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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

John Morris, P.E.
Section President

We Are All Engineers At The Core
As fellow engineers, we mourn their loss. So many bright,
intelligent engineers were lost on that day.

On behalf of the ASCE Los Angeles Section, our heartfelt
condolences to the Virginia Tech civil engineering community,
their friends and family, and to all who have been touched by
the tragic events of April 16.

This unimaginable event has linked synagogues, mosques and
churches in the pain that is felt by the loss of human life. At

our mosque in Costa Mesa, California, a banner hung at the entrance on Sunday, April 29,
simply stating, “The minds and prayers of the Muslim community are with the victims of the
Virginia Tech tragedy.”

We have many alumni here in the Los Angeles Section who attended Virginia Tech. They most
certainly feel the senseless tragedy even more than we do, for they walked down those
same hallways, sat in those same classrooms and, perhaps, learned from some of the same
professors as the students who were gunned down.

It is important to remember that life is so very precious, and that as engineers we are part
of a profession that not only improves the quality of life, but also protects human life.

Our technical groups are the lifeblood of engineering.  Whether we have an extremely
technical career or have moved into leading technical teams, the core of our being is our
technical mind, and it must be continually nourished. Although the professional engineering
requirements in California do not require us to meet annual continuing education requirements,
it should be our own personal desire to maintain an up-to-date knowledge of our area of
specialty.

Canon 7 of the ASCE Code of Ethics states: “Engineers shall continue their professional
development throughout their careers, and shall provide opportunities for the professional
development of those engineers under their supervision.

1. Engineers should keep current in their specialty fields by engaging in professional
practice, participating in continuing education courses, reading in the technical literature,
and attending professional meetings and seminars.

2. Engineers should encourage their engineering employees to become registered at the
earliest possible date.

3. Engineers should encourage engineering employees to attend and present papers at
professional and technical society meetings.

4. Engineers shall uphold the principle of mutually satisfying relationships between employ-
ers and employees with respect to terms of employment including professional grade
descriptions, salary ranges, and fringe benefits.”
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E D I T O R I A L
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ASCE – Los Angeles Section
Honors New Life Members

On March 3, 2007, new Life Members in the Los Angeles Section were honored for
their professional accomplishments and their dedication throughout their careers to
ASCE.  The Los Angeles Section believes it is important to publicly recognize the
accomplishments of members who have reached “Life Member” status.

David G. Mongan, P.E., ASCE National President Elect addressed the new life members,
their guests and other Los Angeles Section members including the Younger Member
Forum and civil engineering students on the “Future of Civil Engineering”.  He stressed
the need for civil engineers to be innovators and get credit for it. Also, he pointed out the
need to gain and maintain the trust of the public. In addition, he stressed encouraging
high school students to enter the civil engineering field.

In addition to honoring new life members, Robert W. Bein, P.E., former ASCE National
President and Carl Blum, P.E., Past Director, Region 9, were given special awards.
Robert Bein was presented with the Los Angeles Section Lifetime Achievement Award
and Carl Blum was given the Annual Lifetime Achievement Award. These two also
received letters of commendation from California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
and U. S. Senator Diane Feinstein.

Robert Bein in 1991 was instrumental in starting the Los Angeles Section Life Member
Forum. This life member group is one of the few if not the only active life member
group in ASCE.  The Los Angeles Life Member Forum is very active in supporting
various public works projects, working with the State of California on disaster
assistance, offering expertise when requested to Habitat for Humanity, and encouraging
members to become involved in various community commissions and organizations
that could benefit from an engineering perspective.

This annual event is always well attended and this year the attendance was the largest
so far as reported by John Morris, P.E.,  President of the Los Angeles Section.

A R T I C L E

Building a Platform of
Strength

The tragedy that occurred at Virginia Tech remains fresh in
everyone's mind.  In this issue, we salute the brave souls
who saved and offered their lives so others would live as
well as mourn the loss of those who were innocently gunned
down in this senseless act of violence.  We share with the
community the outpouring of support to resolve the issue
of gun control, distribution, and use. Let your representa-
tives in Congress hear your opinion on this very important
matter.

We also celebrate in this issue the achievements of our
new Life Members as well as those of two of the most
prominent civil engineers who hail from our Section. I have
personally known Mr. Robert Bein and Mr. Carl Blum though
my association with ASCE. I can tell you that I have yet to
see a more enthusiastic and supportive member that can
outdo what these two gentlemen have done not only to our
Section, but to our National organization as well. Bob and
Carl, you are icons of our profession!

I also want to point out to you two featured training pro-
grams in this issue. One is the Disaster Training offered
through the California Office of Emergency Services. We
have been running this call for volunteers several times now,
and despite the program's success, we still need engineers,
geologists, and architects to voluntarily assist in the event
of a major disaster. We cannot have enough. The more of
us volunteering in this program, the better.

The other upcoming training program I wanted to highlight
is that offered by the Section's Orange County Branch
pertaining to the Stormwater Programs in Orange County.
While the geographic relevance of the class may be limited,
the technical content is universal. We encourage members
to attend this seminar and learn more about the upcoming
changes and new technologies that affect us, the regulated
community.

How do all of these four seemingly unrelated items tie-in
together. We mourn a loss, but celebrate lives and in
between work to ensure that our world remains a good
place to live. We build a platform of strength in this sense,
for generations to enjoy our world as much as we enjoy it
now. Maybe a stretch, but that's how I see it.

Enjoy this issue of your newsletter.
- Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.

DISASTER  TRAINING
Classes are being organized for volunteers to help in the event of a major disasters
under the auspicious of the State of California,  Office of Emergency Services (OES).
Classes will be held in alternate ASCE Branch areas when there are sufficient requests.
Qualified  individuals are California Registered  Civil, Structural,  Geotechnical,  Certified
Engineering Geologists, or Architects. If you are interested in attending a class, or
are interested in arranging a class, please contact the ASCE Disaster Preparedness
Committee Chairman.

To register for the class submit your name along with your Telephone number, Fax
number,  zip code, and e-mail address.  You will be contacted when sufficient number
of applicants request a class.

If your Branch, or Firm would like to offer the use of its facilities for a class, please
register and provide the contact person, phone, fax, and e-mail. You will be contacted
to make arrangements.

Thank you for your support of the American Society of Civil Engineers

Jack W. Rolston, Chair,
Disaster  Preparedness  Committee, LA Section, ASCE

818-345-9199  •  818-345-5283 fx

A N N O U N C E M E N T

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E                 continued
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Here at the Los Angeles Section we are blessed with numerous
technical groups; last month’s newsletter contained a complete listing
of our nine active groups.  Under the new arrangement, groups are
assigned to a branch of the section in order to better oversee and
help those technical groups that want assistance from the branch
leadership and membership.

We have assigned to the Los Angeles Metro Branch the following
groups: Airport Transport; Forensic Engineering; Geotechnical
Engineering; Hydrology/Hydraulics; Water Resources; and Waterways,
Harbors, and Coastal Engineering.  At the Orange County Branch
we have Hydrology and Hydraulics; and Transportation. And last but
not least, the Storm Water/Water Resources & Environmental Group
is with the San Bernardino/Riverside Branch.

I recently had the pleasure of meeting one of the engineers who was
involved in trying to alert NASA on the problems with the o-ring on the
Challenger mission. He reminded me why it was so important to keep
current on technical matters. Although the o-ring posed a fairly simple
problem that could have been corrected, it unnecessarily caused the
loss of human life.

May we never have to live with the burden of knowing that something
we did – or did not do – resulted in the loss of life. May every decision
we make remind us that we want to be the kind of person our grand-
children will be proud of.

And may we always remember we are all engineers at the core and
that we all have a responsibility to safeguard human life…and to keep
current in our area of specialty.

Note: Virginia Tech is no longer accepting new entries to the website
condolence book in order to allow their communications team to
redirect its energies toward the university’s recovery from this
tragedy. As an alternative website for posting your message, they
suggest the www.legacy.com. ASCE has also set up a condolence
book at www.asce.org.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

............................................................................................................................................................................................

A Tribute to Professor Librescu
I did not know Prof. Liviu Librescu.  I had left Virginia Tech by the time he
arrived to teach in the engineering mechanics department.  But I remember
well his department and the building where the sophomore level statics and
dynamics courses were taught – 2nd floor Norris Hall. Then as today, these
courses are so fundamental to the engineering education, they are not the
province of the civil, mechanical, or structural departments but the responsi-
bility of the little known field of Engineering Science and Mechanics.

I flunked statics the first time I took it.  Good thing, probably.  I re-took the
class in the summer of 1968, earning a B the second time around.  As a
practicing structural engineer for 35 years, I dare say that statics and dynam-
ics were the most important courses I ever took.  Most structural failures
attributed to design errors – large or small, minor or devastating – can be
traced to a failure to understand statics and/or dynamics and the ramifica-
tions of such in the design.  Perhaps the Kansas City Hyatt walkway collapse
(1981) is the most prominent of such failures, killing 114 people and injuring
more than 200 others.

A survivor of the Holocaust, Prof. Librescu later immigrated to Israel and
then to the United States and Virginia Tech in 1985. The ES&M Department
website lists Prof.  Librescu still teaching the undergraduate course Solid
Mechanics in the spring of 2007 as one of four courses he taught. He taught
the sophomore class Dynamics in 2005. He taught future engineers to
ensure the safety of the occupants of their designs.

Prof.  Librescu was 76 years old when he took a bullet for his class on
Monday April 16th, 2007 in his 2nd floor classroom in Norris Hall.  According
to eyewitness accounts, he blocked the doorway and delayed the shooter
long enough so that his students could escape through the windows. “His
work was his life in a sense,” said his son Joe Librescu in an interview the
following day. I could agree more. In death, as in his life, he provided for
the safety of others.

Warren A. Stewart, SE, M.ASCE
Senior Vice President / Project Director
Halcrow HPA
Long Beach, California
Virginia Tech, BSCE ’71 & MSCE ‘73

A Great Idea From the Life Members
The ASCE Life Members’ Public Image Committee request that
members take their (to be discarded) Civil Engineering magazines
to their doctor’s office or barber shop and merge them with the
stack of magazines. We feel that this will be an effective way to
make the general public more aware of what civil engineers do.

ASCE’s 2007
Member-Get-A-Member
Drive Depends on You!
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Orange County Branch

ASCE Seminar

Storm Water Program in Orange County

Friday, June 22, 2007

8 AM to 12 PM

PRESENTERS:

Mike Loving, Water Quality Administrator
City of Irvine

Ken Susilo, P.E., D. WRE, CPSWQ
Geosyntec Consultants

Lisa Austin, P.E.
Geosyntec Consultants

This 4-hour seminar will cover:

• Regulatory Challenges Faced by Municipalities
• Fourth Term MS4 Permits for North/Central and
• South Orange County
• Proposed State General Permit for Construction and
• Land Disturbance Activities
• Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs)
• Local Permits Associated with TMDLs
• Treatment and Construction BMPs
• Integrated Water Resources Management
• Lessons Learned

SAVE THE DATE!

Friday, June 22, 2007

Where: Conference Training Center
City of Irvine
One Civic Center Plaza
Irvine, CA 92623

Cost: • $100.00 per person with paid reservations
by Monday, June 18

• $110.00 after June 18, 2007

Get your reservations in early!
SPACE IS LIMITED!

The proceeds of the seminar will be donated to support
the ASCE Student Chapters at CSULB, CSUF, and UCI,
and to Student Scholarships

Storm Water Program in Orange County
June 22, 2007

Make checks payable to ASCE, Orange County
Please fill in the following information below and mail with check to:

Sam Ali / Martha Woodworth
Psomas

3187 Red Hill Avenue, Suite 250
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

(714) 751-7373 Phone      (714) 545-8883 Fax

Name:_______________________________________________________ E-Mail Address:______________________________________________

Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:___________________________________________________ Fax:_______________________________________________________

Title:________________________________________________________ Years of Experience:_________________________________________

Type of Work you do?______________________________________________________________________________________________________

ANNOUNCEMENT

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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E M P L O Y M E N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S
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KPFF CONSULTING
ENGINEERS
KPFF Consulting Engineers seeks motivated and energetic
structural engineers. 2+ yrs of structural design experi-
ence with steel, concrete, masonry and timber desired.
B.S., M.S. degree; a P.E. license a plus. Excellent commu-
nication and teamwork skills are essential.  Substantial
growth opportunity for all levels, and the opportunity to
work on a wide variety of interesting and challenging
projects. Immediate positions available in our Los Angeles
and Pasadena offices.  Please contact, fax or e-mail
resume to the following:

For Los Angeles: For Pasadena:

Ms. Joy Hernandez Ms. Tamara Kealty
KPFF Consulting Engineers KPFF Consulting Engineers
6080 Center Drive, Suite 300 2 N. Lake Avenue, Suite 820
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Pasadena, CA  91101
Phone: (310) 665-1536 Phone: (626) 578-1121
Fax: (310) 665-9070 Fax: (626) 578-9121
Email: jhernandez@kpff-la.com Email: tkealty@kpff-pas.com
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JOIN THE GROWING TEAM OF

DMJM Harris, an AECOM Company recognized in the

ENR 2006 as the #1 Transportation Engineering Firm in

the US, has immediate openings throughout the West Coast:

Civil Highway Engineers

 Bridge Engineers

Drainage Engineers

Facility/Building Engineers

Project Managers

DMJM Harris offers an excellent salary and benefits package

including - 401(k)Stock Purchase Program, Health, Life,

Dental, Tuition Reimbursement, Career Advancement Opportu-

nities, Savings Plans, Referral Bonuses and more.

This is an excellent opportunity to advance your career through

involvement in a variety of assignments on a wide

array of challenging and rewarding high-profile

projects, DMJM Harris is an Equal Opportunity

Employer.

Please forward resumes to our Corporate

Recruiter: Pam.hoebener@dmjmharris.com

Visit our website at www.dmjmharris.com

Semi-Retired Civil Engineer
Semi-Retired Civil Engineer available for short
term/long term commitments. California P.E.
with 40+ years of varied experiences and
responsibilities, including claims consulting
and expert witness testimony. C.V. and ref-
erences will be available upon your request.

E-mail: evnel@aol.com
Cell phone: 323-356-7814

Find out the latest

Section & Branch news @

www.ascelasection.org

PARSONS has immediate openings in

Southern California.

Senior Bridge Engineers

Seeking Senior Structural/Bridge Engineers with

8 to 10 years experience to be based in our Irvine,

CA office. PARSONS is a worldwide leader in

Engineering and Construction Transportation

projects. The company is employee-owned and

offers a competitive salary and benefits package.

Please forward resumes to Corporate Recruiter

Kevin Ramsey: kevin.ramsey@parsons.com

PARSONS is an equal opportunity employer

committed to diversity in the workplace. For a

complete list of opportunities visit our website:

www.parsons.com
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HYDROLOGY/HYDRAULICS/ENVIRONMENTAL SOFTWARE

ADVANCED ENGINEERING SOFTWARE
P.O. BOX 4962

GARDEN GROVE, CA  92842-4962

TEL/FAX: (714) 780-8990
TO REVIEW AES PROGRAM FEATURES AND CAPABILITIES,

VISIT:

http://www.advancedengineeringsoftware.com

•  Software written/supported by AUTHORS OF THE HYDROLOGY MANUALS.

•  Software used throughout Southern California since 1980 by

private and government agency engineers.

•  Used to develop 55 City-Wide and County-Wide Master Plans of

Drainage throughout California.

AES Program Developers & Support:

Theodore V. Hromadka II, Ph.D., Ph.D., Ph.D., P.E., P.H., LG, Professor Emeritus, CSUF;

Johannes J. DeVries, Ph.D., P.E., Faculty, UC Davis;

Howard H. Chang, Ph.D., P.E., Professor, SDSU;

Paolo Zanetti, Ph.D., QEP, President, EnviroCOMP;

Robert J. Whitley, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine;

Carlos Brebbia, Ph.D., Director, Wessex Institute of Technology;

Gary Guymon, Ph.D., P.E., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine.

Civil Engineers /
Designers:
E.W. Moon, Inc., a Civil

Engineering and Construction Management

Firm in Los Angeles since 1985, is seeking for

a qualified Civil Engineers / Designers. B.S.

Civil Engineering and California P.E. required

with a minimum of 10 years of engineering

and design experience preparing at a minimum:

engineering studies, drawings & specifications,

drainage reports, hydrology reports, hydraulic

reports, SUSMP reports and SWPPP plans for

general civil construction projects. Experience

in interdisciplinary coordination required.  Struc-

tural engineering/design experience preferred

but not required.  Successful candidates must

also be able to support contractors by providing

technical oversight during construction. 

Send your resumes to:  E.W. Moon, Inc.

Email to: cmcginnis@ewmooninc.com or

Fax: (310) 915-1038

Please visit our website at www.ewmooninc.com



Los Angeles Section Monthly:  J U N E  0 7  page 8

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

Earth Systems

Southern California
Geotechnical Consultants • Environmental Consultants

Materials Testing Laboratories

Los Angeles • (818) 901-8075 / (626) 356-0955

Palmdale • (661) 948-7538    Ventura • (805) 642-6727

Other Earth Systems companies

Earth Systems Northern California • Earth Systems Pacific

Earth Systems Southwest

www.earthsystems.com
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

MATERIALS SUBMISSION INFORMATION
If you’d like to have your business card or company information
listed in the Professional Directory, please contact Russ Ryan
at (213) 217-6625 or email him at rryan@mwdh2o.com
for rates and deadlines.

All graphic materials submitted for use in this newsletter should
have all fonts outlined, and links included; .eps files preferred.
Other formats are: Ouark, Adobe Illustrator or Adobe Photoshop;

additional acceptable file formats are: .qxd, .eps, and .tif;
PDF files are acceptable for proofing only. Images
embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent
separately, at a minimum resolution of 150 dpi at the
display size desired. Collected files, including links and
fonts, should be compressed and emailed, or sent on
zip disk (provide return address). Business cards can be
submitted electronically as well, or send clean, crisp, b&w
laser print, unfolded.
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Publisher
ASCE LA Section
Brooke Hixson
1405 Warner Ave.
Tustin, CA 92780
Phone (714) 258-8306
Fax (714) 258-8391
E-mail: brookeh@associationplanet.com

Editor
Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.
LACMTA
One Gateway Plaza
Mail Stop 99-17-2
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone (213) 922-2471
FAX (213) 922-6875
E-mail: cliban@UCLAlumni.net
Typesetting, Layout & Printing: The Center Quickprint

Please send all copy to the Editor by
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Identification Statement
ASCE Newsletter, (ISSN 0273-6233)
is published monthly by ASCE,
Los Angeles Section, 1405 Warner Ave.
Tustin, California 92780. Subscription price
included in Section dues of $45.

Circulation
Circulated monthly (except for a joint
July/August issue) to the 5,000 subscribing
members of the Los Angeles Section, ASCE.
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1/2 page $415
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

$350 per business card for a full year
(Additional fees may be applied for typesetting.
Please call for information.)

POSITION WANTED ADS

No cost to L.A. Section members.

For more advertising and billing information,
please contact Russ Ryan, P.E., at MWD at
(213) 217-6625 or rryan@mwdh2o.com
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National ASCE (800) 548-2723 (ASCE)
Access National ASCE at: www.asce.org

L.A. Section web site at: www.ascelasection.org
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Please contact ASCE Membership at
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

POSTMASTER: THIS CONTAINS TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIALS.
 PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY.

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER.

President John T. Morris, P.E. Morris Water Resources Consultants Morriswater@earthlink.net (626) 796-0020
President-Elect Mark Norton, P.E. Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority mnorton@sawpa.org (951) 354-4221
Secretary Jay Higgins, P.E. URS Corporation jay_higgins@urscorp.com (818) 406-4896
Treasurer Diego Cadena, P.E. L.A. County Department of Public Works dcadena@ladpw.org (626) 458-4008
Past-President Rich Haller, P.E Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority rhaller@sawpa.org (951) 354-4240
Vice President - Student Activities Don Sepulveda, P.E. DMJM Harris don.sepulveda@dmjmharris.com (213) 593-8401
Vice President - Technical Groups Sonia Nasser, P.E. County of Orange Sonia.Nasser@rdmd.ocgov.com (714) 834-5679
Desert Area Gene Coufal, P.E. City of L.A. Department of Water and Power gene.coufal@ladwp.com  (760) 873-0225
Metropolitan LA Cung Nguyen, P.E. L.A. County Department of Public Works cunguyen@ladpw.org (626) 458-2562
Orange County Yazdan Emrani, P.E. Advanced Infrastructure Management, Inc. yemrani@aim-corp.net (714) 982-5040
San Bernardino/Riverside Christopher Turnage, P.E. Associated Engineers, Inc cturnage@assoc-eng.com (909) 226-4364
San Luis Obispo Jeff Werst, P.E. County of San Luis Obispo jwerst@co.slo.ca.us (805) 781-4480
Santa Barbara/Ventura Lauren J. Doyel, P.E. BTC Labs lauren.doyel@us.bureauveritas.com (805) 656-6074
Southern San Joaquin Janice Horcasitas, P.E. City of Bakersfield jhorcasi@bakersfieldcity.us (661) 326-3607
Younger Member Forum Serge Haddad, P.E. City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering Serge.Haddad@lacity.org (213) 978-2074
Life Member Forum Ted McConville, P.E. Retired tedmcconville@aol.com (949) 673-4475
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