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4. Award Description

A) Summary

Terry Dooley, P.E., has dedicated many years to ACE Mentor Program, a student
outreach program introducing high school students to career opportunities in
architecture, construction, and engineering. In 2002, Terry, the founding Director of
the Los Angeles Chapter, retired from a distinguished career as a builder of some of
California’s notable structures to become a volunteer builder of teenagers’ careers.
He has directly and indirectly influenced the lives of more than 1,000 students from
low-income areas of Los Angeles, Orange, and Riverside counties.
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B) Detailed Description

As a young civil engineer, Terry Dooley took up residence in California in 1954 and over
the next five decades helped to change the skyline of Los Angeles and San Francisco.
He devised the structural steel erection scheme for the Fairmont Hotel Tower in San
Francisco. In Los Angeles, he oversaw the seismic repair and restoration of Powell
Library and Royce Hall at UCLA. He directed the seismic base isolation of Rockwell
Building 80 in Seal Beach, for which he was co-winner of the American Society of Civil
Engineers’ 1991 Award for Innovation. The capstone of his career is a modern
architectural icon, the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in Los Angeles, where he led
the planning and construction by Morley Builders.

Terry put aside his hard hat when the cathedral was completed in 2002 and donned the
garb of a volunteer education leader. The founder of a burgeoning national after school
program – the Architecture Construction Engineering (ACE) Mentor Program of America
– tapped Terry to lay the foundation for ACE’s affiliate in the Los Angeles metropolitan
area, the first on the West Coast.

Terry’s extensive network throughout the building industry and his experience managing
complicated construction projects made him the ideal person to take on the task of
starting ACE program in Los Angeles. And so began Terry’s second successful career
– a full-time volunteer who has created and led a free educational program in Southern
California that has inspired hundreds of inner city high school students to go to college
in architecture, engineering and construction and has provided them with $500,000 in
scholarships through 2010.

ACE was established in 1995 when several far-sighted New York City engineers,
architects, and construction professionals concluded that the design and construction
industry faced a looming shortage of workers over the next several decades. They
realized the best way of attracting new talent into the industry’s workforce was to
capture the interest of high school students and to stimulate them to pursue careers as
engineers, architects, and construction managers. ACE relies on volunteer mentors –
all practicing architects, engineers, and construction professionals – to conduct the
program. Several mentors from different fields form a team with about 20 high school
students. Any interested student may participate in ACE without charge.

Terry Dooley took on the challenge of founding ACE’s Los Angeles affiliate with
enthusiasm and commitment. In the first year he recruited mentors, and found schools
willing to participate in the program. He raised funds for scholarships and for team
expenses such as food, transportation and insurance. With the help of volunteer legal
counsel, he created a local Board of Directors, incorporated and secured the
organization’s non-profit status. When the first year concluded in May 2003, he had
recruited 18 mentors who worked with 45 students from three high schools. Nine
graduating high school seniors were awarded college scholarships, and one went into
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carpenter’s apprenticeship training. Five of these students have received bachelor’s
degrees, and one is now is law school. The others are working in design and
construction. One 2003 ACE graduate now leads the ACE mentoring team at his
former high school.

From the start of the ACE program in Los Angeles, Terry decided to focus the program
on schools with a significant proportion of disadvantaged youth. Today 75% of ACE
students attend schools where 60% or more of the student body is eligible for the free
and reduced lunch program. Many are the first in their family to finish high school and
the first to enter college. ACE’s challenge of working with an under-privileged
population makes its success all the more notable

Since 2002, Terry has sparked ACE’s expansion several fold. Now operating in three
counties, ACE this year involves 350 students organized into 18 teams and drawing
students from 28 schools. There are 90 regular professional mentors, supplemented by
hosts at offices, labs and construction jobsites. In June 2010, approximately $90,000 in
scholarships will be awarded to an anticipated 75 students. In eight years, the ACE-Los
Angeles has emerged as the third most active ACE affiliate.

Thanks to Terry’s inspiration and leadership, in the eight years since 2002, ACE-Los
Angeles has reached over 1,000 students, many of whom participate in the program for
two or more years. Almost 500 professionals have donated countless hours as
mentors. Just over $1 million has been raised for scholarships and for operating
expenses such as insurance, buses, and receptions honoring students and mentors. A
total of 375 scholarships have been awarded to students. They attend many colleges
and universities in California as well as such prestigious institutions as the University of
Michigan, Brown, Cornell, and MIT. More than one-third of students who complete the
ACE program go on to study architecture, construction and engineering in college with
ACE scholarship support. Several have entered apprenticeship training in the
construction trades. Additional students have entered college but not in design and
construction. This is an enviable record of success.

Terry is the last person to seek recognition for his tireless services in creating and
leading the ACE affiliate in the Los Angeles metro area. He does not carry a title, such
as executive director, that truly reflects his role in the organization. Rather, he identifies
himself as a “Member of the Board of Directors.” He works quietly behind the scenes.
Many students are not aware that he has gone to bat for them to get internships or
admission to colleges where he has contacts.

For Terry, ACE is a worthy cause which he promotes without consideration of the time
involved. His reward comes from watching talented young individuals grow and
succeed. He is helping to build a future, diverse workforce for an industry that nurtured
him and his family for 50 years. Over his lifetime, Terry Dooley has progressed from
building structures to building lives.
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C ) Nominee Pictures

Terry Dooley at the 2005 ACE Awards Banquet

Terry Dooley with two scholarship recipients
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5. Award Supporting Documentation

See attachments
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