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Engineers Week and Spotlighting 
Civil Engineer Volunteers 

 
February is the traditional month to conduct activities dedi-
cated to raising public awareness of the positive contribu-
tions of engineers to our quality of life.  This year, Engineers 
Week (EWeek) is celebrated from February 14th through the 
20th, although there are many activities that continue year 
round.  This newsletter contains an article by the Region Gov-
ernor, Tony Akel, explaining the Engineers Week Coalition, of 
which ASCE is a part.  This year our ASCE President, Blaine 
Leonard, is the chair of the coalition along with honorary co-
chair CEO of Exxon Mobil, Rex Tillerson.  The article points 

out how the coalition is “Inspiring Tomorrow’s Engineers”.  EWeek promotes recogni-
tion among parents, teachers, and students of the importance of a technical educa-
tion and a high school level of math, science and technology literacy.  I encourage 
you to read Tony’s article and learn how you can become involved in these activities.

The EWeek theme for this year is “Celebrate Volunteerism”.  I would like to thank the 
many Section members who will be volunteering their time to participant in EWeek activi-
ties.  I would also like to recognize the Section and Branch accomplishments over the 
past year which could only have been achieved due to the dedication of the members 
willing to volunteer their precious time to advance the profession of civil engineering.  
Some of these same individuals volunteer their time in local communities in the spirit of 
goodwill.  I personally have participated in such activities and would encourage each of 
our members to support their communities by serving on local boards and commissions.

This February, the San Luis Obispo (SLO) Branch and the Cal Poly SLO Student Chapter 
will be conducting their annual EWeek activity.  Civil Engineering students and local pro-
fessionals celebrate Engineers Week by visiting schools where volunteers introduce civil 
engineering and encourage students to dive into their math and science coursework.  
The week’s efforts are twofold; some volunteers will visit individual classrooms to give 
presentations and engage the students in civil engineering teamwork activities, while 
others will attend career fairs at several campuses to make their first hand civil engineer-
ing knowledge and various informational resources available to students.  This is a great 
opportunity to get students excited about the civil engineering profession, college, and 
their future.  Last year, local students and professionals visited 15 different schools and 
presented to more than 30 classes, reaching approximately 500 students, and hope 
to have a similar success this year.  I would like to thank Jeff Spannbauer, President of 
the SLO Branch, and all of the volunteers from the branch and student chapter, for tak-
ing the time to be involved in this truly worthy activity that reaches so many students.

In December, I received a letter from the Society informing me that the Los Angeles 
Section received the Society’s “2009 Outstanding Section and Branch Award” for Very 
Large Sections and Branches.  This is truly a great accomplishment which could only 
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Inspire Tomorrow’s Engineers

By Tony Akel, P.E., Region 9 Governor

“Scientists and engineers ought to stand side by 
side with athletes and entertainers as role models 
and here at the White House we are going to lead 
by example. We’re going to show young people how 
cool science can be.” 

This was part of President Obama’s November 
2009 speech where he introduced the nationwide 
initiative “Educate to Innovate” which is intended 
to help scientists, engineers and teachers inspire 
young people to excel in science, technology, engi-

neering and mathematics (STEM).  The initiative will engage 100,000 volunteers 
to reach more than 10 million students over the next 4 years.  

Many indicators point to a serious and genuine effort by the current U.S. admin-
istration to plant the seeds of excellence in science and engineering education.  
Consequently, our profession will benefit with increased enrollment and achiev-
ers needed for a globally competitive technological market. 
   
For our part, ASCE has been a very active participant and was even a founding 
member of Engineers Week Coalition, which includes more than 70 engineering, 
education, and cultural societies, and more than 50 corporations and govern-
ment agencies.   In fact, this year our national president Blain Leonard is the 
chair of the coalition, and the coalition honorary co-chair corporate sponsor is 
the CEO of Exxon Mobil, Rex Tillerson.   

Engineers Week (Eweek) activities for 2010 are scheduled between February 
14-20 and are dedicated to raising public awareness of engineers’ positive 
contributions to the quality of life.  EWeek promotes recognition among par-
ents, teachers, and students of the importance of a technical education and 
a high level of math, science, and technology literacy.  It also motivates youth 
to pursue engineering careers to maintain a diverse and vigorous engineering 
work force.  Each year EWeek reaches thousands of schools, businesses, and 
community groups across the U.S.

What EWeek outreach programs are available and how can you volunteer? The 
Engineers Week Coalition’s website www.eweek.com lists 48 opportunities 
where you can get involved.  These intuitive and motivational sites include:

•	 Discover Engineering is intended for middle school students www.discov-
erengineering.org.  

•	 Zoom into Engineering is intended kids ages 6-12 pbskids.org/zoom. 

•	 Future City Competition is intended to provide fun and exciting educational 
programs for seventh- and eighth-grade students.  www.futurecity.org 

•	 Introduce a girl to engineering www.eweek.org/EngineersWeek/Introduce.
aspx 

•	 Discover Engineering Family Day held in Washington D.C. on February 20. 
eweekdcfamilyday.org 

•	 Finally, greatest engineering achievements of the 20th century is a reminder 
of our contribution to enhancing the quality of life www.greatachievements.
org

E d i to r i a l

.................................................................................................................
Awards and Altruism

 
Euphoria is in the air!  Our Section humbly accepts the 2009 
Outstanding Section and Branch Award for Very Large Sec-
tions and Branches in recognition of the great efforts and 
volunteerism our Section members have put in the past year.  
Newsletters of our Metro Los Angeles and San Bernardino/
Riverside Branches have also bagged respective awards for 
their significant efforts of producing an effective communi-
cation tool within their Branches.  But let us not forget that 
these awards would not have been possible without your 
specific contribution of resources.  Whether it is volunteer-
ing for an event, writing a short article of interest, partici-
pating in forums, or simply being a member who cares, you 
are part of what this Section and its Branches have become 
and are now recognized by ASCE National.  As we celebrate 
Engineers Week (EWeek) this month, let us contemplate on 
what we have done collectively as a Section and what we 
can do as a profession to better everyone’s lives.
 
In separate articles, Our Section President and Region 9 Di-
rector talk about Eweek in similar tones.  They talk about the 
things that we can do within our own sphere of influences 
and if you dare venture out, within your community.  They 
talk about resources available to us that we can tap into. 
 
These commentaries provide a good segue’ to the Curious 
George Let’s Build series participated in by our Younger 
Member Forum, Metro Los Angeles Branch, and Los Angeles 
regional colleges volunteers last November 2009.  What’s 
truly amazing with that effort is the sheer number of our 
members who reached out [and continue to reach out], es-
pecially to the next generation of engineers.
 
February, through EWeek, is a great month to feel proud to 
be an engineer primarily because of the personal satisfac-
tion this profession brings in making the lives of others bet-
ter.  And what better testament it is to say to others that “I 
helped build that” when one goes around the city pointing to 
the various engineering landmarks they helped build.  I do 
that often with my 9-year old son, not necessarily because I 
want him to be an engineer; but specifically because I want 
him to know how engineers really make a difference and how 
those infrastructures are used to make this great region of 
Los Angeles more livable each day.  That intrinsic spirit of 
altruism is the key lesson of this profession that I want to 
impart to him.
 
To all engineers, Mabuhay (Long Live)!
 
Enjoy this issue of your newsletter.
 
- Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E. 

Reminder: 
Copy deadline for the Mar. 2010 issue is Feb. 1, 2010; copy 
deadline for Apr. 2010 issue is Mar. 1, 2010.

continued on page 4
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“Bounty” Offered to Sections and Branches for 
Peer Review Referrals

Sections and Branches appreciate additional revenue sources to help carry out their programs and services. There is now another source of income 
available from ASCE National. The Committee on Peer Review for Public Agencies is introducing a $250 incentive for referrals that result in a peer 
review. 

What is Peer Review?
The purpose of ASCE’s Peer Review for Public Agencies Program is to help public sector engineering and construction agencies improve the man-
agement and quality of their engineering services through a quick, confidential, and affordable process.  Reviewers study an organization’s policies 
and objectives and conduct staff interviews to determine how well those policies and procedures are understood and practiced.  Management areas 
covered include: organizational management, project management, emergency management, technical procedures, human resource management, 
finance, and public relations. The focus may cover planning, design, construction, operations, and maintenance -- and can include an entire agency 
or just a portion. The team concludes the process with an oral report to the engineer/director requesting the review, and if requested follows up 
later with a written report. 
 
The process was modeled after a similar one used by the American Council of Engineering Companies in the late 1980’s. Since 1987, almost 70 
different local entities have benefitted from the ASCE Peer Review for Public Agencies program.  Typical comments include “We were and still are 
very happy with the review that was performed.” and “Experience showed and was very valuable.”  More information, including a brochure, is avail-
able on the ASCE Web site at http://www.asce.org/professional/peereview/peer_review.cfm . 
 
ASCE Peer Review is a voluntary and confidential program for public infrastructure organizations and is conducted by experienced government engi-
neer/managers who are trained in the process. Timing is typically controlled by the requesting agency. A review can be done quickly. The turnaround 
time can be within 90 days of the request. Cost is low for this kind of study since reviewers volunteer their time, and therefore no cost is included 
for their salaries. The fee covers reviewer travel costs and administration.  It typically ranges from $6,000 to $20,000 but depends on the size of 
the agency being reviewed and whether the agency requests a more customized review to address specific challenges or opportunities that they 
are facing.
 
Benefits of A Peer Review
A peer review provides an objective outside assessment of strengths 
and weaknesses by fellow government engineers experienced in 
leadership and management. They have no stake in future work; 
their intent is to provide a useful service to colleagues. Agency man-
agement can gain insights into procedural difficulties, communica-
tion obstacles, organizational problems, and employee morale but 
also positive reinforcement from staff feedback.  This helps them 
prioritize and implement suggestions for improvement of effective-
ness in a manner that utilizes both staff and management input.
 
Incentives Process
Sections and Branches should email Becky Waldrup, ASCE’s staff 
contact for the Committee on Peer Review for Public Agencies, at 
rwaldrup@asce.org to recommend an agency. 
 
Provide the following information: 
1. ASCE Section or Branch name and contact, and
2. Government agency name and contact information.
 
Becky will acknowledge your submission, enter the contact informa-
tion into ASCE’s Peer Review tracking system, and follow-up with 
the agency to determine their interest. Upon completion of a review 
and payment of the review fee, the ‘nominating’ Section or Branch 
will receive payment of $250.  There is no limit on the number of 
referrals that a Sections and Branches may make or the number of 
referral fees that they may earn.
 
Agencies who have used this service have found that the process is very valuable. The Committee on Peer Review for Public Agencies hopes that 
this incentive offer will increase the exposure of this service.  Please consider participating in the referral program for the benefit of your local public 
agencies as well as for the financial assistance that it will provide to your Section or Branch.

A rt i c l e s

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Engineers Week Packets 
Available for Outreach 

Planners
Engineers Week 2010 is slated for February 14 – 20.  This year’s 
theme, Discover Engineering, is a call for engineers everywhere to 
help kids discover the fun and excitement of engineering and, in 
doing so, celebrate engineer volunteerism.  Are you making final 
preparations for engineers week? ASCE  Pre-College Outreach can 
help! ASCE has just received a large supply of Engineers Week 
packets with loads of information to inspire your outreach activi-
ties, and is distributing them to members free of charge.  The 
packets include:
 
• 	E ngineers Week poster featuring the Discover Engineering 

logo 
• 	 Introduce a Girl to Engineering poster with cool activities girls 

will love! 
• 	 Schedule of National Engineers Week events 
• 	 Ideas about and links to Engineers Week volunteer activities 
• 	 2010 Engineers Week catalogue of promotional items and out-

reach giveaways
 
Order yours TODAY! Email your request to outreach@asce.org
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K-12 Outreach
Curious George: Erosion

By: Jane Tran

On November 6th, 2009 the ASCE YMF K-12 Outreach Program kicked off their 
2009-2010 with a fantastic lesson on beachfront erosion and mitigation part of the 
Curious George Let’s Build series at Clover Avenue Elementary School.  Entitled 
“Shifting Sands”, this hands-on activity showed our young engineers how natural 
forces can change the coastline and what engineers can do to shape them.  The 
event was a huge success, with over 60 fifth-grade students and 26 volunteers in 

attendance.  Not only did YMF, MLAB, and Section have 
representation, but so did our local student chapters at 
CSULA, CSUN, UCLA, and Loyola Marymount University.  
Thank you to everyone who came and helped us enjoy 
another successful educational event!

Curious George is a joint program with PBS Kids that aims 
to develop math and science skills in elementary school 
students, and engage their natural curiosity to build and 
create.  To learn more about PBS Kids’ Curious George 
Let’s Build Program, visit http://pbskids.org/curious-
george/parentsteachers/, and to find out how you can 
help, email Jane Tran at jane.tran@hatchmott.com. 

A Great Idea From the Life 
Members

The ASCE Life Members’ Public Image Committee request 
that members take their (to be discarded) Civil Engineering 
magazines to their doctor’s office or barber shop and merge 
them with the stack of magazines. We feel that this will be an 
effective way to make the general public more aware of what 
civil engineers do.

ASCE’s 2010
Member-Get-A-Member
Drive Depends on You!

This year’s EWeek theme is “Celebrate Volunteerism”.  In Region 9, 
we have an army of engineering volunteers who donate their most 
valuable commodity, time, to successful and effective annual out-
reach activities within each section and branch.  Each Region 9 
Section and Branch holds annual award programs that recognize 
project and individual technical excellence, as well as volunteerism.  
Though most of the outreach activities are noticed during EWeek, our 
programs are implemented successfully throughout the year.  

On behalf of Region 9, I extend our grateful thanks to those engineer-
ing volunteers for their dedication and invaluable contribution to our 
profession.  The seeds you are planting are simply priceless and 
I hope your most gratifying reward is the knowledge that you are 
definitely making a big difference.  

A wise man once said: “It is easy to count the seeds in an apple, but 
we cannot count the apples in a seed”.

Happy Engineers Week!

Inspire Tomorrow’s Engineers
..............................................................................................................................

continued from page 2
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♦♦


SPRING 2010 P.E. REVIEW COURSE INFORMATION

LOCATION 

Los Angeles City Department of Public Works 
1149 S. Broadway 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

TIME/DATES

February 10th through March 24th, 2010 
Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
And two Saturdays 8:00 AM through 5:00 PM 
(Note: Exam Dates are April 16 and 17, 2010) 

CURRICULUM

Geotechnical (Sampling, Properties of Soils, Soil Mechanics, Shallow Foundations, 
Deep Foundations, Retaining Structures) 
Structural (Loadings, Analysis, Mechanics of Materials, Concrete Mix Design) 
Water Resources (Hydraulics, Hydrology, Groundwater) 
Environmental (Water/Wastewater treatment, Biology, Solid/Haz Water) 
Special Seismic Examination Review (Saturday) 
Special Surveying Examination Review (Saturday) 
Transportation (Horizontal & Vertical Curves, Vehicle Dynamics & Accident Analysis, 
Construction Earthwork, Pavement Design) 
Construction (Earthwork Construction and Layout, Cost Estimating, Scheduling, 
Construction Loads, Material Tests) 

TEXTBOOKS

Material provided (included in cost of OVERALL review series): 
NCEES PE Civil Engineering Sample Questions and Solutions Book  

 *Instructors will provide their own study materials and guides at each class 
Recommended Text:

Civil Engineering Reference Manual, 11th Ed., 2008, Michael Lindeburg, PE
Surveying Principles for Civil Engineers, 2nd Edition, Paul A Cuomo, P.L.S. 

 Seismic Design Review Workbook, Steven T. Hiner, S.E. 

CONTACT

For more information, please contact us: 

Maria Miranda: mariam@pfeilerassociates.com 

Julie Kentosh: jkentosh@gmail.com

♦♦


SPRING 2010 P.E. REVIEW COURSE INFORMATION

LOCATION 

Los Angeles City Department of Public Works 
1149 S. Broadway 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

TIME/DATES

February 10th through March 24th, 2010 
Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
And two Saturdays 8:00 AM through 5:00 PM 
(Note: Exam Dates are April 16 and 17, 2010) 

CURRICULUM

Geotechnical (Sampling, Properties of Soils, Soil Mechanics, Shallow Foundations, 
Deep Foundations, Retaining Structures) 
Structural (Loadings, Analysis, Mechanics of Materials, Concrete Mix Design) 
Water Resources (Hydraulics, Hydrology, Groundwater) 
Environmental (Water/Wastewater treatment, Biology, Solid/Haz Water) 
Special Seismic Examination Review (Saturday) 
Special Surveying Examination Review (Saturday) 
Transportation (Horizontal & Vertical Curves, Vehicle Dynamics & Accident Analysis, 
Construction Earthwork, Pavement Design) 
Construction (Earthwork Construction and Layout, Cost Estimating, Scheduling, 
Construction Loads, Material Tests) 

TEXTBOOKS

Material provided (included in cost of OVERALL review series): 
NCEES PE Civil Engineering Sample Questions and Solutions Book  

 *Instructors will provide their own study materials and guides at each class 
Recommended Text:

Civil Engineering Reference Manual, 11th Ed., 2008, Michael Lindeburg, PE
Surveying Principles for Civil Engineers, 2nd Edition, Paul A Cuomo, P.L.S. 

 Seismic Design Review Workbook, Steven T. Hiner, S.E. 

CONTACT

For more information, please contact us: 

Maria Miranda: mariam@pfeilerassociates.com 

Julie Kentosh: jkentosh@gmail.com



Los Angeles Section Monthly:  Feb. 2010	  page �

American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
6th International Engineering
and Construction Conference

Advances in
Affordable Housing & Green 

Construction

Cairo, Egypt-June 28-30, 2010

Under the auspices of 

H.E. Eng. Ahmed El-Maghraby
Minister of Housing, Utilities & Urban Development

Chairman

Prof. Moustafa El-Demirdash
Chairman of Housing & Building National Research Center

Conference Vice Chairs
Prof. Ayman Mosallam, M. ASCE

University of California Irvine

Prof. Heba Bahnsawy
Vice Chairman, HBRC

Conference General Secretary
Prof. Khalid Mohamed El-Zahaby

Organizers
Housing & Building National Research Center (HBRC)

Green Building Council of Egypt
ASCE Los Angles Section –International Committee, USA

ASCE Egypt Section, Egypt
University of California, Irvine, USA

Local Organization Contact Information
Prof. Khalid M. ELZahaby

Dr. Mohamed A Zaki
Housing & Building National Research Center 

87 El-Tahrir St. Dokki, Giza – Egypt
www.hbrciecc6.com

hbrccontact@hbrciecc6.com
Phone: +20-2-37617102, 37617092

Fax: +20-2-33351564

VENUE
The conference will be held at the Housing & Building
National Research Center (HBRC) of Egypt located in the
beautiful Cairo Metropolitan area. Learn more about HBRC
by visiting their website:
http://www.hbrc.edu.eg/ehbrc/default.asp

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
There are several hotels nearby HBRC campus. Hotel and
transportation information will be available on the conference
website at: www.hbrciecc6.com
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Conference Vice Chairs

Cairo, Egypt-June 28-30, 2010

SOCIAL PROGRAM
A variety of interesting and entertaining events are planned
for participants and accompanying persons. Detailed
information will be given in the final invitation and in the
conference website. Some of the nearby attractions include:
Giza and Sakkara Pyramids, Egyptian Museum, Cairo
Tower, Saladin Citadel, Al Azhar Mosque, The Hanging
Church, and many other attractive sites. A trip to
Alexandria, by car, bus or train, is about two hours and to
Red Sea or Aswan, by plane, is about one hour.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES
International Delegates:
US$ 350.00 Full Conference
US$ 400.00 On-site
US$ 25.00 for all Students
Egyptian Delegates:
EP 350.00 Full Conference
EP 400.00 On-Site
EP 100.00 for all Students
Full conference registration fee includes a copy of the
proceedings, welcoming reception, lunches. It does not
include hotel accommodation or optional social events.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
There are four categories of conference sponsorships:
Platinum: $2,500.00 Gold: $1,500.00
Silver: $1,000.00 Bronze: $500.00

Bank accounts for registration sponsoring and exhibition please
visit the conference websites: www.iecc6.org and
www.hbrciecc6.com
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CONFERENCE INTL. VICE CHAIRS
Prof. A. Mosallam, Ph.D., P.E., M.ASCE (Chair, USA),
	 University of California Irvine
Dr. C. T. Bathala, P.E., Ph.D., F. ASCE (Co-Chair, USA), 
	 ASCE International Committee, California Department of Transportation
Prof. Mostafa Soliman, M. ASCE, (Co-Chair, Egypt),
	 ASCE Egypt Chapter
Eng. Sonia Y. Nasser, P.E., LEED, A.P., M.ASCE (Co-Chair, USA),
	 Bryan A. Stirrat & Associates, a Tetra Tech Company, California

HONORARY CHAIRS
H.E. Eng. Ahmed Elmaghraby
	 Minister of Housing, Utilities and Urban Development, Egypt
H.E. Prof. Hany Helal
	 Minister of Higher Education and State for Scientific Research, Egypt
H.E. Dr. Ali Almoselhi
	 Minister of Social Solidarity, Egypt
H.E. Ambassador Moshera Khatab
	 Minister of State for Family and Population, Egypt

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Dr. H. Abdel Mageed, Egypt
Prof. M. Abdel Wahab, Egypt
Prof. S. Abd Elnaby, Egypt
Dr. N. Abo Shadi, USA
Prof. S. Adanur, Turkey
Mr. M. Alhayatmi, Egypt
Mr. I. Aljanabi, UAE
Prof. T. Almusallam, Saudi Arabia
Prof. Y. Alsalloum, Saudi Arabia
Prof. G. Basili, Egypt
Prof. H. Bahnsawy, Egypt
Prof. M. Elbatran, Egypt
Prof. M. El Kassas, Egypt
Prof. S. Elsayed, Saudi Arabia
Dr. D. Elshreef, Egypt
Prof. K. Elzahaby, Egypt
Dr. M. Etman, Egypt
Dr. M. Fanny, Egypt
Prof. M. Feng, USA
Prof. L. Feo, Italy
Dr. P. Franchetti, Italy
Prof. K. Ghavami, Brazil
Prof. L. Gumusel, Turkey
M. Hegab, USA
D. Hui, USA

INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE
S. Abbasi, USA	K uo, USA/China
S. Akl, Egypt	E . Kurniadi, Indonesia
D. Cowan, USA	 R. Hadrian, USA
M. Elhaytami, Egypt R.	 I. Mehlab, Egypt

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
K. Zahabi, Egypt	 M. A. Zaki, Egypt
M. Batran, Egypt	N . Nofal, Egypt
M. Khafaga, Egypt	H . Alam, Egypt
T. El-Sokkary, Egypt	 M. Nabil, Egypt
T. Bahaa, Egypt	H . Sayed, Egypt
A. Hassan, Egypt	 M. Khalel, Egypt
M. Elsayed, Egypt	B . Eltony, Egypt

Mr. T. Hancuff, USA
Prof. M. Haroun, USA
Prof. M. Husem, Turkey
Prof. V. Kahya, Turkey
Dr. M. Khorshid, Egypt
Prof. A. Lau, China
Dr. F. Liu, USA
Dr. R. Miraj, USA
Prof. U. Montgomery, USA
Dr. M. A. Zaki, Egypt
Dr. D. Nelson, USA
Dr. M. Oey, USA
Mr. J. Perslow, USA
Prof. S. Pul, Turkey
Dr. K. Nour, USA
Prof. A. Rageh, Egypt
Dr. S. Shebel, Egypt
Prof. M. Shinozuka, USA
Prof. Prof. M. Taha, USA
Prof. V. Tamuzs, Latvia
Prof. J-G Teng, China
Prof. M. Tolba, Egypt
Dr. A. Ushakov, Russia
Prof. P. Walker, UK
Mr. C. Warner, USA
Dr. H. Felix Wu, USA
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CONFERENCE THEMES
1   -	 Affordable Housing & Innovative Building Systems (Materials, 

Structural Systems, Building Physics, Construction, etc.).
2   -	 Sustainability of Innovative Building Systems
3   -	E co-Village & City Planning
4   -	E co-Green Construction & Community Management
5   -	 Socio-Economical Impact of Adopting Green Innovative Housing 

Systems
6   -	 Long Term Performance, Maintenance and Monitoring of Innova-

tive Housing
7   -	 Green Building Code Development
8   -	E nergy-Sustainable Constructed Facilities
9   -	 Multidisciplinary sustainability: Traffic Eng.-Environmental Eng.
10 -	 Advanced Technologies for Engineering: Nano Technology, FRP 

repair.
11 -	 Case Studies of Innovative Green Construction

General
The 6th International Engineering and Construction Conference (IECC’6) 
is a multidisciplinary forum with several symposia covering a wide range 
of engineering areas with emphasis on engineering design and construc-
tion. The goal of this conference is to enhance the lines of commu-
nication between researchers and technical professionals to exchange 
innovative research and technological advancements. This year’s confer-
ence theme focuses on two major challenges: affordable housing and 
adoption of green building approach. This theme incorporates innova-
tive building systems in which affordable sustainable construction is pro-
nounced. The conference will cover most of the subjects associated with 
the above mentioned vision

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES
The objective of the conference is to focus on various topics related 
to affordable housing which incorporated innovative building systems. 
Those systems would combine the benefits of affordability and green 
construction and sustainability. The previous objectives cannot be 
separated from the wider objectives of eco-villages and cities planning, 
and green construction management on the community level. This would 
also require successful sustainability and energy efficiency code develop-
ment. The conference will also deal with carbon finance in construction, 
renewable energy in construction, environmentally compatible engineer-
ing in design and construction, assessment and monitoring of long-term 
performance, recyclable construction materials and systems, and other 
state-of-the art papers related to built environment and energy conserva-
tion are also encouraged.

TIME FRAMES
Abstract Deadline	 January 30th, 2010
Full Paper Deadline	 April 15th, 2010

LANGUAGE
The Conference will be conducted in English. Proceedings and presenta-
tions will be in English.

WEATHER
Cairo climate is fair at this time of the year. Average temp. in March is 
35ºC in the morning and 25ºC by night.

EXHIBITION
The conference will provide an opportunity for international and local 
companies to display their latest products, services and projects in dif-
ferent engineering and construction disciplines. In particular, companies 
with products and systems related to affordable housing systems, green 

building products and energy conservation environmentally friendly 
construction products are encouraged to exhibit at the conference. 
Companies interested in having a display booth should contact the 
IECC’6 Conference secretariat for details visit the conference website 
www.hbrciecc6.com.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES
International Delegates:

US$ 350.00 Full Conference
US$ 400.00 On-site
US$ 25.00 for all Students

Egyptian Delegates:
EP 350.00 Full Conference
EP 400.00 On-Site
EP 100.00 for all Students

Full conference registration fee includes a copy of the proceedings, 
welcoming reception, lunches. It does not include hotel accommoda-
tion or optional social events.

Bank accounts for registration sponsoring and exhibition please visit 
the conference websites: www.iecc6.org and www.hbrciecc6.com

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
There are four categories of conference sponsorships:
Platinum: 	$2,500.00	 Gold: 	 $1,500.00
Silver: 	 $1,000.00	B ronze: 	$500.00

SOCIAL PROGRAM
A variety of interesting 
and entertaining events 
are planned for partici-
pants and accompany-
ing persons. Detailed 
information will be given 
in the final invitation 
and in the conference 
web site. Some of the nearby attractions include: Giza and Sakkara 
Pyramids, Egyptian Museum, Cairo Tower, Saladin Citadel, Al Azhar 
Mosque, The Hanging Church, and many other attractive sites. A trip 
to Alexandria, by car, bus or train, is about two hours and to Red Sea 
or Aswan, by plane, is about one hour.

VENUE
The conference will be held at the Housing & Building National 
Research Center (HBRC) of Egypt located in the beautiful Cairo Metro-
politan area. Learn more about HBRC by visiting their website: http://
www.hbrc.edu.eg/ehbrc/default.asp

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
There are several hotels near by HBRC campus. Hotel and transporta-
tion information will be available on the conference website at: 
www.hbrciecc6.com.

Local Organization Contact Information
Prof. Khalid M. ELZahaby

Dr. Mohamed A Zaki
Housing & Building National Research Center

87 El-Tahrir St. Dokki, Giza –Egypt
www.hbrciecc6.com

hbrccontact@hbrciecc6.com
Phone: +20-2-37617102, 37617092

Fax: +20-2-33351564

Local Organization Contact Information
Prof. Khalid M. ELZahaby

Dr. Mohamed A Zaki
Housing & Building National Research Center 

87 El-Tahrir St. Dokki, Giza – Egypt
www.hbrciecc6.com

hbrccontact@hbrciecc6.com
Phone: +20-2-37617102, 37617092

Fax: +20-2-33351564

VENUE
The conference will be held at the Housing & Building
National Research Center (HBRC) of Egypt located in the
beautiful Cairo Metropolitan area. Learn more about HBRC
by visiting their website:
http://www.hbrc.edu.eg/ehbrc/default.asp

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
There are several hotels nearby HBRC campus. Hotel and
transportation information will be available on the conference
website at: www.hbrciecc6.com

Cairo, Egypt-June 28-30, 2010
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
6h International Engineering 

And Construction Conference                   

American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
6th International Engineering 
and Construction Conference                   

Organizers 
Housing & Building National Research Center (HBRC)

Green Building Council of Egypt
ASCE Los Angles Section – International Committee, USA

ASCE Egypt Section, Egypt
University of California, Irvine, USA

H.E. Eng. Ahmed El-Maghraby
Minister of Housing, Utilities &  Urban Development

Prof. Moustafa El-Demirdash
Chairman of Housing & Building National Research Center

Chairman

Under the auspices of

Conference General Secretary 
Prof. Khalid Mohamed El-Zahaby

Prof. Ayman Mosallam, M. ASCE
University of California Irvine

Prof. Heba Bahnsawy
Vice Chairman, HBRC

Advances in 
Affordable Housing & Green 

Construction

Conference Vice Chairs

Cairo, Egypt-June 28-30, 2010

SOCIAL PROGRAM
A variety of interesting and entertaining events are planned
for participants and accompanying persons. Detailed
information will be given in the final invitation and in the
conference website. Some of the nearby attractions include:
Giza and Sakkara Pyramids, Egyptian Museum, Cairo
Tower, Saladin Citadel, Al Azhar Mosque, The Hanging
Church, and many other attractive sites. A trip to
Alexandria, by car, bus or train, is about two hours and to
Red Sea or Aswan, by plane, is about one hour.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES
International Delegates:
US$ 350.00 Full Conference
US$ 400.00 On-site
US$ 25.00 for all Students
Egyptian Delegates:
EP 350.00 Full Conference
EP 400.00 On-Site
EP 100.00 for all Students
Full conference registration fee includes a copy of the
proceedings, welcoming reception, lunches. It does not
include hotel accommodation or optional social events.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
There are four categories of conference sponsorships:
Platinum: $2,500.00 Gold: $1,500.00
Silver: $1,000.00 Bronze: $500.00

Bank accounts for registration sponsoring and exhibition please
visit the conference websites: www.iecc6.org and
www.hbrciecc6.com
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DISASTER TRAINING
Classes are being organized for volunteers to help in the event of 
a major disasters under the auspicious of the State of California, 
Office of Emergency Services (OES). Classes will be held in alternate 
ASCE Branch areas when there are sufficient requests. Qualified 
individuals are California Registered Civil,Structural, Geotechnical, 
Certified engineering Geologists, or Architects, If you are interested 
in attending a class, or are interested in arranging a class, please 
contact the ASCE Disaster Preparedness Committee Chairman.  
There is a charge of $15 for the class. 

The class begins at 9 or 10 and lasts 5 or 6 hours. 

Classes will be given for Volunteers to assess damage and / or 
Coordinators from City or County to direct Volunteers for their area 
of damage. 

To register for the class submit your name along with your Tele-
phone number, Fax number.  Zip code, and Email address.  You will 
be contacted when 10 or more requests a class. The maximum 
number in the class should not exceed 20.

If your Branch, or Firm would like to offer the use of its facilities 
for a class, please register and provide the contact  person, phone,  
Fax, and E-mail.  You will be contacted to make arrangements.

Thank you for your support of the A S C E
Jack W. Rolston, Chair

818-903-5225 cell  •  818-345-9199  •  818-345-5283 fx
ascedisaster@earthlink.net

a n no u nc eme   n t

...............................................................................................................................

Find out the latest section & 
branch news @

 

www.
ascelasection.org

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e                    continued from page 1 
..................................................................................................................................

have been achieved by the dedication of the many volunteers in the 
Section and Branches.  I would especially like to thank Don Sepulveda, 
Section Past President, for his leadership over the past several years 
and for taking the time to assemble the nomination package that 
highlighted all the great activities of the Section’s Branches, Younger 
Member Forums, Life Member Forum, and Technical Groups.

I was also notified that the Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch (MLAB) 
is the recipient of the Society’s 2009 Outstanding Newsletter Award 
for Very Large Sections and Branches.  The MLAB newsletter was 
revamped in 2007 under the direction of then MLAB President, Karen 
Sepulveda, and was improved under the leadership of Androush Dan-
ielians, MLAB President, Serge Haddad, MLAB President-Elect, Andy 
Duong, Vice President, and Newsletter Editor, Pat Nicholson.  I would 
like to thank Karen, Androush, Serge, Andy, Pat and all of the vol-
unteers who worked so hard by contributing articles, producing the 
newsletter, and, most importantly, providing the activities to write ar-
ticles about.  These volunteers’ hard work has made the Branch and 
the newsletter a success.

But the holiday season kept on giving!  I received even more good 
news.  The San Bernardino/Riverside Branch (SB/R) was notified that 
their newsletter is the recipient of the Society’s “2009 Outstanding 
Newsletter Award” for Medium Sections and Branches.  Congratula-
tions to Brian Wolfe, SB/R President, and thanks to all the volunteers 
in the SB/R Branch who made their newsletter and activities a suc-
cess.

The accomplishments of all of the Los Angeles Section organizations 
are truly amazing and this could only have been achieved through the 
dedication of the members who are willing to offer their time for the 
advancement of the Civil Engineering profession.  I am fortunate to 
serve as President of such a fine Section.

Let’s all take the time this February, and throughout the year, to recog-
nize the contributions of our volunteers and thank them for their time 
to the advancement of the Civil Engineering profession.  For those 
of you that have thought about volunteering but haven’t quite gotten 
around to it – “If not us, who?  If not now, when?  (Quote by John F. Ken-
nedy, variation based on the quote from the prophet, Hillel).

If you have any questions and comments please feel free to send me 
an e-mail to jay_higgins@urscorp.com.  Articles for the Newsletter 
may be submitted to the Newsletter Editor, Cris Liban, at LibanE@
metro.net.

Enjoy your newsletter!
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KPFF CONSULTING 
ENGINEERS 

KPFF Consulting Engineers seeks motivated 
and energetic structural engineers.  2+yrs of 
structural design experience with steel, con-
crete, masonry and timber desired.  B.S., M.S. 
degree; a P.E. license a plus.  Excellent com-
munication and teamwork skills are essential. 
Substantial growth opportunity for all levels, 
and the opportunity to work on a wide variety 
of interesting and challenging projects. Please 
contact, fax or email resume to the following: 

For Los Angeles: 	  
	 Ms. Krystle Tabangcura 	  
	 KPFF Consulting Engineers 	  
	 6080 Center Drive, Ste 300 	  
	 Los Angeles, CA 90045 	
	 Ph: 310- 665-1536 	
	 Fx: 310-665-9070 	
	 Email: ktabangcura@kpff-la.com 	

For Pasadena:
	 Ms. Tamara Kealty
	 KPFF Consulting Engineers
	 301 N. Lake Avenue, Ste 550
	 Pasadena, CA 91101
	 Ph: 626-578-1121
	 Fx: 626-578-9121
	 Email: tkealty@kpff-pas.com 

www.kpff.com

E mp  l o y me  n t  o pp  o r t u n i t i e s

..................................................................................................................

Semi-Retired Civil 
Engineer 

Semi-Retired Civil Engineer available for 
short term/long term commitments. Cali-
fornia P.E. with 40+ years of varied ex-
periences and responsibilities, including 
claims consulting and expert witness 
testimony. C.V. and references will be 
available upon your request.

E-mail: evnel@aol.com
Cell phone: 323-356-7814

quarter page ADS.indd   4 10/18/05   4:57:45 PM
quarter page ADS.indd   4 10/18/05   4:57:45 PM
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Loca l 805 654 6977

FAX 805 654 6979

Sta te 800 676 1916

1672 Donlon Street

Ventura, California 93003

E n g i n e e r s P l a n n e r s S u r v e y o r s

www.jdscivil.com

The leader in civil engineering

and surveying providing

professional state-of-the-art

services, commitment to

e x c e l l e n c e , a n d t i m e l y

responsiveness.

WATER
WASTEWATER
 RECYCLED WATER
 STORM WATER

STEWART

I N C O R P O R A T E D

E N G I N E E R I N G C O N S U L T A N T S

&
KRIEGER

R i v e r s i d e , C A  ( 9 5 1 ) 6 8 4 - 6 9 0 0

w w w . k r i e g e r a n d s t e w a r t . c o m

Phone: (562) 427-6899 
Fax: (562) 427-3314

Email: info@greggdrilling.com
Web Site: www.greggdrilling.com 

GREGG DRILLING & TESTING, INC. 
ENVIRONMENTAL and GEOTECHNICAL DRILLING 
WELL INSTALLATION 
CONE PENETRATION TESTING 

2726 WALNUT AVE. · SIGNAL HILL, CA 90755 

Steven R. Marvin, P.E. 
President 

2700 S. Grand Ave.  
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
Ph (714) 546-3468 
Fax (714) 546-5841 
smarvin@labellemarvin.com 

www.labellemarvin.com 

* Geotechnical Engineering          	 * Engineering Geology
* Geo-Earthquake Engineering      	 * Hydrogeology
* Seismic Hazards Evaluation           	 * Seismic Geology
* Soil Dynamics/Vibrations                	 * Forensic Studies

525 N Cabrillo Park Drive, Suite 280
Santa Ana, California  92701

Phone: (714) 796-9100;  FAX: (714) 796-9191
Web Site: www.geopentech.com

17 offices in California, Arizona, Washington & Idaho
Los Angeles Area Office (818) 901-8075

www.earthsystems.com

EARTH SYSTEMS
Geotechnical Engineering
Engineering Geology
Environmental Consulting
Materials Testing & Inspections

20 Fairbanks	 (949) 458-3832
Suite 178	 Fax: (949) 458-1046
Irvine, CA 92618	 Website: www.aesciences.om www.dmjmharris.com

P r o fe  s s i o n a l  d i r e c t o r y
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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CORPORATE OFFICE 
937 S. Via Lata, Suite 500 
Colton, CA 92324 
(909) 783-0101 

Offices throughout California 

CIVIL ENGINEERING 

PLANNING 

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING 

SURVEYING 

•  land development
•  entitlement services
•  survey & mapping
•  water quality assurance
•  eco-adaptive design
•  groundwater services
•  environmental engineering
•  GIS & CADD graphicsfull circle thinking

www.fuscoe.com
949.471.1960

Irvine • San Diego • Inland Empire • Palm Springs
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LIN Consulting, Inc.
Traffic, Civil and Electrical Consulting Engineers

   William Sun, P.E., T.E.
Senior Project Manager

21660 E. Copley Drive, #270,  Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4173
Tel (909) 396-6850 ext. 105 • Fax (909) 396-8150

E-mail: wsun@linconsulting.com

Geotechnical   |   Environmental  | Testing and Inspection

Irvine
Bakersfield
Los Angeles
Palm Desert

Rancho Cucamonga
San Diego

Santa Clarita
Temecula
Ventura 

www.leightongroup.comThomas C. Benson, Jr., PE, GE, REA I | President and CEO

Irvine  •  Oxnard  •  San Diego  •  Corona  •  Roseville

Joseph J. Kulikowski, PE, GE
Founder, President & Principal Engineer

15375 Barranca Pkwy  •  Suite K-102  •  Irvine, CA 92618
Phone (949) 753-8766  •  Fax (949) 753-8887

Email: joekul@genterra.com • Web Site: www.genterra.com

(949) 369-6141
(951) 461-1919
(805) 579-3434 
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Community  |  Civic & Public Safety  |  Education  |  Recreation  |  Urban
architects | engineers | landscape architects | planners | surveyors

P: (805) 543-1794  |  www.rrmdesign.com

Debanik Chaudhuri
Chief Geotechnical Engineer

562 355 8635
dchaudhuri

C I V I L  E N G I N E E R I N G

C O N S T R U C T I O N  M A N A G E M E N T

L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T U R E

M E C H A N I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G

P L A N N I N G

P U B L I C  W O R K S  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

S U R V E Y I N G  /  G I S  S O L U T I O N S

WAT E R  R E S O U R C E S

8 0 5  5 4 4 - 4 0 1 1
w w w . w a l l a c e g r o u p . u s

B E S T  F I R M S  TO  W O R K  F O R 
C E  N E W S  •  T O P  5 0  •  2 0 0 7

www.psomas.com

P r o fe  s s i o n a l  d i r e c t o r y
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

MATERIALS SUBMISSION 
Information

If you’d like to have your business card or company information 
listed in the Professional Directory, please contact Lorena Arce 
at (562) 448-4526 or email her at lorena.arce@hilti.com 
for rates and deadlines.

All graphic materials submitted for use in this newsletter should 
have all fonts outlined, and links included; .eps files preferred.  
Other formats are: InDesign CS2, Adobe Illustrator CS2; ad-
ditional acceptable file formats are: .jpg, .tif and .pdf files. Im-
ages embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent 
separately, at a minimum resolution of 150 dpi at the display 
size desired. Collected files, including links and fonts, should 
be compressed and emailed, or sent on zip disk (provide return 
address). Business cards can be submitted electronically as well, 
or send clean, crisp, b&w laser print, unfolded.

Garry Lay, PE, GE
Farid Motamed, PE, GE

2020 East First Street
Suite 400
Santa Ana, CA 92705
Tel: 714.835.6886
Fax: 714.973.4062

www.urscorp.com

915 Wilshire Boulevard
Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Tel: 213.996.2200
Fax: 213.996.2374

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442   Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail:  hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442 Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail: hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

Hayim Ninyo
Ted Miyake

Mestre Greve Associates

Contacts: Matt Jones, P.E.
Fred Greve, P.E.

27812 El Lazo Road
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Tel: (949) 349-0671
www.mgal.com

Hydrology/Hydraulics/Environmental Software

Advanced Engineering
Software

P.O. Box 4962
Garden Grove, CA  92842-4962

Tel/Fax: (714) 780-8990
TO REVIEW AES PROGRAM FEATURES AND CAPABILITIES, 

VISIT:

http://www.advancedengineeringsoftware.com
•  Software written/supported by Authors of the Hydrology Manuals.

•  Software used throughout Southern California since 1980 
by private and government agency engineers.

•  Used to develop 55 City-Wide and County-Wide Master Plans 
of Drainage throughout California.

AES Program Developers & Support: 
Theodore V. Hromadka II, Ph.D., Ph.D., Ph.D., P.E., P.H., LG, Professor 
Emeritus, CSUF; Johannes J. DeVries, Ph.D., P.E., Faculty, UC Davis; 

Howard H. Chang, Ph.D., P.E., Professor, SDSU; 
Paolo Zanetti, Ph.D., QEP, President, EnviroCOMP; 

Robert J. Whitley, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine; 
Carlos Brebbia, Ph.D., Director, Wessex Institute of Technology; 

Gary Guymon, Ph.D., P.E., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine.

Providing innovative, timely and cost e�ective
solutions to today’s design challenges through
personalized client service

www.RBF.com

PLANNING   DESIGN   CONSTRUC TION

O�ces located throughout California, Arizona and Nevada   800-479-3808
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Please contact ASCE Membership at 
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

Postmaster: 	 This contains time-sensitive materials.
	  Please deliver promptly.
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PAID
PERMIT NO. 1441

Santa Ana, CA

This newsletter is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC)-certified paper using 
soy-based ink. 
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	 ASCE LA Section
	 Gayle Stewart
	 1405 Warner Ave., Suite B
	 Tustin, CA 92780
	 Phone	 (714) 258-8306
	 Fax	 (714) 258-8391
	E -mail: 	GStewart@associationplanet.com

Editor
	 Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.
	 LACMTA
	 One Gateway Plaza
	 Mail Stop 99-17-2
	 Los Angeles, CA 90012
	 Phone	 (213) 922-2471
	 FAX	 (213) 922-6875
	E -mail: 	cliban@UCLAlumni.net
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the first of the month preceding publication.

Identification Statement
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Newsletter Information

asce Officers and Directors of the Los Angeles Section, FY 2009-2010
President	 Jay H Higgins, P.E.	U RS Corporation	 (818) 406-4896	 jay_higgins@urscorp.com

President-Elect	 Greg Heiertz, P.E.	 Irvine Ranch Water District	 (949) 453-5560	 heiertz@irwd.com

Past President	 Don Sepulveda, P.E.	HN TB	 (310) 846-1813	 dsepulveda@HNTB.com

Secretary	 Janice Horcasitas, P.E.	 City of Bakersfield	 (661) 326-3607	 jhorcasi@bakersfieldcity.us

Treasurer	 Gary Gilbert, P.E.	 Diaz Yourman & Associates	 (714) 245-2920	 gary@diazyourman.com

Vice-President Student Activities	K aren Sepulveda	B ob Hope Airport	 (818) 309-9649	 kar@sepulvedas.net

Vice-President Technical Groups	 Sonia Nasser, P.E.	B AS, a Tetra Tech Co.	 (909) 860-7777	 soniaynasser@hotmail.com

Desert Area	 Clarence Martin, P.E.	 City of L.A. Department of Water and Power	 (760) 873-0342	 Clarence.Martin@ladwp.com

Metropolitan Los Angeles	 Serge Haddad, P.E.	 City of L.A. Department of Water and Power	 (213) 367-8774	 Serge.Haddad@ladwp.com

Orange County Branch	K athereen Shinkai, P.E.	 LPA	 (949) 701-4033	 kathereen.shinkai@gmail.com

San Bernardino/Riverside Counties	B rian Wolfe, P.E.	 WestLAND Group, Inc.	 (909) 989-9789	 bwolfe@westlandgroup.net

San Luis Obispo	 Jeff Spannbauer, P.E.	 Cannon Associates	 (805) 544-7407	 jeffs@cannonassociates.us

Santa Barbara/Ventura Counties	 Paul Callaway, P.E.	 Green Mountain Engineering	 (805) 654-2019	 Paul.Callaway@ventura.org

Southern San Joaquin	 Robin Dickerson, P.E.	 RSD Civil Engineering	 (661) 342-8787	 rsd.civileng@gmail.com

Younger Member Forum	 Marlon Calderon, P.E.	 City of Los Angeles	 (213) 473-6233	 Marlon.calderon@lacity.org

Life Member Forum	 Larry Lewis, P.E.	 Retired/City of Los Angeles	 (562) 927-2088	 m13lewis@aol.com

Region 9 Governor	 Shahnawaz, Ahmad, P.E.	 SA Associates	 (626) 821-3456	 sahmad@saassociates.net

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


