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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

Mark Norton, P.E.
Section President

Raising The Bar
As a civil engineer we live in changing and far reaching times
with even greater challenges in front of us. To meet these
challenges, we as civil engineers must become better pre-
pared and better educated. What once was the standard for a
civil engineering education, a four year baccalaureate degree,
is now considered simply inadequate to deal with the explod-
ing body of science and engineering. To meet these increased
demands, ASCE has just released its second edition of the
“Body of Knowledge” which is a description of levels of achieve-

ment that are required to enter the practice of civil engineering at the professional level. It is
recognized that a civil engineering degree is usually the first step to enter the civil engineering
career. However, to deal with the increasing complexity of civil engineering work, ASCE has
established a policy that encourages achievement with an appropriate “body of knowledge” to
work as a civil engineering professional. As civil engineers we should pursue a baccalaureate
degree in civil engineering; a master’s degree or approximately 30 coordinated graduate level
or upper level undergraduate credits and appropriate experience based upon broad technical
and professional practice guidelines that provide sufficient flexibility for a wide range of roles
in engineering practice. In essence, we as civil engineers must “raise the bar” of what defines
a civil engineer.

The theme of “raising the bar” has become a necessity if we are to reach the “Vision for Civil
Engineering in 2025” which ASCE released a few months ago and I discussed in my president’s
message last month. Our association asks each of us to consider at whatever stage in
our career we are in, that we are doing all that we can. If we are students, are we actively
participating in campus organizations, exploring international programs, seeking relevant work
experience and becoming involved in ASCE student chapters? As engineering interns, are we
taking charge of our careers, continuing our education, pursuing licensure, developing skills in
collaboration and communication and volunteering our time and expertise to our communities
through YMF or on our own? As practicing engineers, have we read the ASCE “Body of
Knowledge” and “Vision for Civil Engineering in 2025”, established professional development
programs within our organizations, encouraged and supported continuous learning, supported
licensure, served as a mentor to others, involved ourselves in our communities and profes-
sional societies, and ensured that we are living up to the highest ethical standards?

As a young engineer out of a civil engineering school, I was fortunate to have multiple mentors
who emphasized the importance of continued learning by signing up with me to take video
correspondence, master’s college level, civil engineering courses to fine tune our civil engi-
neering skills, who encouraged me to attend ASCE luncheons, and supported my efforts to
become a registered civil engineer. Even with this mentorship, I realized there were gaps in my
skill set. After five years in the working world, I elected to return to college full time to pursue
a master’s degree in public administration. This decision, though difficult at the time and not
necessarily recommended as the most cost effective approach, was for me a turning point in
improving my overall understanding of political, legal and public institutions, fine tuning my
written and oral communication skills and grasping skills in statistics, finance, and budgeting.
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Call to Action

The air begins to cool.  The holidays are almost here.  But we have lots
of work to do in the Section.  Complacency deserves no place in the Los
Angeles Section.

In his second President’s Message, Section President Mark Norton elabo-
rates on his previous thoughts about where our profession should lead us.
The current message is consistent with reality that I have personally seen in
the workplace: the Master’s degree is the new Bachelor’s and experience is
now more essential than anytime else in our career’s history.  Raising the
bar of expectations is a challenge that not only our young engineers need
to face.  All of us, in whatever phase of our career, need to reexamine
ourselves on how we could contribute more not only in our careers, not only
in our workplace, but most importantly to society.  How appropriate is the
tagline on my license  plate holder: “Civil Engineers, Building a Better World”.

We highlight this month the call for Disaster Relief Training offered through
our own Disaster  Preparedness  Committee.  How great of a contribution
can it be to use our engineering talents to assist in disaster relief evaluation
anywhere in disaster hits.  About 40 of those trained through this program
have responded to the disaster that followed Hurricane Katrina.  Our
Section has trained 200. Look for Los Angeles Section Past President
Rich Haller’s article and our announcement in this newsletter for more
information on this matter.

Finally, we introduce in this issue our new Business Manager, Lorena Arce.
She has agreed to take over and begin her duties starting with this month’s
issue.  Advertisers can send in their advertisements to Lorena using a pdf,
jpg, or eps formats at lorena_arce@yahoo.com.  She can be reached by
phone at (310) 486-2399.  Lorena brings with her the dynamism of the
YMF and the maturity of our regular membership in her new role as Newslet-
ter Business Manager.  Russ Ryan, our former Business Manager, has
taken a very important position in our Los Angeles Section Board as Vice
President for Student Activities.  Wish both Lorena and Russ luck in their
new positions.

Enjoy this issue of the newsletter!

- Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.

Earthquake!!
Rich Haller, P.E., M. ASCE

Section Past-President

The thought of it should make you shake! We are all aware of the
consequences of a major earthquake in California, but are we truly
prepared? As civil engineers are we prepared to support the citizens of
our state and are aware of how to assist? The CA Office of Emergency
Services (OES) has a program called the Safety Assessment Program
(SAP). Per information posted on their website www.oes.ca.gov the SAP
provides volunteer professional engineers, architects, and certified
building inspectors to assist local governments in safety evaluation of
facilities (buildings, infrastructure) in the aftermath of a disaster. As a
professional civil, geotechnical, or structural engineer you can join the
program by completing a half-day training event. I’ve recently completed
this enjoyable course and am now a proud holder of a SAP Evaluator
card. I’m ready to volunteer for up to 5 days in response to a disaster
anywhere in the state.

I would like to encourage you to enter the program and receive the
required half day of training. Unfortunately, less than 200 Section
members out of more than 6,000 have signed on. But that can easily
change! Mr. Jack Ralston is the Section coordinator for this training;
see the latest announcement in this edition of the newsletter or on the
Section website  www.ascelasection.org.

E D I T O R I A L

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

A Great Idea From the Life
Members
The ASCE Life Members’ Public Image Committee request that
members take their (to be discarded) Civil Engineering magazines to
their doctor’s office or barber shop and merge them with the stack of
magazines. We feel that this will be an effective way to make the
general public more aware of what civil engineers do.

A R T I C L E

................................................................................................................................................................................

In addition to raising the bar of education, we should take every opportu-
nity to become involved and participate in our professional association,
ASCE. Through ASCE we have an indispensable avenue for us to raise
the bar of what we can achieve in our profession. Besides the network-
ing opportunities, the leadership abilities, the organizational development
skills, and the professional publications still recognized as world
standards in civil engineering practice, the involvement in ASCE serves
as a voice for action in service to communities, our society and our
world. More than anytime in history, civil engineers will play a key role
in reversing the unsustainable trends of development and repairing
environmental damage of historical practices. Based on new information
we are learning now, unless we take action now and speak out for what
needs to be done to support infrastructure, to prepare for natural and
foreign disasters, and implement standards that represent the very
best in energy and environmental design leadership, we may soon find
we have passed the point of no return from a quality of life we have
grown so accustomed to.

In closing, the following quote from Dr. Roger Payne, Ocean Alliance
President seems appropriate to convey what I see is the significance of
our professional role:

“This is an opportunity for greatness which has never been offered
to any civilization, any generation in any civilization in human
history before to act as a generation to do the right thing. If we
fail to receive that opportunity, to act on it, then my feeling is that
we will become the most vilified generation that has ever lived in
human history.”

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E                 continued

................................................................................................................................................................................
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Congested Roads Threaten Our Health,
Safety, Welfare, and Economy

Adapted from www.asce.org

The overburdened state of the nation’s urban roadways has increased so dramati-
cally in the past 25 years that congestion now poses a significant and immediate
threat to public welfare and our economy. The recently released Texas Transporta-
tion Institute report told us that Americans are now forced to waste more than 4
billion hours each year sitting in traffic, at an enormous $78 billion cost to our
economy—$710 per peak traveler—and an immeasurable cost to our way of life.
As a nation, we are failing to maintain even our current substandard conditions.

The problem on our roadways is complex, and will require a multifaceted solution.
However, while it is true that bold thinking and leadership are part of the solution,
that bold thinking and leadership must also extend to making hard decisions when
it comes to infrastructure funding. The administration’s continued refusal to
acknowledge that a gas tax increase must be part of the answer—despite its
high-level results and minimal long-term impact on the taxpayers themselves—is
at best, disheartening and shortsighted. A ten cents per gallon increase would
raise more than $17 billion a year, while costing the average motorist less than
$10 a month.

The American public needs to tell their elected officials—local, state and
federal—that they will no longer tolerate wasting time sitting in traffic instead of
spending that time with their families. Time is working against our infrastructure.
We must demand decisive, innovative and meaningful action from our elected
officials now, or suffer the safety and economic consequences of inaction.

For more information on ASCE’s Report Card for America’s Infrastructure and
Action Plan for the 110th Congress, please visit: www.asce.org/reportcard.

A R T I C L E

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................

A N N O U N C E M E N T

...............................................................................................................................................................

DISASTER  TRAINING
Classes are being organized for volunteers under the auspicies of the State of
California, Office of Emergency Services (OES) to help in the event of a major
disaster.  Classes will be held in alternate ASCE Branch areas when there
are sufficient requests.  Qualified individuals are California Registered Civil, Struc-
tural, Geotechnical, Certified Engineering Geologists, or Architects.  If you are
interested in attending a class please contact the ASCE Disaster Preparedness
Committee Chairman.  The class lasts 5-6 hours and the cost is $15.  Classes
are midweek and start at 9 or 10 AM.

To register for the class, submit your name along with your telephone number,
fax number, e-mail address, and zip code.  You will be contacted when 10 or
more individuals request a class.  The maximum number in a class should not
exceed 20.

If your Branch or Firm would like to offer the use of its facilities for a class, please
register and provide the contact person, phone, fax, and e-mail. You will be
contacted to make arrangements.  All of our classes have been held at a private
firm or governmental office. The class should have at least 10 and not more
than about 20.

          Thank you for your support of the American Society of Civil Engineers

Jack W. Rolston
Chair, Disaster  Preparedness Committee, ASCE L.A. Section

818-345-9199             818-345-5283 fx

REGION 9

Save this Date:
February 19, 2008!

Second Annual
California Infrastructure

Symposium
&

ASCE Region 9 Awards Dinner
Sacramento, CA

The Symposium will feature outstanding
speakers from:

Governor’s Office, California
Legislature and Agencies

Federal Agencies and Several Experts

Infrastructure topics to be featured are:
Water, Transportation, Bridges,

Bond Measures and so much more…

Whether you are in the private or public
sector, this all day beneficial event will
provide you with new insights, updated
information and a great opportunity to

network with your fellow ASCE members.

So Come and Join Us!!
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A N N O U N C E M E N T

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

Prospective authors are invited to submit
abstracts, not exceeding one page, via
e-mail to Ayman Mosallam, Conference
Chair: Mosallam@uci.edu, on or before
November 20, 2007. Abstracts should
present original and unpublished advances
of knowledge in accordance with the
conference theme. Authors wil l be
notified of acceptance or otherwise of
their abstracts by December 15, 2007.

SELECTED TECHNICAL
SYMPOSIA

L Built Environment

L Green Building Code Development

L Energy-Sustainable Constructed Facilities

L Safety & Security of Highway Bridges

L Seismic Repair & Retrofit of Structures

L FRP Composites in Construction

L Nano Technology in Construction

L Advances in Geotechnical Engineering

L Traffic & Transportation Engineering

L Advances in Environmental Engineering

L Water & Wastewater Treatment Systems

L Construction Management

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
FEES

L US$ 500.00 (Full Conference)

L US$ 220.00 (One-day + CD Proceedings)

L US$ 25.00 for all Students

Full conference registration fee includes a
copy of the proceedings, welcoming recep-
tion, lunches and banquet. It does not include
hotel accommodation or optional social
events.
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We would like to thank our
2007 ASCE Los Angeles Section Annual Meeting Installation

and Awards Dinner Sponsors:
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Semi-Retired Civil Engineer
Semi-Retired Civil Engineer available for short term/long
term commitments. California P.E. with 40+ years of
varied experiences and responsibilities, including
claims consulting and expert witness testimony. C.V.
and references will be available upon your request.

E-mail: evnel@aol.com
Cell phone: 323-356-7814

KPFF CONSULTING ENGINEERS
KPFF Consulting Engineers seeks motivated and energetic
structural engineers. 2+ yrs of structural design experience
with steel, concrete, masonry and timber desired. B.S., M.S.
degree; a P.E. license a plus. Excellent communication and
teamwork skills are essential.  Substantial growth opportunity
for all levels, and the opportunity to work on a wide variety of
interesting and challenging projects. Immediate positions
available in our Los Angeles and Pasadena offices. Please
contact, fax or e-mail resume to the following:

For Los Angeles: For Pasadena:

Ms. Joy Hernandez Ms. Tamara Kealty
KPFF Consulting Engineers KPFF Consulting Engineers
6080 Center Drive, Suite 300 2 N. Lake Avenue, Suite 820
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Pasadena, CA  91101
Phone: (310) 665-1536 Phone: (626) 578-1121
Fax: (310) 665-9070 Fax: (626) 578-9121
Email: jhernandez@kpff-la.com Email: tkealty@kpff-pas.com

E M P L O Y M E N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

...............................................................................................................................................................................

HYDROLOGY/HYDRAULICS/ENVIRONMENTAL SOFTWARE

ADVANCED ENGINEERING

SOFTWARE
P.O. BOX 4962

GARDEN GROVE, CA  92842-4962

TEL/FAX: (714) 780-8990
TO REVIEW AES PROGRAM FEATURES AND

CAPABILITIES,

VISIT:

http://www.advancedengineeringsoftware.com

•  Software written/supported by AUTHORS OF

THE HYDROLOGY MANUALS.

•  Software used throughout Southern California since 1980

by private and government agency engineers.

•  Used to develop 55 City-Wide and County-Wide Master Plans

of Drainage throughout California.

AES Program Developers & Support:

Theodore V. Hromadka II, Ph.D., Ph.D., Ph.D., P.E., P.H., LG, Professor

Emeritus, CSUF; Johannes J. DeVries, Ph.D., P.E., Faculty, UC Davis;

Howard H. Chang, Ph.D., P.E., Professor, SDSU;

Paolo Zanetti, Ph.D., QEP, President, EnviroCOMP;

Robert J. Whitley, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine;

Carlos Brebbia, Ph.D., Director, Wessex Institute of Technology;

Gary Guymon, Ph.D., P.E., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine.



Los Angeles Section Monthly:  N O V E M B E R  0 7  page 7

MATERIALS SUBMISSION INFORMATION
If you’d like to have your business card or company information
listed in the Professional Directory, please contact Lorena Arce
at (310) 486-2399 or email her at lorena_arce@yahoo.com
for rates and deadlines.

All graphic materials submitted for use in this newsletter
should have all fonts outlined, and links included; .eps files
preferred. Other formats are: Ouark, Adobe Illustrator or
Adobe Photoshop; additional acceptable file formats are: .qxd,
.eps, and .tif; PDF files are acceptable for proofing only. Im-
ages embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent
separately, at a minimum resolution of 150 dpi at the display
size desired. Collected files, including links and fonts, should
be compressed and emailed, or sent on zip disk (provide
return address). Business cards can be submitted electroni-
cally as well, or send clean, crisp, b&w laser print, unfolded.

Civil Engineers/
Designers:
E.W. Moon, Inc., a Civil

Engineering and Construction Management Firm in Los

Angeles since 1985, is seeking qualified Civil Engineers /

Designers. B.S. Civil Engineering and California P.E.

required with a minimum of 10 years of engineering and

design experience preparing at a minimum: engineering

studies, demolition, grading and drainage, utility drawings

& specifications, hydrology, hydraulic calculations, SUSMP

plans and reports for  civil construction projects. Experi-

ence in interdisciplinary coordination required.  Structural

engineering/design experience preferred but not required. 

Successful candidates must also be able to support contrac-

tors by providing technical oversight during construction. 

Send your resumes to:  E.W. Moon, Inc.

Email to: cmcginnis@ewmooninc.com or

Fax: (310) 915-1038

Please visit our website at www.ewmooninc.com

Find out the latest Section
& Branch news @

www.ascelasection.org

ASCE’s 2007
Member-Get-A-Member
Drive Depends on You!
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

* Geotechnical Engineering * Engineering Geology

* Geo-Earthquake Engineering * Hydrogeology

* Seismic Hazards Evaluation * Seismic Geology

* Soil Dynamics/Vibrations * Forensic Studies

525 N Cabrillo Park Drive, Suite 280

Santa Ana, California  92701

Phone: (714) 796-9100;  FAX: (714) 796-9191

Web Site: www.geopentech.com

17 offices in California, Arizona, Washington & Idaho

Los Angeles Area Office (818) 901-8075

www.earthsystems.com

EARTH SYSTEMS
Geotechnical Engineering

Engineering Geology

Environmental Consulting

Materials Testing & Inspections
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

P S O M A S
Jennifer Carter, CPSM
Associate
Business Development

11444 W. Olympic Blvd.  .  Suite #750
Los Angeles, CA 90064
310.954.3700  .  Fax 310.954.3777  .  Cell 310.508.0048
jcarter@psomas.com
www.psomas.com
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Brooke Hixson
1405 Warner Ave.
Tustin, CA 92780
Phone (714) 258-8306
Fax (714) 258-8391
E-mail: brookeh@associationplanet.com

Editor
Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.
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One Gateway Plaza
Mail Stop 99-17-2
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the first of the month preceding publication.
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ASCE Newsletter, (ISSN 0273-6233)
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Los Angeles Section, 1405 Warner Ave.
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included in Section dues of $45.

Circulation
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For more advertising and billing information,
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National ASCE (800) 548-2723 (ASCE)
Access National ASCE at: www.asce.org

L.A. Section web site at: www.ascelasection.org
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Please contact ASCE Membership at
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

POSTMASTER: THIS CONTAINS TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIALS.
 PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY.

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER. NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 1441

SANTA ANA, CA

President Mark Norton, P.E. Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority mnorton@sawpa.org (951) 354-4221
President-Elect Don Sepulveda, P.E. DMJM Harris don.sepulveda@dmjmharris.com (213) 593-8401
Past-President John T. Morris, P.E. Morris Water Resources Consultants Morriswater@earthlink.net (626) 796-0020
Secretary Jay Higgins, P.E. URS Corporation jay_higgins@urscorp.com (818) 406-4896
Treasurer Jalal Vahabnezhad, P.E. L.A. County Department of Public Works jvahab@ladpw.org (626) 458-3114
Vice President - Student Activities Russell Ryan, P.E. Metropolitan Water District of Southern California rryan@mwdh2o.com (213) 217-6625
Vice President - Technical Groups Sonia Nasser, P.E. County of Orange Sonia.Nasser@rdmd.ocgov.com (714) 834-2319
Desert Area Gene Coufal, P.E. City of L.A. Department of Water and Power gene.coufal@ladwp.com (760) 873-0225
Metropolitan LA Karen Sepulveda Burbank Glendale Pasadena Airport Authority kar@sepulvedas.net (818) 309-9649
Orange County Darren Adrian, P.E. Kimley-Horn & Associates darren.adrian@kimley-horn.com (714) 939-1030
San Bernardino/Riverside Terry Renner, P.E. TKE Engineering, Inc. trenner@tkeengineering.com (951) 680-0440
San Luis Obispo Kari Wagner, P.E. Wallace Group kariw@wallacegroup.us (805) 544-4011
Santa Barbara/Ventura Wayne F. Fitch, P.E. Penfield & Smith wff@penfieldsmith.com (805) 963-9532
Southern San Joaquin On Man Lau, P.E. BSK Inc. olau@bskinc..com (661) 327-0671
Younger Member Forum Gary Gilbert, P.E. Diaz Yourman & Associates gary@diazyourman.com (714) 245-2920
Life Member Forum Ted McConville, P.E. Retired tedmcconville@aol.com (949) 673-4475
Region 9 Governor Mike Thornton TKE Engineering Inc. mthornton@tkeengineering.com (951) 680-0440


