Orange County, Calif., Water System Wins 2009 ASCE
Outstanding Civil Engineering Achievement

Orange County Wastewater Purification facility, Fountain Valley, Calif.

For its creative, effective solution to water shortage challenges, the Orange County,
Calif., Groundwater Replenishment System has been selected as the ASCE Outstanding
Civil Engineering Achievement for 2009. With water demand soaring in southern
California, Orange County needed a solution that was more cost-effective than importing
water or desalination and would satisfy needs for decades to come. The county's Water
and Sanitation District opted for a process that recycles and purifies wastewater and
returns it to reservoirs and groundwater aquifers — one which also mitigates the impact of
droughts. ASCE President Wayne Klotz calls the system "an excellent example of how
civil engineering can contribute to a community's economic success, improve residents'
quality of life and protect public safety." The award was announced and presented to
Orange County water officials at the ASCE Society's OPAL Gala April 23.



