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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

John Morris, P.E.
Section President

“ Contentment is not a fulfillment of what you
   want but the realization of what you already
   have.”

continued on page 3

— Unknown Author

“Happy New Year

To All”

With every New Year comes an opportunity for reflection on
the past year and anticipation for the new one.  2006 was an
outstanding year for ASCE and the civil engineering industry.
With infrastructure needs echoing through the halls of Congress
as well as local city council chambers, civil engineering has a
bright outlook in 2007 and beyond.  As policy makers seek
solutions to the Nation’s aging infrastructure problems, it will
be up to ASCE to “step-up” with leadership and direction on key
civil engineering issues.  2007 will offer good opportunities
for ASCE and its membership.

The November 2006 election saw the passage of an unprec-
edented package of State infrastructure bonds, guaranteeing an infusion of badly needed
funding for a whole host of civil engineering projects.  With this critical funding now in place, it’s
up to legislators and other key policy makers to ensure delivery to the most deserving facilities
and regions.  ASCE can play a vital role in this important outreach effort by contacting those
legislators, officials and policy makers that have oversight in project criteria and selection.  To
highlight this effort, ASCE members from the Section will gather in the State’s Capitol of
Sacramento for its annual “fly-in” scheduled for February 5th and 6th.  This event is designed to
allow ASCE members to meet with their State representatives in the Capitol.  These meetings
frequently include key legislative staff members and allow civil engineers to be advocates
for their profession.  The value of these visits will ultimately be measured in how well policy
makers deal with issues important to the civil engineering profession.  With term limits restrict-
ing the tenure of legislators in the State house, “educating” lawmakers and their staffs often
fall on the shoulders of those most knowledgeable on the issues.

By now you should have renewed your annual membership through ASCE National.  Your
individual membership is your passport to our Society and its vast itinerary of profession
benefits.  Collectively, your membership helps to support the Los Angeles Section; one of the
largest in ASCE.  Historically, the Los Angeles and Texas sections have jockeyed for the top
slot of the largest section in ASCE. This distinction brings a lot of prestige and leverage within
ASCE allowing the top section to better represent its membership within the Society.  Currently
the Texas Section is the largest in ASCE and it’s my personal goal to see that southern
California never comes up second to Texas again!

If you have renewed your subscription, you may want to sign-up that long time civil engineer in
your office that may not be an ASCE member or has allowed their membership to lapse.  Other
potential new members might be that younger civil engineer who may not be familiar with
the benefits of ASCE membership. ASCE’s website has an extensive section on membership
benefits along with a membership kit.

www.ascelasection.org
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A New Year Ahead of Us
The year 2006 has just passed.  We are once more given the
opportunity to reflect on our blessings and learn from our short-
comings of the last 365 days.  As engineers, we have a lot to
be thankful for.  Specifically, we need to thank the voters of
California for realizing the need to repair, improve, and build
on the state’s infrastructure.  The passing of Propositions 1A
through 1E certainly reflects the growing awareness of ASCE’s
message not only here in the Golden State, but throughout
the whole United States: we need to build a better world.

As 2007 rolls in, it is imperative that we show diligence in using
the dollars that Californians have entrusted to engineers to use
in building much needed infrastructure.  We need to realize our
civic duty in ensuring that such funds do not go to waste.  We
need to realize that a lot of responsibility rests on our shoul-
ders.  The general public depends on engineers in ways they
probably do not realize.  Unfortunately, we as engineers are
quite modest and treat our achievements as “just another day
in the office” type of laurel.

The call for involvement in public issues has never been clearer
than now.  Our collective voices for infrastructural change have
been heard by the general public.  The next step is to act on the
issues that we now have been so generously been funded.  Get
involved with the community.  Advocate for the specific
infrastructural need applicable to your specific area.  Through
ASCE, we will all together make our dreams a reality: building
a better world for all of us.

Enjoy this issue of your newsletter.  Happy New Year to all
of you!

- Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.

E D I T O R I A L

............................................................................................................................................................

In Memoriam
Former president of the San Bernardino-Riverside Branch of
ASCE, Dick Titera, passed away on Monday, October 16.  His
parents immigrated to the United States from Russia, and he
was born in Los Angeles on July 11, 1925.  In 1943 he joined
the Marine Corps and served in Okinawa and China.  Following
his tour of duty he graduated from University of California at
Berkeley with a degree in Civil Engineering. His career included
working for Los Angeles County Road Department, Asphalt
Institute, Douglas Oil Company, Assistant

Director of Public Works for Humboldt County, Director of Public
Works for the city of Vista, California, VTN Engineering and CM
Engineering. He was a consultant to the Argentinean and Bolivian
governments, on their transcontinental highway. He also was con-
sultant on the first ‘colored asphalt’ racetrack, which was located
in Hawaii.  He was consulted on the missile base roads for Nellis
Air Force Base in Nevada. He went to Saudi Arabia as consulting
engineer on various projects for that government.  Dick is sur-
vived by his wife of 46 years, Clara Kobbe Titera and six children.  He is also survived
by 15 grandchildren, 2 grandchildren-in-law, & 3 great-grandchildren.

Submitted By: San Bernardino-Riverside County Branch Newsletter Editor Lauren Popescu

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................

A Great Idea From the Life Members
The ASCE Life Members’ Public Image Committee request that members take
their (to be discarded) Civil Engineering magazines to their doctor’s office or
barber shop and merge them with the stack of magazines. We feel that this
will be an effective way to make the general public more aware of what civil
engineers do.

As you plan your calendar for the upcoming year, I hope
you will schedule an ASCE local branch outing in your
area or visit to your local YMF and to get to know its
membership and potentially lend support to their efforts.
It’s never too early to plan for the 2007 National Conven-
tion in October or to register for one of ASCE’s many
institute conferences.  I think you’ll find participation in
these activities rejuvenating for your professional career
and will allow you to share your expertise with colleagues
from other parts of the civil engineering community.  If
you’ve never been to an ASCE conference, I hope you make
2007 a first for you (you can find more information on
upcoming conferences by visiting ASCE’s website at
www.asce.org).

Happy New Year and I hope 2007 is both productive and
rewarding for you and your family.  As always, I welcome
your thoughts and comments and encourage you to
contact me at morriswater@earthlink.net.

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E        continued

...........................................................................................................................................................

HYDROLOGY/HYDRAULICS/ENVIRONMENTAL SOFTWARE

ADVANCED ENGINEERING SOFTWARE
P.O. BOX 4962

GARDEN GROVE, CA  92842-4962

TEL/FAX: (714) 780-8990
TO REVIEW AES PROGRAM FEATURES AND CAPABILITIES,

VISIT:

http://www.advancedengineeringsoftware.com

•  Software written/supported by AUTHORS OF THE HYDROLOGY MANUALS.

•  Software used throughout Southern California since 1980 by

private and government agency engineers.

•  Used to develop 55 City-Wide and County-Wide Master Plans of

Drainage throughout California.

AES Program Developers & Support:

Theodore V. Hromadka II, Ph.D., Ph.D., Ph.D., P.E., P.H., LG, Professor Emeritus, CSUF;

Johannes J. DeVries, Ph.D., P.E., Faculty, UC Davis;

Howard H. Chang, Ph.D., P.E., Professor, SDSU;

Paolo Zanetti, Ph.D., QEP, President, EnviroCOMP;

Robert J. Whitley, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine;

Carlos Brebbia, Ph.D., Director, Wessex Institute of Technology;

Gary Guymon, Ph.D., P.E., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine.
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ASCE Region 9 California
Infrastructure Symposium

And Legislative Day

On February 5, 2007, ASCE Region 9 will hold a California
Infrastructure Symposium in Sacramento.  It will be followed
by our 3rd annual visit to the state capitol to meet our Legisla-
tors on February 6, 2007.  Please save the dates on your
calendars to be sure you will attend these terrific programs!

Symposium: How will the state spend the recently approved
bond funds? The symposium will provide valuable insight into
how programs will be identified, funded and implemented. The
morning session will tackle the State’s water infrastructure
challenges and implementation of Propositions 1E and 84.  The
afternoon session will cover the State’s transportation infra-
structure challenges and, again, how funds from the recently
approved Proposition 1B will be used and distributed.

Senior leaders from our State Legislature, the Department
of Water Resources, State Water Resources Control Board,
Water Resources Planning and Management, U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation, US Army Corps of Engineers, Department
of Health Services, Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority,
California Transportation Commission, California Department
of Transportation, Riverside County Transportation Commis-
sion, California Association of Councils of Government, Sonoma
County Transit Authority, and Humboldt County Association
of Governments have been invited to speak with a number
of outstanding speakers already confirmed. Again, this will
be a tremendous event providing insight into major infrastruc-
ture improvements affecting the future of California!

During lunch, Region 9 will distribute it’s awards recognizing
Outstanding Civil Engineering Projects, Outstanding Civil
Engineer in the Public Sector, Outstanding Civil Engineer in
the Private Sector, Outstanding Younger Member, Outstand-
ing Civil Engineer in Community Service, Outstanding Civil
Engineering Student, Outstanding Faculty Advisor, and Out-
standing Section or Branch Officer.

As the program develops, more details will be provided.

On February 6, 2007, members will again deliver ASCE’s
message to legislators that infrastructure funding must remain
a priority.  We will provide members with a brief training
session, a schedule of visits to legislators and then an evening
reception in the state capitol.  If you have any questions
about the events, please e-mail Region 9 Governors
Karl Longley (karll@csufresno.edu) and Michael Thornton
(mthornton@tkeengineering.com).

CALIFORNIA GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERS ASSN.
ANNUAL LOSS PREVENTION SEMINAR

Continuing its tradition of offering a forum for sharing practical experience to Soils
Technicians and Staff Professionals in the Geotechnical Industry, the California
Geotechnical Engineers Association (CGEA) will once again be presenting its Loss
Prevention Seminar on Saturday, January 27, 2007 at the Embassy Suites in
Santa Ana.  Our topics will include the following:

Michael Stevens, PE, F.ASCE – with over 34 yrs. of planning, engineering,
construction & business management experience in all phases of general civil
engineering, he will be presenting “The Evolution of The Grading Plan”.

Gary Seider, PE, M.ASCE – is the Engineering Manager for Hubbell Power Systems,
Inc. and is responsible for the development of new helical anchor/piles & resistance
pier products and applications. His presentation will be the “Correct Installation
Procedure of Helical Piles & Tiebacks”.

Jeff Geraci – an engineering geologist and a project manager for Moore & Taber
Geotechnical Constructors, Jeff will be discussing “Field Verification of Compaction
Grouting”.

Paul Bogseth PG, CEG, CHg– principal engineering geologist/Vice President of
Hetherington Engineering, Inc., will present a case history of a landslide repair
“Remediation of a Monterey Formation Landslide”.

Stewart Holt and Kent Jones – of State Compensation Insurance Fund will offer
“Work Site Risk Management & Site Safety Issues”.

Please join us for what promises to be a fun and informative seminar!

Location: Embassy Suites
1325 E. Dyer Rd.
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Time: 7:30 am to 4:00 pm (breakfast & lunch provided)

Cost: $110.00 CGEA Members          $165.00 Non-Members

Contact: t. (530) 344-0644       f. (530) 344-0834

e-mail: cgea@comcast.net

UPDATE:
2006 Hydrology Manual and

Sedimentation Manual, 2nd Edition
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works is pleased to announce the release
of the 2006 Hydrology Manual and the Sedimentation Manual, 2nd Edition.  The 2006
Hydrology Manual includes the latest approved methods for conducting hydrology
studies within the county.  The Sedimentation Manual, 2nd Edition has updated refer-
ences to the 2006 Hydrology Manual.  The manuals are available for download at
the following website: http://ladpw.org/wrd/publication/

The manuals are also available on a CD at the Cashier’s Office of the Los Angeles
County Department of Public Works, located at 900 S. Fremont Avenue, Alhambra,
CA.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

................................................................................................................................................................................................................

A R T I C L E

......................................................................................................................................................
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Los Angeles Section October 6, 2006 Annual Awards
and Installation Banquet

A N N O U N C E M E N T

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Photos are courtesy of Christina Lucas.

The Los Angeles Section had a great time during the Installation and Awards Dinner held at the Wrigley Mansion, Pasadena, CA.  Awards were
handed out to various members of the Section.
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A N N O U N C E M E N T
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ASCE Winter 2007
Continuing Education

Design, Construction, and Renovation of Masonry Structures (Structural)
Los Angeles, CA   •    January 11-12, 2007

Seismic Repair & Rehabilitation of Concrete and Masonry Structures  Using
FRP Composites (Construction)

Irvine, CA   •    January 11-12, 2007

Optimizing Structural and System Resil ience ( Infrastructure
Rehabilitation)

Palm Springs, CA   •    January 24-26, 2007

Soil Constitutive Modeling For Engineers: Fundamentals, Evaluation and
Calibration (Geotechnical)

San Francisco, CA   •    January 25-26, 2007

Structural Design of Buildings and Industrial Facilities for Blast Loads and
Accidental Chemical Explosions (Structural) HEC-RAS Computer
Workshop for Unsteady Flow Applications (Hydraulics)

San Diego, CA   •    February 7-9, 2007

Structural Vibration Analysis, Design and Troubleshooting (Structural)
Sacramento, CA   •    February 7-9, 2007

Structural Design of Industrial Facilities (Structural)
San Jose, CA   •    February 8-9, 2007

Design and Construction of Microtunneling Projects (Geotechnical)
Sacramento, CA   •    February 14-16, 2007

HEC-HMS Computer Workshop (Hydraulics)
San Francisco, CA   •    February 22-23, 2007

Dam Safety and Rehabilitation (Infrastructure Rehabilitation/
Hydraulics)

Sacramento, CA   •    March 8-9, 2007

Design for Cold Formed Steel Structures (Structural)
Los Angeles, CA   •    March 15-16, 2007

Structural Condition Assessment of Existing Structures (Structural)
Long Beach, CA   •    March 15-16, 2007

Planning, Construction and Risk Management in Tunneling
(Geotechnical)

San Francisco, CA   •    March 21-23, 2007

Financial Management for the Professional Engineer (Management)
San Diego, CA   •    March 22-23, 2007

Water Hammer in Transmission and Distribution Systems (Hydraulics)
Los Angeles, CA   •    March 22-23, 2007

A N N O U N C E M E N T

...............................................................................................................................................................................

Semi-Retired Civil Engineer
Semi-Retired Civil Engineer available for short term/long term
commitments. California P.E. with 40+ years of varied expe-
riences and responsibilities, including claims consulting
and expert witness testimony. C.V. and references will be
available upon your request.

E-mail: evnel@aol.com   •   Cell phone: 323-356-7814

KPFF CONSULTING ENGINEERS
KPFF Consulting Engineers seeks motivated and energetic structural
engineers. 2+ yrs of structural design experience with steel, concrete,
masonry and timber desired. B.S., M.S. degree; a P.E. license a plus.
Excellent communication and teamwork skills are essential.  Substantial
growth opportunity for all levels, and the opportunity to work on a wide
variety of interesting and challenging projects. Immediate positions avail-
able in our Los Angeles and Pasadena offices.  Please contact, fax or e-mail
resume to the following:

For Los Angeles: For Pasadena:
Ms. Joy Hernandez Ms. Tamara Kealty
KPFF Consulting Engineers KPFF Consulting Engineers
6080 Center Drive, Suite 300 2 N. Lake Avenue, Suite 820
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Pasadena, CA  91101
Phone: (310) 665-1536 Phone: (626) 578-1121
Fax: (310) 665-9070 Fax: (626) 578-9121
Email: jhernandez@kpff-la.com Email: tkealty@kpff-pas.com

ASCE’s 2006
Member-Get-A-Member
Drive Depends on You!

E M P L O Y M E N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

..................................................................................................................................................................................................
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JOIN THE GROWING TEAM OF

DMJM Harris, an AECOM Company

recognized in the ENR 2006 as the #1 Trans-

portation Engineering Firm in the US, has

immediate openings throughout the West Coast:

Civil Highway Engineers

Bridge Engineers

Drainage Engineers

Facility/Building Engineers

Project Managers

DMJM Harris offers an excellent salary and benefits

package including - 401(k)Stock Purchase Program, Health,

Life, Dental, Tuition Reimbursement, Career Advancement

Opportunities, Savings Plans, Referral Bonuses and more.

This is an excellent opportunity to advance your career

through involvement in a variety of assignments on a wide

array of challenging and rewarding high-profile projects,

DMJM Harris is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please forward resumes to our Corporate Recruiter:

Pam.hoebener@dmjmharris.com

Visit our website at www.dmjmharris.com
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

MATERIALS SUBMISSION
INFORMATION
If you’d like to have your business card or company information listed in
the Professional Directory, please contact Russ Ryan at (213) 217-
6625 or email him at rryan@mwdh2o.com for rates and deadlines.

All graphic materials submitted for use in this newsletter should have all
fonts outlined, and links included; .eps files preferred. Other formats are:
Ouark, Adobe Illustrator or Adobe Photoshop; additional acceptable file
formats are: .qxd, .eps, and .tif; PDF files are acceptable for proofing
only. Images embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent
separately, at a minimum resolution of 150 dpi at the display size de-
sired. Collected files, including links and fonts, should be compressed
and emailed, or sent on zip disk (provide return address). Business cards
can be submitted electronically as well, or send clean, crisp, b&w laser
print, unfolded.

Find out the latest Section &
Branch news @

www.ascelasection.org
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1405 Warner Ave.
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Phone (714) 258-8306
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E-mail: clucas@associationplanet.com

Editor
Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.
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One Gateway Plaza
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E-mail: cliban@UCLAlumni.net
Typesetting, Layout & Printing: The Center Quickprint
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Identification Statement
ASCE Newsletter, (ISSN 0273-6233)
is published monthly by ASCE,
Los Angeles Section, 1405 Warner Ave.
Tustin, California 92780. Subscription price
included in Section dues of $45.

Circulation
Circulated monthly (except for a joint
July/August issue) to the 5,000 subscribing
members of the Los Angeles Section, ASCE.

Advertising Rates
EMPLOYMENT ADS DISPLAY ADS

$75/column inch 1/8 page $150
1/4 page $250
1/2 page $415
1 page $690

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

$350 per business card for a full year
(Additional fees may be applied for typesetting.
Please call for information.)

POSITION WANTED ADS

No cost to L.A. Section members.

For more advertising and billing information,
please contact Russ Ryan, P.E., at MWD at
(213) 217-6625 or rryan@mwdh2o.com
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National ASCE (800) 548-2723 (ASCE)
Access National ASCE at: www.asce.org

L.A. Section web site at: www.ascelasection.org
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Please contact ASCE Membership at
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

POSTMASTER: THIS CONTAINS TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIALS.
 PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY.

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER.

President John T. Morris, P.E. Morris Water Resources Consultants Morriswater@earthlink.net (626) 796-0020
President-Elect Mark Norton, PE Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority mnorton@sawpa.org (951) 354-4221
Secretary Jay Higgins, P.E. URS Corporation jay_higgins@urscorp.com (818) 406-4896
Treasurer Diego Cadena, P.E. L.A. County Department of Public Works dcadena@ladpw.org (626)458-4008
Past-President Rich Haller, P.E San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District richardh@sbvmwd.com (909) 387-9223
Vice President - Student Activities Don Sepulveda, PE DMJM Harris don.sepulveda@dmjmharris.com (213) 593-8401
Vice President - Technical Groups Sonia Nasser, P.E. County of Orange Sonia.Nasser@rdmd.ocgov.com (714) 834-5679
Desert Area Gene Coufal, P.E. City of L.A. Department of Water and Power gene.coufal@ladwp.com (760) 697-3140
Metropolitan LA Cung Nguyen, P.E. L.A. County Department of Public Works cunguyen@ladpw.org (626)458-2562
Orange County Yazdan Emrani, P.E. Advanced Infrastructure Management, Inc. yemrani@aim-corp.net (714) 982-5040
San Bernardino/Riverside Christopher Turnage, P.E. Associated Engineers, Inc cturnage@assoc-eng.com (909) 226-4364
San Luis Obispo Jeff Werst, P.E. County of San Luis Obispo jwerst@co.slo.ca.us (805) 781-4480
Santa Barbara/Ventura Lauren J. Doyel, P.E. BTC Labs lauren.doyel@us.bureauveritas.com (805) 656-6074
Southern San Joaquin Janice Horcasitas, P.E. City of Bakersfield jhorcasi@bakersfieldcity.us (661) 326-3607
Young Member Forum Serge Haddad, P.E. City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering Serge.Haddad@lacity.org (213) 978-2074
Life Member Forum Ted McConville, PE tedmcconville@aol.com (949) 673-4475
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