
Los Angeles Section Monthly:  S E P T E M B E R  0 6  page 1

VOL_XLVI NO_9

In This Issue page
..............................................................................................................................

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 1

EDITORIAL 2

FINANCIAL FOUNDATION 2

ANNOUNCEMENTS 3~6

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 7~11

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 12~13

..............................................................................................................................

Reminder:
Copy deadline for the Oct. 2006 issue is Sept. 1,

2006; copy deadline for Nov. 2006 issue is

Oct. 1, 2006.

Se
pt

. 0
6 Los Angeles Section

Monthly:  Est. 1913

ORANGE /  SAN_BERNARD INO/R IVERS IDE /  SAN_LU IS_OB ISPO /  SANTA_BARBARA/VENTURA /  DESERT /

SOUTHERN SAN_JOAQU IN  /  METROPOL ITAN LOS ANGELES

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

www.ascelasection.org

— African Tribal Saying

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

Rich Haller, P.E.
Section President

You’re new Board is trained and ready to go! In August, incom-
ing Board members got together for a “crash course” on ASCE
operations and management. They are now ready to “hit the
ground running” October 1st. That’s important because the
year will be busy beginning with the Section annual installa-
tion and awards banquet October 6th and general elections
being held in November; the ballot includes important infra-
structure bonds. “Welcome” to new Board members Jay
Higgins, P.E., M.ASCE and Sonia Nasser, P.E., M. ASCE,
incoming Secretary and Vice President of Technical Groups
respectively. Thanks to all the Board members for their
commitment to the profession and to ASCE!

The Section will hold its annual Awards and Installation Dinner, Friday October 6th at
the Wrigley Mansion, also known as Tournament House. Tournament House serves as the
permanent headquarters of the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Association. The 88-year old
mansion is a majestic 22-room, 18,500-square-foot Italian Renaissance-style house designed
by architect G. Lawrence Stimson. You won’t want to miss this rare opportunity so please
sign up now (see announcement in this newsletter)!

Region 9, representing the four sections within California, is preparing a California Infra-
structure Report Card to be unveiled September 27th in Sacramento. Grades will be
provided on the different areas of infrastructure and will be similar to the National and local
report cards previously presented by ASCE. The report card will provide timely information
as voters consider infrastructure bonds on transportation, levees and flood control facilities,
water, education and housing, and a constitutional amendment to “once and for all” end
the diversion of transportation funds to other programs. The following is a listing of the
Propositions on the November ballot:

Proposition 1A, Transportation Funding Protection
Proposition 1B, Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality and Port Security Bond Act
Proposition 1C, Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act
Proposition 1D, Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act
Proposition 1E, Disaster Preparedness and Flood Prevention Bond Act
Proposition 84, Water Quality, Safety and Supply, Flood Control, Natural Resource

Protection, Park Improvements Bonds

For voter information, see the Secretary of State’s web page at the following link and be sure
to vote on November 7th! www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_vig_publicdisplay.htm

As my term as Section President winds down, I’d like to thank the Section Board for an
outstanding year! We’ve accomplished a lot and raised awareness of infrastructure needs.
The year started off with the Section annual awards and installation dinner at Disneyland’s

“ The person who is not hungry says that the
coconut has a hard shell.”

continued on page 3
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Financial Foundation
by Ruben Trigueros

This is the first of a series of articles I will be writing regarding financial
solutions and investing. This article is written by an engineer who has
developed an expertise in financial planning and has now been licensed in
that field.  This as well as other upcoming articles will hopefully make us
more aware of the role of the financial planner and the importance of a
financial plan in an engineer’s life.

One survey asked adults (ages 40 to 64 with annual incomes of at least
$75,000) how much savings they would need in order to maintain their
standard of living in retirement. Respondents working with a financial
professional expected to need about $2.5 million. Respondents who did
not have professional guidance expected to need about $3.5 million.

Setting realistic expectations is just one of many variables that could effect
your retirement planning. Although there is no assurance that working with
a financial professional will improve results, working with someone who
focuses on your overall financial objectives can help you consider options
that could have a substantial effect on your long term financial situation.

Survey respondents who worked with a financial professional were noted
to have saved more for retirement than those who did not. On average, the
group without a solid financial strategy had accumulated less than one-
third of the savings they expected to need, compared with the financially
strategized group, who had accumulated an average of 72 percent of what
they expected to need.

A financial professional can remove some of the guesswork by helping
you consider areas of your retirement future that you may have not consid-
ered. For example:

• What percentage of your pre-retirement income will you need to
maintain your lifestyle?

• What sources of retirement income will you have?

• How might inflation affect your investment portfolio?

• How long can you expect to be retired?

• How will you pay for medical expenses or extended long term care?

• How protected are your assets from a severe market downturn?

Professional guidance can help you make informed decisions and manage
the uncertainties inherent in preparing for retirement.

Ruben Trigueros is a financial planner at Trilogy Financial Services, Inc.

ASCE’s 2006
Member-Get-A-Member
Drive Depends on You!

A Great Idea From the Life Members
The ASCE Life Members’ Public Image Committee request
that members take their (to be discarded) Civil Engineering
magazines to their doctor’s office or barber shop and merge
them with the stack of magazines. We feel that this will be
an effective way to make the general public more aware of
what civil engineers do.

Another (Fiscal) Year Over

This is the last issue of our current fiscal year 2005-2006.  It has been
a very productive year for your newsletter.  During this time, we have
successfully transitioned to a publication delivery system that is quite
unique: paper and electronic depending on which media our members
want.  It was confusing at first, but we finally got it right.

As you may have read in our President’s Message, there was also an
outside audit conducted on our Section’s finances.  Your newsletter
came out of that audit unscathed.  With one or two minor items of
consideration, it was determined that we are functioning quite well.

This is again a great financial year for us.  As you know, your newsletter
is run by volunteers like myself and as a volunteer publication, we are
once again able to generate excess funds that we will be giving back to
the Los Angeles Section.  Those funds will be used in many Section
activities.

Since taking over the management of this newsletter, we have been
able to send funds back to our Section for six of the last eight years.  We
are proud of our financial accomplishment and proud of our ability to
support Section activities.  To put this in perspective, over eight years
ago, this newsletter was subsidized by the Los Angeles Section in the
amount of approximately $60,000 per year.  The year your current
newsletter staff took over, the newsletter was about to be axed by the
Section.  Because of our efforts but most importantly the support of
our advertisers, we were able to turn around our publication to where it
is right now.  We forge ahead and continue in this journey.

We present in this issue an article written by a professional engineer
who is also a financial planner.  The article talks about the need to plan
out our financial future.  We hope you enjoy it.  Also, we have several
technical seminars that are worth going to.  Our installation banquet is
also around the corner.  I hope you don’t miss these events.

Finally, we say “thanks” to our outgoing officers.  We had the luxury of
having very dynamic individuals who have been tirelessly volunteering
their time to ensure that our 5,000 Los Angeles Section members are
energized and plugged in to the pulse of the Section and of National
ASCE.  You have seen them in your own Branches.  You know who they
are.  Your involvement we hope remains the same as you support the
incoming Section officers.  This newsletter is the media bridging ideas
hatched out in Section and Branch meetings to the realization of those
ideas in the real world.

Enjoy this issue.

- Dr. Cris B. Liban
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Club 33. Many worthy projects and individuals were recognized; Lifetime Achievement awards were presented to Herb Nakasone P.E., M.ASCE and Bob
Hodson, P.E.. The banquet was quickly followed by the National Conference held in Los Angeles. A highlight of the conference was the community
service project at the Bradley Multipurpose Senior Center in Watts with over 100 volunteers, many from the Section.  The power of many hands working
together was clearly evident at the end of the day! In February, the Life Member Forum conducted the Life Member Induction Luncheon with ASCE
National President Dennis Martensen, P.E., F.ASCE attending to congratulate the inductees and to provide a keynote presentation. The Life Members
also honored Charles Ruiz, P.E., M. ASCE with the 5th Annual Robert W. Bien Life Member Award. Also in February (as part of Engineer’s Week), the
Section participated in the Legislative Day in Sacramento. Many Section members met with their local legislators to provide information on infrastructure
and discuss the need for increased funding.

In July, the Section’s International Committee conducted the 4th International Engineering and Construction Conference at Cal State Fullerton.
The conference was honored to have Cindy Quon, Caltrans District 12 Director and Arthur Leahy, Chief Executive Officer of the Orange County Transpor-
tation Authority as luncheon speakers. In addition, presentations on Project Planning and Management, Environmental Issues, Engineering and Construction
were heard from speakers of many nationalities. I enjoyed the company of a Japanese civil engineering student at lunch.

I’m pleased to announce that the Section has completed its first “outside audit” of the Section’s financial statement for Fiscal Year 2004/2005. Previous
audits have been performed by the Section’s Audit Committee. The results indicate accurate financial record keeping by the Section’s Treasurer. The report
also contained a few recommendations currently being evaluated by the Audit Committee.

In closing, I’d like to thank my wife Beverly for all her support, for attending so many events and for allowing me the time to serve the profession! I’d also like
to thank departing Board members Neil Morrison, P.E., M.ASCE (Past President) and Rossana D’Antonio (Vice-President, Technical Groups) for their years of
hard work. A special “thank you” goes to Carl Blum, P.E., F.ASCE and Irv Sherman who are “retiring” as long term officers of ASCE. Carl most recently served
as the Region 9 Society Director, serving as the Chair of the Board of Governors and also serving on the National Board of Directors. Irv most recently
served as Chair of the History and Heritage Committee, helping to dedicate many sites as historical landmarks and preserve the region’s civil engineering
heritage.  Each has served as role models for me and I really appreciate their service!

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E   continued
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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PRESENTERS:
MIKE HOOLIHAN, P.E.
IRWD
PRINCIPAL ENGINEER

TOM EPPERSON, P.E.
TETRA TECH, INC.
SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER

JEFF STANEART, P.E.
IRWD
DISTRICT CONSTRUCTION & OPERATIONS
ENGINEERING MANAGER

This 4-hour seminar will cover:

----— IRWD Master Planning Process
----— Overview of Hydraulic Modeling
----— IRWD Subdivision Water Design
----— Preparation of Water Plans
----— Pitfalls During Construction

Save the Date!
Where: Irvine Ranch Water District
15600 Sand Canyon, Irvine
Board Room

Cost:
w $100.00 per person with paid reservations

by Monday, September 18, 2006

w $110.00 after September 18, 2006

Get your reservations in early!
SPACE IS LIMITED!

The proceeds of the seminar will be donated to support
ASCE Student Chapter at CSULB, CSUF, and UCI, and to
Student Scholarships.

Water Design and Construction Seminar
September 22, 2006

Make checks payable to ASCE, Orange County
Please fill in the following information below and mail with check to:

Sam Ali / Martha Woodworth
Psomas

3187 Red Hill Avenue, Suite 250
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

(714) 751-7373 Phone          (714) 545-8883 Fax

Name:___________________________________________ E-Mail Address:____________________________________
Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:________________________________________Fax:_____________________________________________
Title:_____________________________________________Years of Experience:________________________________
Type of Work you do?__________________________________________________________________________________

Orange County Branch

ASCE Seminar

Water Design and Construction

Friday, September 22, 2006

8 AM to 12 PM
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KPFF CONSULTING ENGINEERS
KPFF Consulting Engineers seeks motivated and energetic structural
engineers. 2+ yrs of structural design experience with steel, concrete,
masonry and timber desired.  B.S., M.S. degree; a P.E. license a plus.
Excellent communication and teamwork skills are essential.  Substantial
growth opportunity for all levels, and the opportunity to work on a wide
variety of interesting and challenging projects.  Immediate positions
available in our Los Angeles and Pasadena offices.  Please contact, fax
or e-mail resume to the following:

For Los Angeles: For Pasadena:
Ms. Joy Hernandez Ms. Tamara Kealty
KPFF Consulting Engineers KPFF Consulting Engineers
6080 Center Drive, Suite 300 2 N. Lake Avenue, Suite 820
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Pasadena, CA  91101
Phone: (310) 665-1536 Phone: (626) 578-1121
Fax: (310) 665-9070 Fax: (626) 578-9121
Email: jhernandez@kpff-la.com Email: tkealty@kpff-pas.com

Semi-Retired Civil Engineer
Semi-Retired Civil Engineer available for short term/long
term commitments. California P.E. with 40+ years of
varied experiences and responsibilities, including
claims consulting and expert witness testimony.  C.V.
and references will be available upon your request.

E-mail: evnel@aol.com
Cell phone: 323-356-7814

Find out the latest section
& branch news @

www.ascelasection.org
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JOIN THE GROWING TEAM OF

DMJM Harris, an AECOM Company

recognized in the ENR 2006 as the #1

Transportation Engineering Firm in the

US, has immediate openings throughout the

West Coast:

Civil Highway Engineers

Bridge Engineers

Drainage Engineers

Facility/Building Engineers

Project Managers

DMJM Harris offers an excellent salary and benefits

package including - 401(k)Stock Purchase Program,

Health, Life, Dental, Tuition Reimbursement, Career

Advancement Opportunities, Savings Plans, Referral

Bonuses and more.

This is an excellent opportunity to advance your career

through involvement in a variety of assignments on a wide

array of challenging and rewarding high-profile projects,

DMJM Harris is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please forward resumes to our Corporate Recruiter:

Pam.hoebener@dmjmharris.com

Visit our website at www.dmjmharris.com

E M P L O Y M E N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

......................................................................................................................................................................

CERTIFIED ENGINEERING

GEOLOGIST - OAKLAND

Fugro has an immediate opening for an Associate

CEG.  Project Manager will oversee and conduct field

geologist tasks, and perform geologic hazard evalu-

ations for large facilities. Support the geotechnical

department, maintain client contact and business

development relationships.  A great chance to work

on challenging evaluations for schools, hospitals,

other critical facilities. B.A./B.S. in Geology required,

M.S. preferred. California license required.  13+ years

experience.  EOE.  M/F/D/V

For more details, please visit us at:

www.fugrowest.com
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As a leading Civil Engineering Consultant,
AAE, Inc. is currently seeking qualified
candidates for the following positions:

• Civil Design Engineer – 3 years exp. in
roadway & related street improvement
projects.

• Building Inspector – 3 years exp. & ICBO
certification.

• Plan Checker – 5 years exp.; requires
plans examiner & building inspector cer-
tifications.

• Traffic Engineer – 5 years exp. prepar-
ing specifications & estimates to design
transportation facilities.

E-mail your resume to:
mlaprade@aaeinc.com, fax to (714) 940-
0700 or apply online at: www.aaeinc.com.

HYDROLOGY/HYDRAULICS/ENVIRONMENTAL SOFTWARE

ADVANCED ENGINEERING SOFTWARE
P.O. BOX 4962

GARDEN GROVE, CA  92842-4962

TEL/FAX: (714) 780-8990
TO REVIEW AES PROGRAM FEATURES AND CAPABILITIES,

VISIT:

http://www.advancedengineeringsoftware.com

∑  Software written/supported by AUTHORS OF THE HYDROLOGY MANUALS.

∑  Software used throughout Southern California since 1980 by

private and government agency engineers.

∑  Used to develop 55 City-Wide and County-Wide Master Plans of

Drainage throughout California.

AES Program Developers & Support:

Theodore V. Hromadka II, Ph.D., Ph.D., Ph.D., P.E., P.H., LG, Professor Emeritus, CSUF;

Johannes J. DeVries, Ph.D., P.E., Faculty, UC Davis;

Howard H. Chang, Ph.D., P.E., Professor, SDSU;

Paolo Zanetti, Ph.D., QEP, President, EnviroCOMP;

Robert J. Whitley, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine;

Carlos Brebbia, Ph.D., Director, Wessex Institute of Technology;

Gary Guymon, Ph.D., P.E., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine.
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

Earth Systems
Southern California

Geotechnical Consultants • Environmental Consultants

Materials Testing Laboratories

Los Angeles • (818) 779-1999

Palmdale • (661) 948-7538    Ventura • (805) 642-6727

Other Earth Systems companies

Earth Systems Northern California • Earth Systems Pacific

Earth Systems Southwest

 www.earthsystems.com
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

MATERIALS SUBMISSION INFORMATION
If you’d like to have your business card or company information listed in the
Professional Directory, please contact Russ Ryan at (213) 217-6625 or
email him at rryan@mwdh2o.com for rates and deadlines.

All graphic materials submitted for use in this newsletter should have all
fonts outlined, and links included; .eps files preferred. Other formats are:
Ouark, Adobe Illustrator or Adobe Photoshop; additional acceptable file
formats are: .qxd, .eps, and .tif; PDF files are acceptable for proofing only.
Images embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent separately,
at a minimum resolution of 150 dpi at the display size desired. Collected
files, including links and fonts, should be compressed and emailed, or
sent on zip disk (provide return address). Business cards can be submitted
electronically as well, or send clean, crisp, b&w laser print, unfolded.
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National ASCE (800) 548-2723 (ASCE)
Access National ASCE at: www.asce.org

L.A. Section web site at: www.ascelasection.org
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Please contact ASCE Membership at
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

POSTMASTER: THIS CONTAINS TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIALS.
 PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY.

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER.

President Rich Haller, P.E Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority rhaller@sawpa.org (951) 354-4240
President-Elect John T. Morris, P.E. Morris Water Resources Consultants Morriswater@earthlink.net (626) 796-0020
Secretary Mark Norton, P.E. Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority mnorton@sawpa.org (951) 354-4221
Treasurer Diego Cadena, P.E. LA County Dept. of Public Works dcadena@ladpw.org (626) 458-5900
Past President Neil Morrison, P.E. Stonefield Development nmorrison@stonefielddevelopment.com (949) 581-4663
Desert Area Roger Johnson, P.E. Caltrans rodger_johnson@dot.ca.gov (760) 872-0645
LA Metro Jerry Burke, P.E. LA County Dept. of Public Works jburke@ladpw.org (626) 458-4119
Orange John Hogan, P.E. Hall & Foreman jhogan@hfinc.com (714) 665-4507
San Bernardino/Riverside Bill Flores, P.E. Boyle Engineering bflores@boyleengineering.com (909) 933-5225
Santa Barbara/Ventura Thomas Wolfington, P.E. Penfield & Smith tcw@penfieldsmith.com (805) 981-0706 x111
San Luis Obispo Ed Sullivan, P.E. Cal Poly San Luis Obispo esulliva@calpoly.edu (805) 756-1166
Southern San Joaquin Brian Fulce, P.E. Kennedy Jenks Consultants brianfulce@kennedyjenks.com (661) 835-9785


