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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

Mark Norton, P.E.
Section President

A Vision for Change
In the August 2007 issue of Civil Engineering Magazine, the
magazine editor encouraged all civil engineers to make special
note of a recently published ASCE document entitled “The
Vision for Civil Engineering in 2025”. Excerpts from the docu-
ment are included in the August 2007 issue which I encourage
you to read. Upon review of the vision for civil engineering, I
was struck by how well it embraced concepts that are rapidly
taking hold around us such as sustainability, collaboration,

and environmental stewardship. The vision reflects the culmination of input from not just civil
engineers but engineers from other disciplines, architects, educators association and society
executives, and other leaders. This summit of innovative thinkers also reflects an interactive
process wherein discussions were generated using ideas and aspirations from Summit partici-
pants as well as a vast array of ASCE members across the globe who responded to a survey
on aspirations and vision for civil engineering in 2025. It is clear to me that the end result
is profound in providing a guiding light for the path that must be taken to ensure the advance-
ment of not just our profession but the sustainability of society and quality of life that we enjoy
today. The Vision in a nutshell is as follows:

Entrusted by society to create a sustainable world and enhance the global quality of life, civil
engineers serve competently, collaboratively and ethically as master

• planners, designers, constructors, and operators of society’s economic and social
engine – the built environment;

• stewards of the natural environment and its resources;

• innovators and integrators of ideas and technology across the public, private and
academic sectors;

• managers of risk and uncertainty caused by natural events, accidents and other threats;
and

• leaders in discussions and decisions shaping public environmental and infrastructure
policy

As we ponder what immediate steps we can take that will impact our society in the greater Los
Angeles region, I am struck by our need to be ever vigilant and prepared for one of the most
significant risks to infrastructure and society in our region, that being earthquakes. In a Los
Angeles Times article, it was reported that in emergency training sessions with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and the USGS back in early 2001, the three most likely
catastrophes to strike the United States were discussed. First on the list was a terrorist attack
in New York. Second was a super-strength hurricane hitting New Orleans. Third was a major
earthquake on the San Andreas fault. Now that the first two have come to pass, it is time for
us to become better prepared and assure that we are doing all we can to handle a major
temblor. Despite our best efforts, however, officials believe that a major temblor could cause
the level of destruction and disruption observed from Hurricane Katrina on the Gulf Coast.
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A New Year of Challenges

We congratulate our new Los Angeles Section Board of Directors for taking on
the new challenge of running our Section for the next year. Included in this issue is
an introduction page for some of our officers. They will need all our help in this
coming year to achieve success in all our Section’s collective efforts.

Our new Section President Mark Norton, P.E. has a very timely message not only
for civil engineers, but for all of us who care about the environment we live in. I echo
his message of stewardship and responsibility to ensure that all that we do create
little or no negative impact to the world we live in. Civil Engineers carry a heavier
burden since it is through our profession that leaders in this initiative should
naturally come out from.

This is not isolated.  Within the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (Metro), for example, we have already began incorporation of Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) principles in the construction of
our buildings.  We are looking into sustainability concepts to incorporate in our
Planning and Construction projects.  We have moved towards adopting agency-
wide recycling and reuse policies.  Finally, we have began discussions to reduce
our own greenhouse gas emissions.

We acknowledge that there are other forward thinking agencies out there that may
be doing or have already done a number of the things we are doing at Metro. I
mentioned the above in light of President Mark Norton’s message to illustrate that
this green revolution has began. As with the end result, we need to maintain
sustainability in this effort. This is not a flash in the pan.  We do this now or we
would regret the consequences.

We start this year with the preceding concepts as challenges. There are many more.

Enjoy this issue of our newsletter.

- Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.

E D I T O R I A L

........................................................................................................................................................................................................

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E                 continued
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In observation of our role as managers of risk of natural disasters, civil engineers
can become proactive supporters of the Office of Emergency Services through
certification as a Disaster Preparedness evaluator of buildings and infrastructure
under post earthquake conditions. By this certification, we can serve as an
invaluable support to state and federal officials to evaluate safety risk of struc-
tures. As a water resources engineer, I felt initially that this should be left up to civil
engineers with structural engineering expertise, however, that is not the case. In
late August 2007, I joined past president Rich Haller, and Jack Rolston, our current
committee chairman of Disaster Preparedness for the Los Angeles Section in
becoming trained, or recertified in Jack’s case, as a certified evaluator for the
OES. The class was enjoyable and not overly technical. The need for more trained
evaluators is significant and I encourage all certified civil, structural, and geotechnical
engineers to take the class that Jack Rolston is offering and become trained.

As your incoming President for Los Angeles Section, it is my privilege to work
with the ASCE Branches, YMFs, LMFs, technical groups and Institutes in this
region in moving forward to fulfill the vision of civil engineering for the Year 2025,
to become better prepared for our changing world around us and to inspire all
civil engineers to reach the full potential. I hope to see you at our upcoming ASCE
Los Angeles Section Annual Dinner and Awards Program on Saturday, October 13th

at the Huntington Library. If you haven’t signed up yet, there is still time.

2007-2008
Board Member Bios
...........................................................................................................................................................................

Mark R. Norton, P.E.
Incoming President

Mr. Norton holds a Bachelors of Science
in Civil Engineering from the University of
Colorado and a Masters of Public Adminis-
tration from Brigham Young University. He
is a registered civil engineer in California
and Colorado. Mr. Norton’s background

includes 25 years of engineering experience in a broad range of
civil engineering projects. Mr. Norton currently serves as the Water
Resources and Planning Manager for the Santa Ana Watershed Project
Authority (SAWPA), a joint powers agency organized to protect water
resources in the Santa Ana River Watershed. In addition, he is the
authority administrator for the Lake Elsinore and San Jacinto Water-
sheds Authority, a separate joint powers agency designed to enhance
the water quality improvements for Lake Elsinore and the San Jacinto
River Watershed.

He has served as chairman of the 2005 ASCE Inland Empire Infra-
structure Report Card, Water Committee Co-chair for the 2006
California Infrastructure Report Card, the past president of the Inland
Empire Council of Engineers and Scientists and the San Bernardino
and Riverside Counties ASCE Branch. He is also involved in his
community as a Board member for the San Jacinto River Watershed
Council, a non-profit organization.

As the incoming president, I look forward to working with the ASCE
LA Section auxiliaries in supporting civil engineering leadership in
sustainable development, disaster preparedness and integrated regional
planning. I am a strong advocate for effective outreach to K-12
students about civil engineering and encouraging ASCE members to
become more involved in the ASCE leadership opportunities.

Jalal Vahabnezhad, P.E.
Treasurer

Jalal is a professional civil engineer with over
20 years of experience in geotechnical
and general civil engineering in the public
works arena. He is currently a Senior Civil
Engineer with the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works.

He holds a Bachelors degree in Civil Engineering from West Virginia
Institute of Technology and a Masters degree in Transportation
Engineering/Management from University of New Mexico where he
continued his PhD studies in Geotechnical Engineering.

His involvement with ASCE includes, past Chairman of Geotechnical
Engineering Group, Past President of Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch,
and the current chair of national Committee on Community Volunteer
Service.
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Don Sepulveda, P.E.
President-Elect

Don is an Associate Vice President at
DMJM-Harris.  As a member of the Tran-
sit/Rail group in the west, Don is respon-
sible for project management and
marketing of Transit/Rail projects.  Some
of his past projects have been the

Alameda Corridor, Mid City Exposition Light Rail Project, and
California High Speed Rail.  Currently, he is working closely with
Metrolink in developing their Sealed Corridor project and leading
the effort on the development of grade crossing standards and
procedures for the Metrolink system.

Don has been an active member of ASCE since he was a student.
He has served on several national committees including the
Committee on Student Activities and Strategic Planning Task
Committee, and currently Chair of the Membership Committee.  He
has been President of the Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch.  Don
has been actively involved with students in the Los Angeles area
and nationally as the Vice President of Student Chapters and
several other Section positions.

B O A R D  M E M B E R  B I O S                                              CONTINUED

...................................................................................................................................................................

John Morris, P.E.
Past President

Owner and Principal of MORRIS Water
Resources Consultants, Morris has been
professionally involved with the water
industry for over forty years.  In addition
to his service for the past 17 years on
the Board of Directors of the Metropoli-
tan Water District of Southern California,

he serves on the Boards of the New Water Supply Coalition and
the Water Environment.  Morris has previously chaired the Water
Desalting Committee of the American Water Works Association, the
Water Reuse Committee of the Water Environment Federation, the
Water Reuse Subcommittee of the Association of California Water
Agencies, the Water Issues Committee of the Southern California
Association of Publicly Owned Treatment Works, as well as the
Reclamation Reuse Task Force of the State Water Conservation
Coalition. He also served as a Director of the National Water
Research Institute, the South Orange County Reclamation Author-
ity, the California Water Environment Association and as a Founding
Director of the San Joaquin Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc.  In addition, he
is active in the WateReuse Association, Colorado River Water
Users Association, Southern California Water Utilities Association
and the Orange County Water Association.

John is a former member of the Water Advisory Committee and
Planning Commissioner for the city of San Marino.  Morris is an
active member of the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Association
and has served as a member of the San Marino City Club Board of
Directors including as President in 2005.  He is a civil engineering
graduate of the University of Southern California and is the Past
President of the Los Angeles Section of the American Society of
Civil Engineers.

Russell E. Ryan, P.E.
Vice-President, Student Affairs

My career began in Civil Engineering upon graduating from
Loyola Marymount University in 1984.  From there I began
my Water Resource experience with the Army Corps of
Engineers and shortly after accepted a position with the
City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works.  I gained
additional experience in Wastewater Engineering Design and

Project Management for sewage conveyance systems.  I worked at the onset of the
visions of the north outfall replacement sewer (NORS) conveyance pipeline.  For the
next several years, I worked for Los Angeles Department of Water & Power in the
trunk-line/conveyance design section.  The next change occurred when I transferred
into construction inspection where I had the unique opportunity to inspect a pipeline
project that I designed while I worked in the trunk-line design section. Construction
inspection taught me valuable lessons in the different aspects of project manage-
ment, coordination, and contract enforcement & compliance. I currently have been
with The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California for approximately 17 years.
I have varied unique opportunities in my part of insuring reliable water supply for
southern California in an economic and environmental responsible manner. I have
been involved in dry-year supply programs, system analyses of existing conveyance
infrastructure systems, and looking at regional needs for seawater desalination.
Most recently, I spend a good majority of my time working on solutions to the
Sacramento-Delta issues and protecting Metropolitan’s water supply interests.

I have been involved with ASCE, Los Angeles Section at different points in my
career.  I have held Section positions as the Section Assistant Treasurer (1993-95),
Treasurer (1995-97), and Newsletter Business Manager (1997-2007).  My visions for
the Section have been to provide a quality and valuable resource for professional
development & networking for all civil engineers, especially those just graduating
from the Universities and Colleges.

Sonia Nasser, P.E.
Vice-President, Technical Groups

Sonia Ytuarte Nasser, P.E., hails from the great State of
Texas and works with the County of Orange/Public Works
Dept (RDMD) as the Manager for the Project Management
and Regulatory Compliance Division.  Ms. Nasser has over
18 years of experience working as a civil engineer in the
public sector.  She previously worked with the County’s

Landfill department and also the Watershed & Coastal Resources group.

Sonia began her engineering career with the Los Angeles Department of Public Works
in 1989 where she worked in the Planning Division and also the Traffic Engineering
group.  Sonia has a BS degree in Civil Engineering from Southern Methodist University
in Dallas, Texas and has been a Registered Civil Engineer in California since 1993.

Sonia has been active with ASCE since college, heading up the concrete canoe team
while at Southern Methodist University and was the ASCE chapter secretary. She has
been active with the OC Branch since 1991 on the History and Heritage Committee.
Ms. Nasser has served the OC Branch as Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, and
President in 2004-05. She also served as the 2005-06 Awards and Nominations
Committee Chair.

Ms. Nasser chaired the Urban Runoff/Flood Control Committee for Orange County’s
first Infrastructure Report Card in 2002 and also in 2005 when it was updated. She
also worked on the Urban Runoff element of the statewide report card in 2006.

Sonia is married to Mike Nasser and they have two daughters, Sara age 10 and
Samar age 9.  Ms. Nasser is also a member of APWA and the City Engineers
Association of Orange County.
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Jay Higgins, P.E.
Secretary

Jay Higgins is a professional civil engineer with 30 years of
experience in the design and construction management of water,
wastewater, stormwater, transportation, building, and earthwork
projects.  Jay currently works out of the Los Angeles Office of
URS Corporation, Construction Services, Dispute Resolution
Group, where he specializes in construction claims analysis.
His resident engineer and construction management experience

includes inspection, construction schedule review, evaluation and negotiation of change
orders, and resolution of disputes over cost and delay.  Jay has been a designated expert
for several civil engineering projects and given deposition testimony.  His experience also
includes Public Assistance Coordinator and Appeals Analyst for the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Public Assistance disaster recovery grants program.

Jay has a BS in Civil Engineering from Northeastern University (Boston, MA), a MS in
Environmental Engineering from Northwestern University, and a MBA from the University
of Chicago.  He is a licensed Professional Civil Engineer in California and Illinois.

He has been a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers since 1973 and served
as President (2005-2006) and Treasurer (2002-2003) of the Metropolitan Los Angeles
Branch.  He was a Director of the Chicago Post of the American Society of Military
Engineers (1994-1996), and was President of the Illinois Association of Environmental
Professionals (1995-1996).

His goal as Secretary of the LA Section is to effectively record and archive the business
of the Section, update and streamline Section procedures, and assure that the Section
communicates effectively with the members.
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PRESENTERS:

Heather Rosenberg, LEED AP

Director of Sustainable Community Services

CTG Energetics

Sam Ali, P.E., LEED AP

Vice President

Land Development Services

Psomas

This 4-hour seminar will cover:

— Introduction to Sustainable Design

— The Importance of the Integrated Design Process

— Sustainable Design and Climate Change

— Introduction to LEED NC and ND

— How to Use LEED for Sustainable Design

— Civil Engineering Applications to Sustainable Design

SAVE THE DATE!

September 28, 2007

Where: Conference Training Center

City of Irvine

One Civic Center Plaza

Irvine, CA  92623

Cost:
• $100.00 per person with paid reservations

by Monday 9/24
• $110.00 after 9/24, 2007

Get your reservations in early!

SPACE IS LIMITED!

The proceeds of the seminar will be donated to

support the ASCE Student Chapters at CSULB,

CSUF, and UCI, and to Student Scholarships.

Sustainable Design Seminar
September 28, 2007

Make checks payable to ASCE, Orange County
Please fill in the following information below and mail with check to:

Martha Woodworth

mwoodworth@Psomas.com

Psomas

3187 Red Hill Avenue, Suite 250

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

(714) 751-7373 Phone           (714) 545-8883 Fax

Name:_________________________________________ E-Mail Address:_____________________________

Affiliation:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:______________________________________ Fax:_____________________________________

Title:___________________________________________Years of Experience:_________________________

Type of Work you do?________________________________________________________________________

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Orange County Branch
ASCE Seminar

Sustainable Design
Friday, September 28, 2007

8 AM to 12 PM
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Semi-Retired Civil Engineer
Semi-Retired Civil Engineer available for short term/long
term commitments. California P.E. with 40+ years of
varied experiences and responsibilities, including
claims consulting and expert witness testimony. C.V.
and references will be available upon your request.

E-mail: evnel@aol.com
Cell phone: 323-356-7814

KPFF CONSULTING ENGINEERS
KPFF Consulting Engineers seeks motivated and energetic
structural engineers. 2+ yrs of structural design experience
with steel, concrete, masonry and timber desired. B.S., M.S.
degree; a P.E. license a plus. Excellent communication and
teamwork skills are essential.  Substantial growth opportunity
for all levels, and the opportunity to work on a wide variety of
interesting and challenging projects. Immediate positions
available in our Los Angeles and Pasadena offices. Please
contact, fax or e-mail resume to the following:

For Los Angeles: For Pasadena:

Ms. Joy Hernandez Ms. Tamara Kealty
KPFF Consulting Engineers KPFF Consulting Engineers
6080 Center Drive, Suite 300 2 N. Lake Avenue, Suite 820
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Pasadena, CA  91101
Phone: (310) 665-1536 Phone: (626) 578-1121
Fax: (310) 665-9070 Fax: (626) 578-9121
Email: jhernandez@kpff-la.com Email: tkealty@kpff-pas.com

E M P L O Y M E N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

...............................................................................................................................................................................

HYDROLOGY/HYDRAULICS/ENVIRONMENTAL SOFTWARE

ADVANCED ENGINEERING

SOFTWARE
P.O. BOX 4962

GARDEN GROVE, CA  92842-4962

TEL/FAX: (714) 780-8990
TO REVIEW AES PROGRAM FEATURES AND

CAPABILITIES,

VISIT:

http://www.advancedengineeringsoftware.com

•  Software written/supported by AUTHORS OF

THE HYDROLOGY MANUALS.

•  Software used throughout Southern California since 1980

by private and government agency engineers.

•  Used to develop 55 City-Wide and County-Wide Master Plans

of Drainage throughout California.

AES Program Developers & Support:

Theodore V. Hromadka II, Ph.D., Ph.D., Ph.D., P.E., P.H., LG, Professor

Emeritus, CSUF; Johannes J. DeVries, Ph.D., P.E., Faculty, UC Davis;

Howard H. Chang, Ph.D., P.E., Professor, SDSU;

Paolo Zanetti, Ph.D., QEP, President, EnviroCOMP;

Robert J. Whitley, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine;

Carlos Brebbia, Ph.D., Director, Wessex Institute of Technology;

Gary Guymon, Ph.D., P.E., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine.
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MATERIALS SUBMISSION INFORMATION
If you’d like to have your business card or company information listed in
the Professional Directory, please contact Russ Ryan at (213) 217-6625
or email him at rryan@mwdh2o.com for rates and deadlines.

All graphic materials submitted for use in this newsletter should have all
fonts outlined, and links included; .eps files preferred. Other formats are:
Ouark, Adobe Illustrator or Adobe Photoshop; additional acceptable file
formats are: .qxd, .eps, and .tif; PDF files are acceptable for proofing only.
Images embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent separately,
at a minimum resolution of 150 dpi at the display size desired. Collected
files, including links and fonts, should be compressed and emailed, or
sent on zip disk (provide return address). Business cards can be submitted
electronically as well, or send clean, crisp, b&w laser print, unfolded.

Civil Engineers /
Designers:
E.W. Moon, Inc., a Civil Engineer-

ing and Construction Management Firm in Los Angeles since

1985, is seeking qualified Civil Engineers / Designers. B.S.

Civil Engineering and California P.E. required with a minimum

of 10 years of engineering and design experience preparing at a

minimum: engineering studies, demolition, grading and drain-

age, utility drawings & specifications, hydrology, hydraulic

calculations, SUSMP plans and reports for  civil construction

projects. Experience in interdisciplinary coordination required. 

Structural engineering/design experience preferred but not

required.  Successful candidates must also be able to support

contractors by providing technical oversight during construction. 

Send your resumes to:  E.W. Moon, Inc.

Email to: cmcginnis@ewmooninc.com or Fax: (310) 915-1038

Please visit our website at www.ewmooninc.com
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

Earth Systems

Southern California
Geotechnical Consultants • Environmental Consultants

Materials Testing Laboratories

Los Angeles • (818) 901-8075 / (626) 356-0955

Palmdale • (661) 948-7538    Ventura • (805) 642-6727

Other Earth Systems companies
Earth Systems Northern California • Earth Systems Pacific

Earth Systems Southwest

www.earthsystems.com



Los Angeles Section Monthly:  O C T O B E R  0 7  page 9

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

Find out the latest Section

& Branch news @

www.ascelasection.org
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ASCE LA Section
Brooke Hixson
1405 Warner Ave.
Tustin, CA 92780
Phone (714) 258-8306
Fax (714) 258-8391
E-mail: brookeh@associationplanet.com

Editor
Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.
LACMTA
One Gateway Plaza
Mail Stop 99-17-2
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone (213) 922-2471
FAX (213) 922-6875
E-mail: cliban@UCLAlumni.net
Typesetting, Layout & Printing: The Center Quickprint

Please send all copy to the Editor by
the first of the month preceding publication.

Identification Statement
ASCE Newsletter, (ISSN 0273-6233)
is published monthly by ASCE,
Los Angeles Section, 1405 Warner Ave.
Tustin, California 92780. Subscription price
included in Section dues of $45.

Circulation
Circulated monthly (except for a joint
July/August issue) to the 5,000 subscribing
members of the Los Angeles Section, ASCE.

Advertising Rates
EMPLOYMENT ADS DISPLAY ADS

$75/column inch 1/8 page $150
1/4 page $250
1/2 page $415
1 page $690

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

$350 per business card for a full year
(Additional fees may be applied for typesetting.
Please call for information.)

POSITION WANTED ADS

No cost to L.A. Section members.

For more advertising and billing information,
please contact Russ Ryan, P.E., at MWD at
(213) 217-6625 or rryan@mwdh2o.com
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National ASCE (800) 548-2723 (ASCE)
Access National ASCE at: www.asce.org

L.A. Section web site at: www.ascelasection.org
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Please contact ASCE Membership at
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

POSTMASTER: THIS CONTAINS TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIALS.
 PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY.

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER. NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 1441

SANTA ANA, CA

President Mark Norton, P.E. Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority mnorton@sawpa.org (951) 354-4221
President-Elect Don Sepulveda, P.E. DMJM Harris don.sepulveda@dmjmharris.com (213) 593-8401
Past-President John T. Morris, P.E. Morris Water Resources Consultants Morriswater@earthlink.net (626) 796-0020
Secretary Jay Higgins, P.E. URS Corporation jay_higgins@urscorp.com (818) 406-4896
Treasurer Jalal Vahabnezhad, P.E. L.A. County Department of Public Works jvahab@ladpw.org (626) 458-3114
Vice President - Student Activities Russell Ryan, P.E. Metropolitan Water District of Southern California rryan@mwdh2o.com (213) 217-6625
Vice President - Technical Groups Sonia Nasser, P.E. County of Orange Sonia.Nasser@rdmd.ocgov.com (714) 834-2319
Desert Area Gene Coufal, P.E. City of L.A. Department of Water and Power gene.coufal@ladwp.com (760) 873-0225
Metropolitan LA Karen Sepulveda Burbank Glendale Pasadena Airport Authority kar@sepulvedas.net (818) 309-9649
Orange County Darren Adrian, P.E. Kimley-Horn & Associates darren.adrian@kimley-horn.com (714) 939-1030
San Bernardino/Riverside Terry Renner, P.E. TKE Engineering, Inc. trenner@tkeengineering.com (951) 680-0440
San Luis Obispo Kari Wagner, P.E. Wallace Group kariw@wallacegroup.us (805) 544-4011
Santa Barbara/Ventura Wayne F. Fitch, P.E. Penfield & Smith wff@penfieldsmith.com (805) 963-9532
Southern San Joaquin On Man Lau, P.E. BSK Inc. olau@bskinc..com (661) 327-0671
Young Member Forum Gary Gilbert, P.E. Diaz Yourman & Associates gary@diazyourman.com (714) 245-2920
Life Member Forum Ted McConville, P.E. Retired tedmcconville@aol.com (949) 673-4475
Region 9 Governor Mike Thornton TKE Engineering Inc. mthornton@tkeengineering.com (951) 680-0440


