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Legislative Activities–Why 
are we getting involved? 

 
We’re civil engineers.  We have technical roots.  We design 
and build the infrastructure of this nation.  Why would we 
get involved in legislative activity?  If we are a non-profit or-
ganization, how can we spend money on activities that try 
to influence politicians?  can we hire lobbyists?  Don’t our 
bylaws prohibit us from getting involved in this kind of activ-

ity?  In this month’s article, I will address some lingering questions related to ASce’s 
involvement in legislative activities at the Section, Regional and Society level.

In the October 2009 newsletter President’s Message, I outlined my goals for the Sec-
tion for the year.  One of those goals was to expand our Section’s legislative activities 
primarily through increased contact with your federal and state legislators by meeting 
with them on a regular basis at their local district office.  But given all the questions 
asked above, how can we do this and be within the legal structure of our organization?  
Let’s start with why we want to do this and then go on to answer the other questions 
raised above.

Our Society’s Past President Wayne Klotz, at the start of this term, talked about a three-
pronged approach for his initiatives for the year, the ABcs.  The “A” initiative stands 
for advocacy.  President Klotz states, “It is time for civil engineers to stand up taller 
and impress upon the local, state, and federal governments the value of what we do.”  
In a nutshell, we need to be advocates for our profession.  The Society is focusing its 
legislative activities on congress and various bills that fund infrastructure because we 
need to provide input to the elected officials that are passing laws and making funding 
decisions that impact our profession.  We can either become advocates for civil engi-
neering and infrastructure improvements, or we can sit on the sidelines and live with 
the consequences.  

The Society and Region are moving forward as advocates and the Section is following 
their lead so that we can be part of the process and steer it toward the most benefi-
cial outcome to improve our nation’s infrastructure.  The Region and Section created 
legislative and other policy committees.  These committees look at pending legislation 
and compile information concerning the Section’s position on State issues in the same 
way that the Society does for the federal issues before congress.  We then bring these 
messages to the federal and state legislators.  At some point, we hope to establish a 
relationship where legislators consider us a resource and will come to us for advice on 
issues such as infrastructures or environment.

Let’s talk about our Section constitution and what it allows us to legally do under our 
organizational structure.  The Section constitution, Article 7, paragraph 7.1, Limitations 
on Political Activities, states:
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Leading through “LEED” 
Accreditation
By Mark norton, P.E., LEED aP

One of the characteristics of a successful and effec-
tive civil engineer is the practice of continuing educa-
tion. Some management leaders have described this 
characteristic as “sharpening the saw”. unless we 
take the time to improve our skills through further 
education and possible certification, when needed, 
our effectiveness as civil engineers generally dimin-
ishes. 

The form of continuing education varies depending 
upon the civil engineer’s chosen path of expertise 

within civil engineering. ASce provides many opportunities where one can en-
hance their education and training through workshops, seminars, Web learning 
classes and certifications. however, as one reviews the ASce “vision for civil 
engineering in 2025”, one area which seems to cover all specialties of civil engi-
neers and where  we can all enhance our skills is that of “sustainability”. As indi-
cated in the vision, all civil engineers are now encouraged to become “stewards 
of the natural environment and its resources” necessary to “create a sustainable 
world”. One effective path to helping understand how civil engineering practices 
can be applied in helping to achieve sustainability is to become a “LeeD” accred-
ited professional. 

What is LeeD?  under the u.S. green Building council (uS-
gBc), a certification process has been developed to rec-
ognize “green” building construction called LeeD (Lead-
ership in energy and environmental Design). To achieve 
LeeD certification for a building or development, a LeeD 
Accredited Professional (AP) must be involved working 
closely with the architect, engineer, owner, contractor 
and others in helping the project team meet the LeeD requirements.  using a 
point system awarded by the uSgBc for each green standard implemented, a 
building or development can then be recognized for its leadership in energy and 
environmental design. The standards impact not just the building’s energy use but 
also many areas in which civil engineers can apply their skills including site selec-
tion and design, water efficiency, stormwater drainage, wastewater treatment, 
recycling, materials selection and resource management.  

As a civil engineer, it is clear to me that our environment is changing around us 
and we need to adapt as well and educate ourselves in skills and practices that 
are necessary for the future. Studies have shown that buildings nationwide ac-
count for 70% of electricity consumption, 65% of the waste output, 30% of the 
greenhouse gases, and 12% of water use. 

for those who think that it is too late to have much impact, think again. consider 
this statistic: over 50 % of the building and development around us that we can 
expect to see by the year 2030 has not been built yet or will be rebuilt.  We can 
thus still make a huge difference in moving towards an environmentally respon-
sible, healthy and prosperous environment. I am also aware that there will be 
some that say “LeeD” does not necessarily equate to sustainability and that it 
is only one of many processes that recognize “green” practices in construction. 
Still, it is widely recognized as an effective credential and knowledge base that I 
would encourage all civil engineers to attain.  

E D i to r i a L
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Who And What Are We 
Really Concerned With?

 
This month we say goodbye to 2009.  This year has been 
full of challenges that range from politics, to budget, to em-
ployment, to our profession, and finally personal issues.  But 
hopefully unscathed and unfazed, we rise to confront these 
challenges.  
 
Our Section President Jay higgins, P.e. challenges us to be 
more politically active in our roles as engineers.  for a few of 
us, politics and engineering cannot even be seen as logically 
mixing together.  But Mr. higgins assures us that it does.  As 
long as we as a Society act within the bounds of our organiza-
tional classification [i.e., 501(c)(3)], we will be ok.
 
In this issue, we also highlight a workshop that just recently 
concluded.   The “engineers and Politics: Workshops empow-
ering engineering Advocates” event expands on exactly what 
Mr. higgins is advocating.  The Metropolitan Los Angeles 
Branch’s government Affairs committee organized the event 
last August to empower our civil engineers to be more vo-
cal about the political issues that affect our profession and 
our built environment.  We should ask ourselves often, “who 
and what are we really concerned with?”  We cannot be more 
direct in saying that if we do not get involved in resolving 
issues concerning us engineers; we suffer through the con-
sequences of our inaction.  I am sure no one would willingly 
want that to happen.
 
We also received an article from uSc student Kristen Scud-
der regarding their very exciting participation at the 139th 
ASce national engineering conference.  With support from 
the Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch’s younger Member fo-
rum, these fine uSc students were able to go to St. Louis, 
MO for the event.  It is indeed sweet to participate after a six 
year hiatus.
 
On another note, Mr. Mark norton, P.e., LeeD AP talks about 
the value of continuing education in sustainability principles 
through Leadership in energy and environmental Design 
Accredited Professional (LeeD AP) certification.  There are 
various schools of thought that are pro or con to Mr. norton’s 
idea.  however, one thing is certain, there is an underlying 
value to committing to the application of sustainability prin-
ciples in our civil engineering projects.  What a convenient 
way to do so through the LeeD process.
 
finally, “What’s new at ASce in 2010?”  have you renewed 
your membership yet? not only is it so convenient to do so, 
there’s incentive for us to do so nOW?  What would your 
Section do with $1,250?  We can only begin to imagine.
 
enjoy this issue of your newsletter.  We hope to see you at our 
next ASce event. 
 
have a safe and wonderful holiday season!
 
- Dr. cris B. Liban. P.e. continued on page 7
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MLAB is starting its new year with great momentum.  Two recent events, engineers and Politics workshop and the Installation and Awards Dinner in 
city hall have set the stage for leadership and vision for the coming months.  It is important that we answer the call to action as outlined by ASce’s 
vision 2025 booklet.  We hope to serve our membership by developing programs that follow the path of developing leaders in our profession and 
in our community.

Should engineers be 
involved in politics?  
What role should engi-
neers have in politics?  
What message should 
engineers advocate 
to legislators?  These 
were the questions the 
government Affairs 
committee (gAc) of 
MLAB and MLAB yMf 
worked to answer.  
After months of plan-
ning and meetings by 
the gAc, the August 
29th “engineers and 
Politics:  Workshops 
empowering engineering Advocates” event proved to be a huge success.  This event was funded through the SPAg program which allows Branches 
and Sections to receive funding to further their Public or government Relations programs.  This grant was awarded due to the merits and vision of 
the gAc; in order to secure this grant we created a detailed plan of the event.  We listed specific line items such as costs, timelines, content and 
goals.

engineers and Politics was designed to motivate engineers to become more active political advocates, leaders and work to influence elected of-
ficials.  It opened a window of opportunity into a world of authoring and guiding policy.  currently, our political leaders all too often lack a scientific 
or engineering background, and yet they are asked to make decisions on sustainability and infrastructure.  It is time that engineers tap into their 
potential and work to be involved at all levels of government.  

The message of urgency to become more involved was delivered through five key workshops; noelle Mattock (lobbyist with ch2Mhill) engaged the 
audience with a very interactive discussion about the legislative process.  noelle worked with Richard Markuson, ASce Region 9 Lobbyist, to inform 
the attendees on how to meet with elected officials and deliver a lasting message.  Mike Thornton, ASce Region 9 government Affairs chair, finished 
the first session with a historical outline on infrastructure.  Mike made his point very clear: our nation’s infrastructure is failing because there is a 

lack of funding!  The exact dollar amount we lack is detailed in 
the 2009 ASce Report card.

The second session was a presentation and roundtable discus-
sion on ASce’s vision 2025.  Mr. Julian garcia, MLAB Secre-
tary, led attendees through the vision 2025 and directed their 
conversation toward government Affairs and Advocacy issues.  
each table discussed how we as Los Angeles ASce Members 
can strive toward these strategic goals set forth in vision 2025.  
One example discussion topic (Outcome 5.1) explored whether 
or not civil engineers are adequately prepared to be proactively 
and effectively engaged in broad-based policy discussions.  

The third session, “how can a non-Profit Organization Advo-
cate?” was lively as an attorney presented several differences 
between the ASce tax classifications of 501(c)3 and a 501(c)6.  

a rt i C L E
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continued on page 4

Engineers and Politics?
Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch (MLAB)

By Jeff girard and serge Haddad, P.E.



Los Angeles Section Monthly:  Dec. 09  page 4

National Conference Report 
from USC

By Kristen scudder

This year’s 139th ASce national civil engineering conference was held 
in the heart of America- Kansas city, Missouri.  With a conference theme 
of “from Builders to Integrators—civil engineers Leading the Way,” uSc 
and MLAB ASce members participated in discussions with engineers 
from all around the country about the vision for the role that civil engi-
neers will play in the economic growth and infrastructure development of 
the country.  The conference offered a variety of panel sessions on up-
dating America’s critical infrastructure, new technologies in the industry, 
management for future projects, and other industry related issues.

The most emphasized of all the discussed topics was America’s criti-
cal Infrastructure and its need for improvement.  After receiving a D 
on our Infrastructure Report card rating, the united States is starting 
to fall behind, and our neglect is causing the restoration costs of our 
transportation ways, public works, and other critical civil structures to 
increase.  Amidst this dismal rating though, many of the panelists had 
great hopes for improvement, and attendees left forum sessions with a 
feeling of security in their jobs and the vast amount of opportunities to 
come.  America is calling, and the civil engineering community is ready 
to respond.  

With support from the Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch younger Mem-
ber forum, the uSc ASce Student chapter was excited to send its first 
group of students in over 6 years to a national conference, and all of 
our expectations were exceeded.  We met a lot of students from around 
the country and made connections with professionals in the industry 
who were willing to help on our projects, give us advice as aspiring en-
gineers, and inspire us to reach the same professional level.  It was also 
a great opportunity to discuss the upcoming year and events with the 
Los Angeles Branch ASce members as we prepare for our competitions 
in April at the regional conference.  We look forward to sending uSc 
ASce members to these conferences in years to come!

Engineers and Politics?
Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch

..............................................................................................................................

continued from page 3

Mr. cary Davidson compared ASce to industry organizations such as 
AIA, Agc, Acec as well as other professional organizations such as 
the American Medical Association and American Bar Association.  he 
identified that these are all 501(c)6 organizations and therefore are 
not limited to fund advocacy efforts or campaign endorsements.  As 
a 501(c)3 organization, similar to universities and Religious organiza-
tions, ASce is limited by the IRS to spend an insignificant amount of 
funding toward advocating efforts.  This tax classification makes us 
unable to endorse or support candidates as well.  The majority of 
the attendees were trying to understand why we are not a 501(c)6 
organization.  This topic must and will be investigated further by the 
gAc.  It is important for our membership to gain a better under-
standing between the benefits and limitations of a 501(c)3 versus a 
501(c)6 organization.   

The afternoon sessions focused on two main areas, “Legislation” 
and “What can we do now?”  These two workshops were aimed to 
build a more proactive Society in the political arena.  Danielle elkins, 
ch2M hill, presented on behalf of the Society advocacy program.  
Ms. elkins touched on issues important to the government Affairs 
staff in Washington D.c., namely Transportation, Aviation and Dam 
Legislation.  She also encouraged the attendees to join the ASce 
click to connect Program which will send alerts to those who sign up.  
She asked members to contact their legislators regarding specific 
legislation to let them know they are a resource.  Over 50 pieces of 
legislation were identified to have an impact on our profession for 
this event.

Mr. Richard Markuson, ASce Region 9 Lobbyist, concluded the day’s 
event with “What can I, an engineer, do now?”  Mr. Markuson directed 
attendees to take action, meet elected officials, participate in their 
events, and unite with other organizations to combine efforts.  he 
reminded us that we are the most knowledgeable profession on in-
frastructure. We do not have to have all the answers, but we can 
be the lightning rod that connects them to the appropriate ASce 
leadership.  Bottomline, ASce is the central hub for answers related 
to infrastructure.
 
The event was very well attended with over 50 LA Section members.  
All were interested in learning more about advocating and ways to 
be more involved.  Throughout the day, the speakers reinforced the 
importance of active involvement, legislation awareness and their po-
tential as a group devoted to advocacy.  It is time for ASce to take 
a more pro-active approach to advocacy.  This event was a call to 
action, one we promise to repeat annually.  

Please contact the gAc and help our profession succeed.  We invite 
you to attend our monthly meetings.  We want to hear your ideas.  We 
want to gain your support and expertise to increase the awareness 
of critical infrastructure needs.  Look for events in 2010 including: 
educational workshops, LA city and county Legislative Day, Sacra-
mento fly-in and the Washington Dc fly-in.  Do not wait for these 
events to meet your elected officials.  We encourage you to contact 
them today!

a rt i C L E
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ASCE’s 2009
Member-Get-A-Member
Drive Depends on You!

A Great Idea From the Life Members
The ASce Life Members’ Public Image committee request 
that members take their (to be discarded) civil engineering 
magazines to their doctor’s office or barber shop and merge 
them with the stack of magazines. We feel that this will be an 
effective way to make the general public more aware of what 
civil engineers do.
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Air Transport Technical Group
American Society of Civil Engineers Los Angeles Section

Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch

The Air Transport Technical group serves the American Society of civil engineers, its members and supporters by conducting periodic meetings 
for the benefit of engineers and architects having an interest in the aviation industry.  The meetings focus on various aspects of air transport, 
including airport improvements, airline affairs, air traffic control, and the aircraft manufacturing industry.  The goal of the Air Transport Technical 
group in conducting periodic meetings is to provide informative presentations to 
its members and guests, and to provide them with an opportunity to exchange 
information and ideas for the benefit of all participants.

Meetings of the Air Transport Technical group are planned for January, March, 
May, September, and november of each year.  Arrangements will be made for 
presentations on terminal and airfield airport improvements for passenger and 
cargo transport, airline tenant improvements, federal Aviation Administration de-
velopments in air and ground traffic control, airport security, and developments 
in aircraft manufacturing.

If you are interested in finding out more about the Air Transport group contact 
chairperson charles Adams.

The Air Transport Technical group Board of Directors for 2009-2010 is as 
follows:

chAIRPeRSOn vIce chAIRPeRSOn TReASuReR DIRecTOR AT LARge
charles h. Adams, Jr., P.e. craig halvorson Ryan Damery, P.e. Matt ulukaya, P.e.
Senior Project Manager Associate vice President Project Manager LAX Development Program
Jacobs engineering ARcADIS u.S., Inc hnTB corporation AecOM Transportation
600 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1000
Los Angeles, cA 90017 SecReTARy DIRecTOR AT LARge DIRecTOR AT LARge
213-239-1349 (Office) Lilith Terry, Pe, PMP Jeffrey c. Smith, P.e. Ralph J. Taber, P.e.
213-239-1357 (fax) Associate Principal chief Airports engineer construction Manager
818-402-3617 (Mobile) AecOM
charles.Adams@Jacobs.com

What’s New at ASCE in 2010?
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

a rt i C L E s
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ASce gives you three easy ways to renew:

1.  Mail in your 2010 renewal form, which was mailed on 
Sept. 8, 2009. 

2.  Renew online at www.asce.org/renewal and help ASce 
“go green” by conserving the paper used in mailing your 
renewal back and also saving on printing costs for future 
renewal notices.  

3.  Call ASce customer Service at (800) 548-ASce (2723) 
or (703) 295-6300 between 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. eT, 
Monday-friday. 

help your Section by renewing by Dec. 1 and make sure you 
don’t miss out on any of these new benefits or the value you 
receive from ASce each year.

Why should you renew your 2010 ASce membership now?  Beyond helping 
your Section inch closer to crossing the finish line first and earning $1,250, 
you guarantee your exclusive member only access to these new and updated 
ASce programs in 2009-2010, in addition to the resources you enjoy every 
year with ASce:

New  -  ASce eLearning Workshops – use free member-only access to 
live Web learning programs designed to help you hone critical 
career skills. 

New  -  expanded eMentoring Programs – Mentors and protégés benefit 
from an extended personal online network to exchange ideas, 
learn new skills, and share experiences. 

Growing  -  Participate in eWB-uSA – help bring sustainable engineering 
  projects to developing communities worldwide by joining or re-

newing with eWB-uSA at an exclusive ASce member discount. 
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P r E s i D E n t ’ s  M E s s a g E                     continued from page � 
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DISASTER TRAINING
classes are being organized for volunteers to help in the event of a 
major disasters under the auspicious of the State of california, Office 
of emergency Services (OeS). classes will be held in alternate ASce 
Branch areas when there are sufficient requests. qualified individuals 
are california Registered civil,Structural, geotechnical, certified engi-
neering geologists, or Architects, If you are interested in attending a 
class, or are interested in arranging a class, please contact the ASce 
Disaster Preparedness committee chairman.  There is a charge of 
$15 for the class. 

The class begins at 9 or 10 and lasts 5 or 6 hours. 

classes will be given for volunteers to assess damage and /or co-
ordinators from city or county to direct volunteers for their area of 
damage. 

To register for the class submit your name along with your Telephone 
number, fax number.  Zip code, and email address.  you will be con-
tacted when 10 or more requests a class. The maximum number in 
the class should not exceed 20.

If your Branch, or firm would like to offer the use of its facilities for a 
class, please register and provide the contact  person,  phone,  fax, 
and e-mail.  you will be contacted to make arrangements.

Thank you for your support of the A S c e
Jack W. Rolston, chair

818-903-5225 cell  •  818-345-9199  •  818-345-5283 fx
ascedisaster@earthlink.net

a n no u nC E M E n t
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“no substantial part of the activities of the Section shall be carrying on 
propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the 
Section shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing 
or distribution of statements), any political campaign on behalf of or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office.”

What is clear from the above statement is what we cannot do; support 
a candidate for public office.  What takes a little more explaining is what 
we can do concerning “attempting to influence legislation”.  The Sec-
tion, as part of the Society, qualifies as a tax-exempt organization under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the united States Internal Revenue code.  The So-
ciety and the Section qualify because we are organized and operated 
exclusively for charitable, educational, literary, and scientific purposes.  
In addition to exemption from most federal income and some state and 
local taxes, as a 501(c)(3) we receive additional benefits, including privi-
leged postal rates and the ability for donors to deduct contributions as 
a charitable donation.  however, it comes with limitations.  What we can 
do is influence legislation, as long as it does not become a “substantial 
part” of our activities.  What does that mean?  As engineers we like to 
see defined concrete limits, but apparently that does not exist in the 
tax code.  That is why we have corporate counsel in Reston, virginia 
to help us understand this and ensure that we don’t stray beyond this 
limitation.  

The simple way I chose to view this is to look at the other things we 
do.  The Society, Region, and Section spend the majority of their time 
and efforts on educational and scientific activities through its technical 
groups, seminars, luncheon and dinner presentations, leadership and 
management workshops, and student and community outreach activi-
ties.  If you read the objective of the Society we are clearly an organiza-
tion whose objective is the advancement of the science and profession 
of engineering to enhance the welfare of humanity.  The key phrase in 
that objective to me is “the welfare of humanity.”  We have to work within 
the system to ensure the best decisions are made and that adequate 
funding is provided to maintain and improve our infrastructure for the 
welfare of the public.  One very practical way to do this is involve our-
selves in the legislative process.

There is another tax-exempt organizational structure referred to as 
501(c)(6) which has fewer tax benefits than the 501(c)(3) but also has 
no limit on lobbying activities and allows political action committees 
(PAcs) and donations to support a candidate for office.  The Society has 
had vigorous healthy debate about the advantages and disadvantages 
of the Society, or some subsidiary organization of the Society, becom-
ing a 501(c)(6).  This proposition was voted down by a narrow margin 
last time and could be coming before the Society Board of Direction 
for consideration in the future.  If you feel strongly about this issue you 
should contact your Branch President and let them know your point of 
view.  Don’t sit on the sidelines, unless you are willing to live with the 
consequences.

I hope that I have eased any concerns you may have had about the Sec-
tion involvement in the legislative process.  I also hope you see why it 
is important to “stand up taller” and impress upon the local, state, and 
federal governments the value of what we do.”  how can you participate 
in legislative activities?  It is simple, by signing up to be part of the “Key 
contact” program.  you will receive informational e-mails about the key 
issues affecting civil engineering at the federal and state level.  

A tool that is available through the program is the “Six clicks” advo-
cacy website which will allow you to communicate with your legisla-
tors easily through the internet.  The system provides you with the 
resources including draft letters that can used as is or modified into a 
personal meaningful message.  The letter is instantly delivered to your 
legislator by e-mail.  If you are interested in this program go to www.
asce.org/govrel and click on “Key contact Program”.  Also contact 
your Branch President to find out more about your Branch Legisla-
tive Activities committee and the Region’s Infrastructure Symposium 
and “Legislative Day in Sacramento” activities to be held this coming 
february 9th and 10th 2010.  In the near future, the Section will have 
a program in place where Key contacts will be visiting the legislators 
in their local district offices on a regular basis.

If you have any questions and comments please feel free to send me 
an e-mail at jay_higgins@urscorp.com or talk with your Branch Legis-
lative committee chair.  Let’s inform our legislators about the impor-
tance of what we do.

As always, if you would like to submit an article for the newsletter, 
please contact your newsletter editor, cris Liban.  enjoy your newslet-
ter and have a happy holiday season!

www.ascelasection.org
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KPFF CONSULTING 
ENGINEERS 

KPFF Consulting Engineers seeks motivated and en-
ergetic structural engineers.  2+yrs of structural design 
experience with steel, concrete, masonry and timber 
desired.  B.S., M.S. degree; a P.E. license a plus.  Excel-
lent communication and teamwork skills are essential. 
Substantial growth opportunity for all levels, and the 
opportunity to work on a wide variety of interesting 
and challenging projects. Please contact, fax or email 
resume to the following: 

For Los Angeles:  For Pasadena: 
Ms. Krystle Tabangcura  Ms. Tamara Kealty 
KPFF Consulting Engineers  KPFF Consulting Engineers 
6080 Center Drive, Ste 300  301 N. Lake Avenue, Ste 550 
Los Angeles, CA 90045  Pasadena, CA 91101 
Ph: 310- 665-1536  Ph: 626-578-1121 
Fx: 310-665-9070  Fx: 626-578-9121 
Email: ktabangcura@kpff-la.com  Email: tkealty@kpff-pas.com 

www.kpff.com

E M P L o y M E n t  o P P o r t u n i t i E s

.....................................................................................................................

Semi-Retired Civil Engineer 
Semi-Retired civil engineer available for short term/
long term commitments. California P.E. with 40+ 
years of varied experiences and responsibilities, 
including claims consulting and expert witness 
testimony. C.V. and references will be available 
upon your request.

E-mail: evnel@aol.com
Cell phone: 323-356-7814

Leading through “LEED” 
Accreditation

....................................................................................................................

continued from page 2

As one considers whether LeeD accreditation is appropriate for 
them, keep in mind that more and more cities, counties and 
States across the country are enacting ordinances and regula-
tions either encouraging or requiring “LeeD” certified buildings 
and sustainable practices. It is a wave that is impacting our 
professional practices. 

As a civil engineer, being fully aware of what all is 
involved in “green” design may prove to be an im-
portant asset and skill set for one’s firm and career.  
even if we don’t envision ourselves as being directly 
involved as a LeeD AP for a building or develop-
ment, the training and education one gains from 
becoming a LeeD AP is invaluable. furthermore, in 
recognition of the desire for many to understand the 
“green practices” of LeeD without necessarily be-
coming a practicing LeeD AP, the uSgBc has devel-
oped a new testing system with an entry level cre-
dential of LeeD green Associate. With this change, 
all civil engineers can more easily attain a practical 
understanding of how their profession relates to this 
“green” movement. 

It is my hope that we each continue to ask our-
selves: are we doing our best to educate ourselves 
and effectively deal with a changing environment? 
Are we moving forward in getting the training neces-
sary to create a sustainable future for ourselves and 
future generations?  
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Loca l 805 654 6977

FAX 805 654 6979

Sta te 800 676 1916

1672 Donlon Street

Ventura, California 93003

E n g i n e e r s P l a n n e r s S u r v e y o r s

www.jdscivil.com

The leader in civil engineering

and surveying providing

professional state-of-the-art

services, commitment to

e x c e l l e n c e , a n d t i m e l y

responsiveness.

WATER
WASTEWATER
 RECYCLED WATER
 STORM WATER

STEWART

I N C O R P O R A T E D

E N G I N E E R I N G C O N S U L T A N T S

&
KRIEGER

R i v e r s i d e , C A  ( 9 5 1 ) 6 8 4 - 6 9 0 0

w w w . k r i e g e r a n d s t e w a r t . c o m

Phone: (562) 427-6899 
Fax: (562) 427-3314

Email: info@greggdrilling.com
Web Site: www.greggdrilling.com 

GREGG DRILLING & TESTING, INC. 
ENVIRONMENTAL and GEOTECHNICAL DRILLING 
WELL INSTALLATION 
CONE PENETRATION TESTING 

2726 WALNUT AVE. · SIGNAL HILL, CA 90755 

Steven R. Marvin, P.E. 
President 

2700 S. Grand Ave.  
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
Ph (714) 546-3468 
Fax (714) 546-5841 
smarvin@labellemarvin.com 

www.labellemarvin.com 

* Geotechnical Engineering           * Engineering Geology
* Geo-Earthquake Engineering       * Hydrogeology
* Seismic Hazards Evaluation            * Seismic Geology
* Soil Dynamics/Vibrations                 * Forensic Studies

525 N Cabrillo Park Drive, Suite 280
Santa Ana, California  92701

Phone: (714) 796-9100;  FAX: (714) 796-9191
Web Site: www.geopentech.com

17 offices in California, Arizona, Washington & Idaho
Los Angeles Area Office (818) 901-8075

www.earthsystems.com

EARTH SYSTEMS
Geotechnical Engineering
Engineering Geology
Environmental Consulting
Materials Testing & Inspections

20 Fairbanks (949) 458-3832
Suite 178 Fax: (949) 458-1046
Irvine, CA 92618 Website: www.aesciences.om www.dmjmharris.com
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CORPORATE OFFICE 
937 S. Via Lata, Suite 500 
Colton, CA 92324 
(909) 783-0101 

Offices throughout California 

CIVIL ENGINEERING 

PLANNING 

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING 

SURVEYING 

•  land development
•  entitlement services
•  survey & mapping
•  water quality assurance
•  eco-adaptive design
•  groundwater services
•  environmental engineering
•  GIS & CADD graphicsfull circle thinking

www.fuscoe.com
949.471.1960

Irvine • San Diego • Inland Empire • Palm Springs
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LIN Consulting, Inc.
Traffic, Civil and Electrical Consulting Engineers

   William Sun, P.E., T.E.
Senior Project Manager

21660 E. Copley Drive, #270,  Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4173
Tel (909) 396-6850 ext. 105 • Fax (909) 396-8150

E-mail: wsun@linconsulting.com

Geotechnical   |   Environmental  | Testing and Inspection

Irvine
Bakersfield
Los Angeles
Palm Desert

Rancho Cucamonga
San Diego

Santa Clarita
Temecula
Ventura 

www.leightongroup.comThomas C. Benson, Jr., PE, GE, REA I | President and CEO

Irvine  •  Oxnard  •  San Diego  •  Corona  •  Roseville

Joseph J. Kulikowski, PE, GE
Founder, President & Principal Engineer

15375 Barranca Pkwy  •  Suite K-102  •  Irvine, CA 92618
Phone (949) 753-8766  •  Fax (949) 753-8887

Email: joekul@genterra.com • Web Site: www.genterra.com

(949) 369-6141
(951) 461-1919
(805) 579-3434 
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Community  |  Civic & Public Safety  |  Education  |  Recreation  |  Urban
architects | engineers | landscape architects | planners | surveyors

P: (805) 543-1794  |  www.rrmdesign.com

Debanik Chaudhuri
Chief Geotechnical Engineer

562 355 8635
dchaudhuri

C I V I L  E N G I N E E R I N G

C O N S T R U C T I O N  M A N A G E M E N T

L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T U R E

M E C H A N I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G

P L A N N I N G

P U B L I C  W O R K S  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

S U R V E Y I N G  /  G I S  S O L U T I O N S

WAT E R  R E S O U R C E S

8 0 5  5 4 4 - 4 0 1 1
w w w . w a l l a c e g r o u p . u s

B E S T  F I R M S  TO  W O R K  F O R 
C E  N E W S  •  T O P  5 0  •  2 0 0 7

www.psomas.com
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MATERIALS SUBMISSION 
INFORMATION

If you’d like to have your business card or company information 
listed in the Professional Directory, please contact Lorena Arce 
at (562) 448-4526 or email her at lorena.arce@hilti.com 
for rates and deadlines.

All graphic materials submitted for use in this newsletter should 
have all fonts outlined, and links included; .eps files preferred.  
Other formats are: InDesign cS2, Adobe Illustrator cS2; ad-
ditional acceptable file formats are: .jpg, .tif and .pdf files. Im-
ages embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent 
separately, at a minimum resolution of 150 dpi at the display 
size desired. collected files, including links and fonts, should 
be compressed and emailed, or sent on zip disk (provide return 
address). Business cards can be submitted electronically as well, 
or send clean, crisp, b&w laser print, unfolded.

Garry Lay, PE, GE
Farid Motamed, PE, GE

2020 East First Street
Suite 400
Santa Ana, CA 92705
Tel: 714.835.6886
Fax: 714.973.4062

www.urscorp.com

915 Wilshire Boulevard
Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Tel: 213.996.2200
Fax: 213.996.2374

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442   Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail:  hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442 Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail: hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

Hayim Ninyo
Ted Miyake

Mestre Greve Associates

Contacts: Matt Jones, P.E.
Fred Greve, P.E.

27812 El Lazo Road
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Tel: (949) 349-0671
www.mgal.com

Hydrology/Hydraulics/EnvironmEntal softwarE

AdvAnced engineering
SoftwAre

P.o. Box 4962
gArden grove, cA  92842-4962

tel/fAx: (714) 780-8990
TO REVIEW AES PROGRAM FEATURES AND CAPABILITIES, 

VISIT:

http://www.advancedengineeringsoftware.com
•  Software written/supported by autHors of tHE Hydrology manuals.

•  Software used throughout Southern California since 1980 
by private and government agency engineers.

•  Used to develop 55 City-Wide and County-Wide Master Plans 
of Drainage throughout California.

AES Program Developers & Support: 
Theodore V. Hromadka II, Ph.D., Ph.D., Ph.D., P.E., P.H., LG, Professor 
Emeritus, CSUF; Johannes J. DeVries, Ph.D., P.E., Faculty, UC Davis; 

Howard H. Chang, Ph.D., P.E., Professor, SDSU; 
Paolo Zanetti, Ph.D., QEP, President, EnviroCOMP; 

Robert J. Whitley, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine; 
Carlos Brebbia, Ph.D., Director, Wessex Institute of Technology; 

Gary Guymon, Ph.D., P.E., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine.

Providing innovative, timely and cost e�ective
solutions to today’s design challenges through
personalized client service

www.RBF.com

PLANNING   DESIGN   CONSTRUC TION

O�ces located throughout California, Arizona and Nevada   800-479-3808
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Please contact ASCE Membership at 
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

PoStmaSter:   thiS ContainS time-SenSitive materialS.
  PleaSe deliver PromPtly.

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PaiD
PERMIT NO. 1441

Santa ana, Ca

This newsletter is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC)-certified paper using 
soy-based ink. 
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 ASce LA Section
 gayle Stewart
 1405 Warner Ave., Suite B
 Tustin, cA 92780
 Phone (714) 258-8306
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 Dr. cris B. Liban, P.e.
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President Jay h higgins, P.e. uRS corporation (818) 406-4896 jay_higgins@urscorp.com

President-elect greg heiertz, P.e. Irvine Ranch Water District (949) 453-5560 heiertz@irwd.com

Past President Don Sepulveda, P.e. hnTB (310) 846-1813 dsepulveda@hnTB.com

Secretary Janice horcasitas, P.e. city of Bakersfield (661) 326-3607 jhorcasi@bakersfieldcity.us

Treasurer gary gilbert, P.e. Diaz yourman & Associates (714) 245-2920 gary@diazyourman.com

vice-President Student Activities Karen Sepulveda Bob hope Airport (818) 309-9649 kar@sepulvedas.net

vice-President Technical groups Sonia nasser, P.e. BAS, a Tetra Tech co. (909) 860-7777 soniaynasser@hotmail.com

Desert Area clarence Martin, P.e. city of L.A. Department of Water and Power (760) 873-0342 clarence.Martin@ladwp.com

Metropolitan Los Angeles Serge haddad, P.e. city of L.A. Department of Water and Power (213) 367-8774 Serge.haddad@ladwp.com

Orange county Branch Kathereen Shinkai, P.e. LPA (949) 701-4033 kathereen.shinkai@gmail.com

San Bernardino/Riverside counties Brian Wolfe, P.e. WestLAnD group, Inc. (909) 989-9789 bwolfe@westlandgroup.net

San Luis Obispo Jeff Spannbauer, P.e. cannon Associates (805) 544-7407 jeffs@cannonassociates.us

Santa Barbara/ventura counties Paul callaway, P.e. green Mountain engineering (805) 654-2019 Paul.callaway@ventura.org

Southern San Joaquin Robin Dickerson, P.e. RSD civil engineering (661) 342-8787 rsd.civileng@gmail.com
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