ventura participated in Ventura 
County’s Segue Program.  The Segue Program is a 
career guidance program designed to empower 
high school students to increase their knowledge of 
career options and choose a productive post-
secondary school option – before it’s too late!  The 

Segue program coordinates teachers and students 
with community members from all career fields.  
Volunteers come into the classroom and speak 
directly and candidly to the students about their 
occupation.  Several YMF’ers were able to 
volunteer a few hours to get the future generation 
excited about engineering!  It’s important to catch 
the students in their junior or senior year of high 
school to suggest curriculums and reputable 
engineering programs to guide them on their way to 
a career in engineering.  Please visit 
www.segueprogram.org for more information.       
 
 

PRESENTING CIVIL ENGINEERING IN 
CARPINTERIA 

By Ben Fischetti & Justin Lyon 
 

Recently, we participated in the Carpinteria High 
School’s Career Day Symposium on behalf of YMF.  
The morning-long session was intended to 
introduce the students of all grades to various 
professions and job opportunities.  The setup was 
“buffet-style” allowing students to filter through, 
picking and choosing which careers they wanted to 
learn more about.  It quickly became apparent by 
the students’ open mouthed stares that very few of 
them knew what a civil engineer does.  This may be 
a major contributor to the fact that the number of 
Civil Engineering Bachelor degrees have stagnated 
over the last few years, compared to the steady rise 
of other engineering disciplines.1   
 
Throughout the morning we were able to inform 
dozens of students, some against their will, about 
the ins and outs of civil engineering.  We wowed 
them with our knowledge of sewer pipes and 
dazzled them with our ability to design retaining 
walls.  We fielded questions that ranged from “what 
does a civil engineering college curriculum look 
like?” to “so….uhhhh…do you make a bunch of 
money?”   
 
Though we may not have won over everyone, it 
was obvious that we got through to several 
students and opened many of their eyes to the 
opportunity of becoming a civil engineer.  Overall, 
the day was a success and we were able to 
educate and motivate dozens of tomorrow’s leaders 
about the responsibilities and rewards that come 
with a career in Civil Engineering.   
 
1.  National Science Foundation, Science and 
Engineering Indicators, 2008; 
http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/seind08/start.htm 
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ASCE Santa Barbara / Ventura Branch 
Advertising Rates 

 
Business Card Ads   $100/ year 
�  Page Ad    $25/ month 
½ Page Ad    $50/ month 
Full Page Ad    $100/ month 

 

Ads can be sent in image format (i.e. jpeg, bmp, tiff) to the ASCE Santa  
Barbara / Ventura Branch Secretary.  Please no PDF files. 

 

Payments shall be made payable to “ASCE Santa Barbara/Ventura Branch”  
and delivered to the ASCE Santa Barbara/Ventura Branch Secretary. 

 



     
 

 

 
Applied Earth Sciences 3595 Old Conejo Road 
Geotechnical Thousand Oaks 
Engineers California 91320-2122 
and Geologists 805 375-9262 

818 889-2137 
805 375-9263 fax 
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250 Big Sur Drive 
Goleta, CA 
Phone: (805) 563-0788 
 
Scott Onishuk, P.E. 
scott@bengalengineering.com 
 


 Civil, Bridge, Highway & Structural 
Engineers


 
   

 

 

   


