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2009 Goals and Challenges
this issue of the newsletter marks the beginning of our new 
fiscal year and the beginning of my year as your Section presi-
dent.  As many of you know, i have been involved with the Sec-
tion for a number of years, including involvement as a student.  
Over those years i have worked with many of the leaders of 
the Section whom i consider to be mentors and role models 

for all of us.  i am in the daunting position of walking in the footsteps of some of the finest lead-
ers of our profession.  i thought that i would take my first newsletter article to talk about my 
goals as your new Section presindent and how we would move forward into the future.

the Los Angeles Section is a part of the larger picture of ASce as a whole, in other words, the 
Society.  We have to strategically place ourselves at the forefront of the Society and to general 
public.  We should be the Society of choice for the civil engineering community to belong to and 
the public to turn to for information, guidance, and resources.  education, sustainability, public 
awareness of engineering issues, and our decaying infrastructure continue to be key issues as 
the Society moves into the future.  

the Los Angeles Section plays a key role in the Society.  We have provided national leaders, 
including several Society presidents, who have shaped the direction of the Society and are 
widely responsible for where we are today.  Our Section has its foundations in our seven 
Branches and they provide the framework for how we develop local activities and provide value 
to our members.  in addition, the Section has the very unique position as the second largest 
(or largest depending on the list) to the texas Section, which happens to be the entire state of 
texas.  We are part of region 9 which is the only region within the Society that encompasses a 
single geo-political unit, the entire state of california.  As we move forward we must remember 
these relationships and our role within these separate groups.  

As president of the Section, i have set the following goals for this year:

Branch Activities
the Branches are the foundation for our success.  it is our effort at the Branch level that pro-
vides significant value to our members.  Over the next year we will continue to strengthen the 
network between the Section and the Branches and build upon the Branches for local leader-
ship in the areas of legislative activities, education, public involvement, and recognition.

Legislative Activities
this is a very important year from a political standpoint.  Over the coming months we will be 
electing a new united States president along with several national Senators and representa-
tives.  As we all know, infrastructure has been a significant issue in recent years.  this will 
continue through the national election.  So far, it appears that some candidates are more in tune 
with our infrastructure needs than others.  it is up to us to ensure that they all understand that 
infrastructure is not important to us solely because of the jobs it brings, but more importantly 
because we build the quality of life for all Americans.  Over the coming year, we will increase 
legislative involvement by working with the Branches and the region to develop a legislative 
activity plan that strengthens our influence in the society.  A Legislative committee has been 
established at the Section level to work with the Branches and the region to build upon the suc-
cesses that we have had in recent years.
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topics to discuss how we, as advisors, can help our respective student chapters.  the new advisors were able to learn about what worked and what didn’t 
from seasoned advisors, some having over 15 years of experience, while the seasoned advisors were able to get fresh ideas from advisors who were just 
starting to get their feet wet.

After the day’s activities, we enjoyed dinner at the Washington harbor in georgetown, which 
had an incredible view of the potomac river.  We ended the night with a driving tour of our 
nation’s capital before heading back to the hotel.  the workshop was well worth the trip 
across the country. i encourage everyone to support the students, whether as an advisor or 

a mentor, as they are the future of 
civil engineering!

Marie Trinh is with Jacobs Carter Burgess.  
She is also the ASCE Orange County Branch 
Student Activities Committee Chair.

v v v v v  

2008 PFATW attendees in front of the beautiful Washington Harbour 
fountain.   
   

Photo taken by Dion Coward, 
ASCE National staff.

Roundtable discussion on how to 
motivate student chapter leaders.
  

Photo taken by Spencer Boulter, 
ASCE National staff.

We Need You
the beginning of the new fiscal year brings with its new plans and hopes for 
a bigger and better Los Angeles Section.  in the backdrop of challenging 
economic times, we struggle to survive in our environment.  in these times 
of anxiety, we put forth our engineering agenda, that while drowned in the 
midst of financial and political news, we must continue to highlight, lest these 
will be forgotten.  

Our new Los Angeles Section president don Sepulveda, p.e., FASce does just 
that.  in his inaugural ASce Los Angeles Section Monthly newsletter message, 
he outlines his goals in five specific areas for the coming year:

• Branch Activities;
• Legislative Activities;
• education;
• Membership, 
• and 2013 centennial celebration.

Specific activities within these areas will form the backbone of this year’s 
Section programs.  Let us put our full support to don as he leads our Section 
to a new and very exciting administration.

We also hope to hear from you soon.  We are interested in receiving articles and 
other materials for your monthly newsletter.  We thank those of you who have 
submitted the material published over the past few years.  Submissions should 
be in the form of a publishable article that is preferably tied to an ASce event.  

We will publish articles of general engineering interest like sustainability tips 
and innovations, water resource conservation, an interesting take on a design 
concept or case studies.  there are many ideas that may become articles with 
a little bit of ingenuity.  We welcome letters to the editor and reviews.  

Marie trinh is an example.  We feature in this issue Marie’s trip to reston, vA 
to participate in the ASce practitioner & Faculty Advisor training Workshop.  
this workshop provides an avenue for both veteran and rookie Faculty and 
practitioner Advisors to share ideas and mentor each other in the implementa-
tion of school related programs at their respective Sections.

We hope you enjoy this issue.  thanks!

- dr. cris B. Liban, p.e.

Rendezvous in Reston
By: Marie trinh

Are you wondering where in the world is reston?  Shame on you if you 
don’t know!  reston, vA is the hometown of ASce World headquarters 
in the Washington dc metropolitan area, and the meeting place for the 
annual ASce practitioner & Faculty Advisor training Workshop (pFAtW), 
which took place on Aug. 8-9.

i bet now you’re wondering, “Faculty and practitioner Advisors?  Who are 
they and what do they do?”  Faculty and practitioner Advisors are advi-
sors to the student chapters, in which the Los Angeles Section has ten: 
cpp, cpSLO, cSuF, cSuLA, cSuLB, cSun, LMu, uci, ucLA, and uSc.  
each student chapter should have three advisors: one Faculty Advisor (FA) 
appointed by the university and two practitioner Advisors (pA) appointed 
by their respective section or branch, but that doesn’t mean they can’t 
have more!  Advisors offer continuity throughout the years as students 
come and go.

As an advisor, one may be at lost as to where to start and how to help the 
students. that is where the pFAtW comes in. the goals of the pFAtW are 
to:

• impart the vision of the value and purpose of ASce Student 
 Organizations;
• give advisors the tools they need to make their ASce Student 
 Organization function;
• create a network of ASce Faculty and practitioner Advisors;
• develop the leadership abilities of the Faculty Advisor; and
• Assist Faculty and practitioner Advisors in understanding his/her  
 role in working with the Student Organization.

the workshop kicked off with a Welcome dinner at paolo’s restaurant 
in reston towne center, where we made our introductions.  the diverse 
group of 30+ people comprised of practitioner and faculty advisors, young 
and younger, who came from as far west as california, and as far east as 
pennsylvania.  LA Section represented approximately 10% of the attend-
ees.  they included Kari Wagner, pA for cal poly, San Luis Obispo; dr. Binod 
tiwari, FA for cal State Fullerton; and myself, pA for uc irvine.  Kari won the 
award for traveling the farthest to get to reston.

On Saturday, we started the ball rolling on accomplishing our goals with 
a nice, warm breakfast to power our brains.  We had several roundtable
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF 
CIVILENGINEERS

REGION 9 - DEVELOPMENT OF DIGITAL
VISUAL MATERIALS FOR RECRUITMENT
ASCE Region 9 (the state of California) would like to invite Student Chapters and Younger 
Member Forums (YMF) to participate in an event to promote the Civil Engineering profession.  
The purpose of the activity is to develop digital video, music, and/or photo slideshow presentation 
to be used for: 

(1) the recruitment and transition of young engineers into ASCE and YMF activities, and  
(2) the recruitment of pre-college students into undergraduate civil engineering programs.   

There will be funds to reimburse teams up to $150 per school to purchase materials for the 
creation of the videos (ie music rights, props, rights to photos).  This program is open to all 24 
ASCE student groups in Region 9, each student group will be permitted to sponsor one team for 
each topic.

Each team will be comprised of three or more students, a YMF member, a practitioner advisor, 
and a faculty advisor.  The advisors will provide input from the industry and university 
perspectives.  The team will prepare a three to six minute presentation using digital 
video/photo/music slideshow format or combination thereof. Using an inspiring and uplifting 
message, each presentation will address one of the two possible topics, (1) the recruitment and 
transition of young engineers into ASCE and YMF activities and (2) the recruitment of pre-
college students into undergraduate civil engineering programs.  Example videos are provided 
in the package.  A team may have two entries but only one entry in each of the two topic areas. 

Teams will be responsible for acquiring their own photo, video, and music copyright use and 
license use in order to post presentation on the internet and website. Use of public domain 
material is also encouraged. 

The following is the time for submittal: 
Competition announcement   August 1, 2008 
Student team enrollment   October 1, 2008 
Presentation preparation completion  January 1, 2009 
Announcement of winners   At Region 9 awards banquet in   
      February, 2009 in Sacramento 

THERE WILL BE TWO PRIZES (ONE EACH CATEGORY) OF $1,500 FOR THE 
WINNING TEAM(S) 

We look forward to your participation in this event.  If you have questions please contact Gary 
Gilbert at gary@diazyourman.com, 
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DISASTER  TRAINING
classes are being organized for volunteers under the auspicies of 
the State of california, Office of emergency Services (OeS) to help in 
the event of a major disaster. classes will be held in alternate ASce 
Branch areas when there are sufficient requests. qualified individu-
als are california registered civil, Structural, geotechnical, certi-
fied engineering geologists, or Architects. if you are interested in 
attending a class please contact the ASce disaster preparedness 
committee chairman. the class lasts 5-6 hours and the cost is 
$15. classes are midweek and start at 9 or 10 AM.

to register for the class, submit your name along with your tele-
phone number, fax number, e-mail address, and zip code. You will 
be contacted when 10 or more individuals request a class. the 
maximum number in a class should not exceed 20.

if your Branch or Firm would like to offer the use of its facilities for 
a class, please register and provide the contact person, phone, 
fax, and e-mail. You will be contacted to make arrangements. the 
class should have at least 10 and not more than about 20.

thank you for your support of the American Society of civil 
engineers.

Jack W. rolston
chair, disaster preparedness committee, ASce L.A. Section

818-345-9199             818-345-5283 fx
ascedisaster@earthlink.net
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Education
the future of our Society and our profession is in our youth.  As many of you know, the 
education of our younger folks is very important to me.  Of course we will be continuing 
the strong university outreach that we have built up over the years.  in particular, i want 
to be able to assist our ten schools in successfully participating in the pacific Southwest 
regional conference which will be held in hawaii this year.  Any support we can give our 
students through advisement, mentorship, and financial donations will go a long way to 
help them be successful.  

the Society recognizes that our K-12 generation is important to the future of civil 
engineering.  We have found out that by reaching into these younger people we have 
an opportunity to guide them into engineering and increase the knowledge base that 
will be important for our future.  Several of our Branches have established K-12 outreach 
programs.  i have asked russ ryan, Los Angeles Section vice president of Student 
Activities, to further develop our K-12 outreach by building on the successes within the 
Branches and applying that success across the Section through coordinated activities.

Membership
it is no secret that we rely on our members to attain our goal and provide the value that 
we do.  Over the next year we will continue to provide value to our membership and 
potential members through coordinated outreach between the Section and the Branches.  
in addition, we will be looking to promote the advancement in grade of Section Members 
from Member to Fellow.

A not so new, but little known, focal point for the Society is the subject of “student 
conversion”.  A new strategic initiative for the Society is to increase the amount of 
student members that convert to Associate Members upon graduation.  We will be 
working in concert with the Society initiative to better facilitate this conversion.

2013 Centennial
the year 2013 marks the 100th anniversary of our Section.  i will 
be appointing a committee to begin the preparations for this cel-
ebration, and already some great ideas have been put forward.  
the committee will be moving ideas forward, beginning the plan-
ning for the year, and establishing budgets and action plans.  

these five goals will serve as a foundation from which we will 
be exploring new ideas.  in addition, we will be continuing the 
great work that has commenced in the areas of sustainability and 
water resources.  two additional initiatives that i would like to see 
completed or instituted in this term include:

Policy and Procedures
the Section modified our Bylaws and constitution over the past 
year.  throughout this year we will finalize the changes to the 
policy and procedures Manual.

Engineers Without Borders
As some of you may know, the Society has established a partner-
ship with engineers without Borders (eWB). We will work closer 
with eWB this year.  

the role of all members of the Section from students to Life 
Members is important.  We each provide life experience that 
is an example to others.  this is an exciting time with many 
challenges.  together we can meet them and succeed.

i am looking forward to working with you as we continue to 
provide the highest value to our membership.  please call me 
at (310) 846-1813 or email me at dsepulveda@hntb.com if you 
have any questions or suggestions.  We hope to see you at our 
next ASce Los Angeles Section event!
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KPFF CONSULTING ENGINEERS
KpFF consulting engineers seeks motivated and energetic structural 
engineers. 2+ yrs of structural design experience with steel, con-
crete, masonry and timber desired. B.S., M.S. degree; a p.e. license 
a plus. excellent communication and teamwork skills are essential.  
Substantial growth opportunity for all levels, and the opportunity 
to work on a wide variety of interesting and challenging projects. 
immediate positions available in our Los Angeles and pasadena 
offices.  please contact, fax or e-mail resume to the following:

For Los Angeles: For Pasadena:

Ms. Joy hernandez Ms. tamara Kealty
KPFF Consulting Engineers KPFF Consulting Engineers
6080 center drive, Suite 300 2 n. Lake Avenue, Suite 820
Los Angeles, cA 90045 pasadena, cA  91101
phone: (310) 665-1536 phone: (626) 578-1121
Fax: (310) 665-9070 Fax: (626) 578-9121
email: jhernandez@kpff-la.com email: tkealty@kpff-pas.com

E M P l O y M E N t  O P P O r t U N i t i E s

..............................................................................................................................

A Great Idea From the Life Members
the ASce Life Members’ public image committee request 
that members take their (to be discarded) civil engineering 
magazines to their doctor’s office or barber shop and merge 
them with the stack of magazines. We feel that this will be an ef-
fective way to make the general public more aware of what civil 
engineers do.ASCE Ad 6-08.ai   6/10/2008   1:51:42 PM
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kpff Consulting Engineers

www.kpff.com

Seattle Everett Tacoma Lacey Portland Eugene Sacramento
San Francisco Walnut Creek Los Angeles Long Beach

Pasadena Irvine San Diego Pheniox Denver St. Louis New York

6080 Center Drive, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA 90045

(310) 665-1536 Civil Fax (310) 665.9075

Phone: (562) 427-6899 
Fax: (562) 427-3314

Email: info@greggdrilling.com
Web Site: www.greggdrilling.com 

GREGG DRILLING & TESTING, INC. 
ENVIRONMENTAL and GEOTECHNICAL DRILLING 
WELL INSTALLATION 
CONE PENETRATION TESTING 

2726 WALNUT AVE. · SIGNAL HILL, CA 90755 

LAND DESIGN CONSULTANTS, INC.
Land Planning, Civil Engineering, Surveying & Environmental Services

199 South Los Robles Ave., Suite 250
Pasadena, California 91101 Valencia Office:
626•578•7000 661•775•3940
Fax 626•578•7373 E-mail: ldc@ldcla.com Fax 661•775•3942

WATER
WASTEWATER
 RECYCLED WATER
 STORM WATER

STEWART

I N C O R P O R A T E D

E N G I N E E R I N G C O N S U L T A N T S

&
KRIEGER

R i v e r s i d e , C A  ( 9 5 1 ) 6 8 4 - 6 9 0 0

w w w . k r i e g e r a n d s t e w a r t . c o m

Loca l 805 654 6977

FAX 805 654 6979

Sta te 800 676 1916

1672 Donlon Street

Ventura, California 93003

E n g i n e e r s P l a n n e r s S u r v e y o r s

www.jdscivil.com

The leader in civil engineering

and surveying providing

professional state-of-the-art

services, commitment to

e x c e l l e n c e , a n d t i m e l y

responsiveness.

•  land development
•  entitlement services
•  survey & mapping
•  water quality assurance
•  eco-adaptive design
•  groundwater services
•  environmental engineering
•  GIS & CADD graphicsfull circle thinking

www.fuscoe.com
949.471.1960

Irvine • San Diego • Inland Empire • Palm Springs

Steven R. Marvin, P.E. 
President 

2700 S. Grand Ave.  
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
Ph (714) 546-3468 
Fax (714) 546-5841 
smarvin@labellemarvin.com 

www.labellemarvin.com 

* Geotechnical Engineering           * Engineering Geology
* Geo-Earthquake Engineering       * Hydrogeology
* Seismic Hazards Evaluation            * Seismic Geology
* Soil Dynamics/Vibrations                 * Forensic Studies

525 N Cabrillo Park Drive, Suite 280
Santa Ana, California  92701

Phone: (714) 796-9100;  FAX: (714) 796-9191
Web Site: www.geopentech.com

17 offices in California, Arizona, Washington & Idaho
Los Angeles Area Office (818) 901-8075

www.earthsystems.com

EARTH SYSTEMS
Geotechnical Engineering
Engineering Geology
Environmental Consulting
Materials Testing & Inspections

Joseph J. Kulikowski, PE, GE
Founder, President & Principal Engineer

15375 Barranca Pkwy  •  Suite K-102  •  Irvine, CA 92618
Phone (949) 753-8766  •  Fax (949) 753-8887

Email: joekul@genterra.com • Web Site: www.genterra.com

20 Fairbanks (949) 458-3832
Suite 178 Fax: (949) 458-1046
Irvine, CA 92618 Website: www.aesciences.om

www.dmjmharris.com
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CORPORATE OFFICE 
937 S. Via Lata, Suite 500 
Colton, CA 92324 
(909) 783-0101 

Offices throughout California 

CIVIL ENGINEERING 

PLANNING 

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING 

SURVEYING 
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kpff Consulting Engineers

www.kpff.com

Seattle Everett Tacoma Lacey Portland Eugene Sacramento
San Francisco Walnut Creek Los Angeles Long Beach

Pasadena Irvine San Diego Pheniox Denver St. Louis New York

6080 Center Drive, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA 90045

(310) 665-1536 Civil Fax (310) 665.9075

LAND DESIGN CONSULTANTS, INC.
Land Planning, Civil Engineering, Surveying & Environmental Services

199 South Los Robles Ave., Suite 250
Pasadena, California 91101 Valencia Office:
626•578•7000 661•775•3940
Fax 626•578•7373 E-mail: ldc@ldcla.com Fax 661•775•3942
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Debanik Chaudhuri
Chief Geotechnical Engineer

562 355 8635
dchaudhuri

  

Offices located throughout Arizona, California and Nevada  •  www.RBF.com

BEST FIRM
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To Work For

Providing innovative, timely and cost effective solutions to 
today’s design challenges through personalized Client service.

PLANNING        DESIGN       CONSTRUCTION

C I V I L  E N G I N E E R I N G

C O N S T R U C T I O N  M A N A G E M E N T

L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T U R E
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www.psomas.com
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17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442   Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail:  hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

MATERIALS SUBMISSION INFORMATION
if you’d like to have your business card or company information 
listed in the professional directory, please contact Lorena Arce 
at (310) 486-2399 or email her at arce.engineer@verizon.net 
for rates and deadlines.

All graphic materials submitted for use in this newsletter should 
have all fonts outlined, and links included; .eps files preferred. Other 
formats are: Ouark, Adobe illustrator or Adobe photoshop; addi-
tional acceptable file formats are: .qxd, .eps, and .tif; pdF files are 
acceptable for proofing only. images embedded in Microsoft Word 
documents should be sent separately, at a minimum resolution of 
150 dpi at the display size desired. collected files, including links 
and fonts, should be compressed and emailed, or sent on zip disk 
(provide return address). Business cards can be submitted electroni-
cally as well, or send clean, crisp, b&w laser print, unfolded.

Garry Lay, PE, GE
Farid Motamed, PE, GE

2020 East First Street
Suite 400
Santa Ana, CA 92705
Tel: 714.835.6886
Fax: 714.973.4062

www.urscorp.com

915 Wilshire Boulevard
Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Tel: 213.996.2200
Fax: 213.996.2374

Community  |  Civic & Public Safety  |  Education  |  Recreation  |  Urban
architects | engineers | landscape architects | planners | surveyors

P: (805) 543-1794  |  www.rrmdesign.com

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442 Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail: hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

Hayim Ninyo
Ted Miyake

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442 Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail: hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

Hayim Ninyo
Ted Miyake

Hydrology/Hydraulics/EnvironmEntal softwarE

AdvAnced engineering 
SoftwAre

P.o. Box 4962
gArden grove, cA  92842-4962

tel/fAx: (714) 780-8990
TO REVIEW AES PROGRAM FEATURES AND 

CAPABILITIES, 
VISIT:

http://www.advancedengineeringsoftware.com
•  Software written/supported by autHors of 

tHE Hydrology manuals.
•  Software used throughout Southern California since 1980 

by private and government agency engineers.
•  Used to develop 55 City-Wide and County-Wide Master Plans 

of Drainage throughout California.

AES Program Developers & Support: 
Theodore V. Hromadka II, Ph.D., Ph.D., Ph.D., P.E., P.H., LG, Professor 
Emeritus, CSUF; Johannes J. DeVries, Ph.D., P.E., Faculty, UC Davis; 

Howard H. Chang, Ph.D., P.E., Professor, SDSU; 
Paolo Zanetti, Ph.D., QEP, President, EnviroCOMP; 

Robert J. Whitley, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine; 
Carlos Brebbia, Ph.D., Director, Wessex Institute of Technology; 

Gary Guymon, Ph.D., P.E., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine.

Contacts: Fred Greve, P.E.
Gail Stone

27812 El Lazo Road
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Tel: (949) 349-0671
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Please contact ASCE Membership at 
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.
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Santa ana, Ca

president  don Sepulveda, p.e. hntB dsepulveda@hntB.com,  (714) 415-8921

president-elect Jay higgins, p.e. urS corporation jay_higgins@urscorp.com (818) 406-4896

past-president Mark norton, p.e. Santa Ana Watershed project Authority mnorton@sawpa.org (951) 354-4221

Secretary Janice horcasitas, p.e. city of Bakersfield department of public Works jhorcasi@bakersfieldcity.us (661) 326-6307

treasurer Jalal vahabnezhad, p.e. L.A. county department of public Works jvahab@ladpw.org (626) 458-3114

vice president - Student Activities russell ryan, p.e. Metropolitan Water district of Southern california rryan@mwdh2o.com (213) 217-6625

vice president - technical groups Sonia nasser, p.e. Bryan A. Stirrat & Associates ascemom@gmail.com (951) 836-3953

desert Area gene coufal, p.e. city of L.A. department of Water and power gene.coufal@ladwp.com (760) 873-0225

Metropolitan Los Angeles Androush danielians, p.e. dMJM harris androush.danielians@dmjmharris.com (213) 593-8402

Orange county Kenneth rosenfield, p.e. city of Laguna hills krosenfield@ci.laguna-hills.ca.us (949) 707-2655

San Bernardino/riverside counties tim Wilson, p.e. city of redlands  twilson@cityofredlands.org (909) 798-7585

San Luis Obispo courtney howard, p.e. county of San Luis Obispo choward@co.slo.ca.us (805) 781-1016

Santa Barbara/ventura counties Linda Sumansky, p.e. city of Santa Barbara LSumansky@SantaBarbaracA.gov (805) 564-5361

Southern San Joaquin Mark evans, p.e. Kern county road dept. marke@co.kern.ca.us (661) 862-8854

Younger Member Forum cesar Moran, p.e. psomas cmoran@psomas.com (310) 954-3773

Life Member Forum ted Mcconville, p.e. retired tedmcconville@aol.com (949) 673-4475

region 9 governor Shahnawaz Ahmad, p.e. SA Associates sahmad@saassociates.net (626) 821-3456
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