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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The world makes way for the man who knows where he is going. 

   —Ralph Waldo Emerson

The New Year is here! 2011 is gone and 2012 is underway. It’s 
time to set those New Year’s resolutions. What do you plan to 
accomplish this year? Did you make resolutions or set goals 
at the start of 2011? How did you do? Did you accomplish your 
goals for 2011? Making resolutions and setting goals are part 

the of the New Years tradition. This makes it a good time to devote a column to the subject 
of goal-setting, especially since goals are essential to success. 

I’m sure most every ASCE member would agree that goal-setting is good. Goals are power-
ful motivators. Goals focus our attention. Goals give us purpose. Research studies have 
found that the most common factor among those over 100 years of age wasn’t diet or 
exercise habits, it was their view toward the future: they all had goals. Setting goals may 
not enable you to live to 100, but it will greatly increase the chances of you being success-
ful. I like what Earl Nightingale said: “To achieve happiness, we should make certain that 
we are never without an important goal.” 

But it isn’t only goal setting that’s important; it is attaining those goals that is the key to 
success. In fact, a good definition for success is this: “Success is the progressive realiza-
tion of a worthwhile, predetermined goal.” This definition works for everyone, no matter 
what their focus. The bottom line is this: Successful people set goals and accomplish 
them.

We all know the track record for New Year’s resolutions is pretty dismal. First of all, many 
people never get around to setting goals. Of those who do, most forget or abandon their 
goals a short time later. Why do so many people start out with such good intentions, but 
give up and revert to their old ways? On the other hand, why are there people who set 
goals and attain them, despite the odds? What do they do differently?

There are many good books on the subject of success. Three that I like are: The Seven 
Habits of Highly Successful People, by Steven Covey; Strategies for Success, by James 
Dornan; and Success is a Choice, by Rick Pitino. I am borrowing liberally from these books 
as I attempt to answer the questions above.

The common denominator among those who attain their goals is that they have the right 
foundation for their goals. Just like a solid foundation is important to a building or bridge, 
so it is to a goal.  We know that foundations for buildings are made of concrete and steel, 
but what makes the foundation for goal attainment? People who are successful in attaining 
their goals seem to have three qualities in common: 1) they practice positive thinking; 2) 
they know how to overcome failure; and, 3) they possess vision (they know where they are 
going). Let’s look at each of these.

Positive Thinking: A former business partner of mine had this sign in his office: “Your at-
titude, not your aptitude, is what determines your altitude.” Many people claim that others 
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It is with a mix of pride and humility that I begin my term as 
President of the Los Angeles Section.  I am honored to have 
been selected for this important role of guiding the second 

largest (by membership) section in all of AScE.  the Section 
is approaching its 100th Anniversary and the list of names of 
those who have held office as Section President during the 
past century looks like a roll call for the civil Engineering Hall 
of Fame.  I am humbled to be joining their ranks.

I truly appreciate the confidence that the membership of the 
Section has placed in me.  I pledge to do my utmost to fulfill my duties and obligations as 
Section President to the best of my ability.  Fortunately, I will have plenty of assistance.  
Our incoming Board has a great blend of returning experienced officers coupled with 
skilled and energetic new ones.  the returning board officers include Greg Heiertz, P.E., 
who assumes the role of Past-President.  Greg did a tremendous job as Section President 
during the past year leading our Section through a challenging period.  On behalf of the 
other Board members and all of the LA Section membership, I thank him for his commit-
ment of time and energy.  I will be counting on Greg’s wisdom and experience for advice 
throughout this coming year.  

I am also thankful that we will have continuity in two important Board positions through 
returning officers Janice Horcasitas, P.E. and Bill Flores, P.E.  As Secretary, Janice 
will be playing a key role in assisting the Section with increasing revenue from our news-
letter and website.  As VP technical Groups, Bill is an important liaison between the Sec-
tion and some of our most vibrant subsidiaries – the technical Groups and Institutes.  I look 
forward to working with them during the second year of their terms.  

We have three newly elected officers who will be stepping in for the three 2010-11 Board 
officers who have completed their terms.  All six of the new and departing officers have 
been major contributors to the Section for many years.   

We will miss Gary Gilbert, P.E., our treasurer for the past two years.  It was Gary’s luck 
of the draw that during his term the Section implemented a consolidated financial report-
ing system.  the finances of all of the subsidiary groups (i.e., Branches, YMF’s, technical 
Groups, and Student chapters) now roll up through the Section.  this was a tremendous 
undertaking and Gary did a yeoman’s job.  the new system is set up and running well, 
much to the delight of the entire Board, especially his successor, Kathereen Shinkai, 
P.E.   I have worked with Kathereen for many years at the Branch level and I know that she 
will also do a stellar job as Section treasurer.  

Karen Sepulveda, who completed her term as VP Student Activities, has been a tireless 
advocate for our Section’s student chapters for as long as I have known her.  certainly 
the successes that our chapters have experienced over the past two years have been 
due in no small part to the guidance and leadership provided by Karen.  the Section is 
grateful for members like Karen, and her successor, Gregg Feigel, P.E., who recognize 
the importance of supporting the Student chapters.   After all, the health of the Student 
chapters, which are AScE’s “spawning ground”, is a leading indicator of the future health 
of the Section.  
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It’s Time to Celebrate!
By richard Haller, P.E., M. ascE

region 9 governor, rhaller@sawpa.org We look with interest to this new year as we enter an election year.  
We have a lot to look forward to, with the hope that we could get out 
of the economic rut we have been over the past four years.  Have our 
lives changed since the beginning of the Great Recession?  Most of us 
would most likely answer on the negative to this question that despite 
positive signs that we are coming out of the doldrums, we most likely 
do not feel so.  But that depends.

Our Los Angeles Section President John Hogan, P.E. have some words 
of wisdom for all of us, well fitting for these times.  While most peo-
ple around us feed their anxieties and their fears with more negative 
thoughts, he encourages us to be positive.  Resiliency is a rare trait in 
an environment that is used to immediate gratification.  Moreover, a lot 
of us only look into the next day, we do not have a vision of where we 
want to go.  Maybe an artifact of our society, but also maybe just an 
artifact of the economic times.

We welcome comments on the articles that we write.  Beginning in this 
issue, we will occasionally post those letters to the LA Section Presi-
dent or the Editor. Just a heads-up—in the interest of space, we may 
have to reduce the content of your letter, but we will keep the intent 
and ideas intact.

Thanks for reading through.  We hope you had a great holiday season!

—Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.

E d i to r i a l

.................................................................................................................................

A New Year (Again)

Happy New Year!! It’s a great time to be a civil 
engineer with lots of opportunities to solve the 
ever increasing infrastructure problems. Region 
9 of ASCE serves California members working 
to coordinate the efforts of the four state Sec-
tions and advancing the Society’s Vision 2025. 
Region 9 is led by a Board of Governors (BOG) 
that consists of seven members: six gover-
nors—one each representing the four sections 
in California (San Diego Los Angeles, San Fran-

cisco, and Sacramento), two “at-large,” and the society’s director). The 
Society Director is the Region’s representative on the society’s board.

The Region has been busy implementing several key elements of Vision 
2025, including engaging in legislative activities, advancing the pro-
fession, and recognizing our greatest achievements. In FY 2011, the 
region conducted a number of activities and events including Legisla-
tive Day, meeting the majority of State Assembly representatives and 
senators. During these meetings, legislators were asked to support 
infrastructure funding, provided information on current conditions and 
funding needs and educated about ASCE and using civil engineers as 
a resource. Legislators asked for ideas on how to pay for the funding 
shortfall. We would welcome your thoughts. Region 9 conducted an 
infrastructure symposium offering a suite of speakers on transporta-
tion and water issues. In conjunction with the symposium, the region 
conducted an awards program recognizing outstanding projects and 
individuals. Finally, the BOG evaluated proposed legislation of inter-
est to the civil engineering community and suitability of adopting a 

“support” or “oppose” position. Seventy-four measures were deemed 
of interest and tracked. The BOG did take positions on several bills; 
these positions can be found at the Region 9 website (www.asce.org/
region9/) at the “Region 9 Issues and Advocacy” link. Legislative posi-
tions were made known and advocated for by the region’s lobbyist, 
Richard Markuson, who provided a voice for ASCE in the legislature. Of 
particular interest was Senate Bill (SB) 424, “Mechanics Liens, Design 
Professionals” which was approved by the legislature and governor, 
and Assembly Bill (AB) 1210, Water Quality: Stormwater Discharge: 
Civil Engineering Activities which was approved by the legislature but 
vetoed by the governor.

In 2012, the region will once again conduct several important events 
including the Infrastructure Symposium and Awards Banquet on Febru-
ary 28th. The symposium will present the latest information on state-
wide water and transportation issues. The awards banquet will honor 
the most outstanding civil engineering projects and recognize individu-
als in the state, representing the best of the section award winners. 
Legislative Day will be conducted February 29th, during which nearly 
every of the over 100 state legislative offices will be visited and provid-
ed with information on California’s infrastructure. Finally, the region is 
preparing a California Infrastructure Report Card which will be released 
in the spring. The report card will summarize current conditions and 
estimate annual spending requirements to raise the grades. Look for 
exciting details of this release. For more information go to www.asce.
org/region9/.

Mr. Hogan, 

I enjoyed reading your article in the November newsletter for the Los 
Angeles ASCE Section. I understand you have a personal point of view 
regarding Keynes that personally I do not share. Recently I went on 
the U.S. Treasury Department’s website and downloaded all of the 
monthly treasury statements that go back to 1997 and also found 
some historical data back through 1983. I came up with a spreadsheet 
summarizing all of the documents (you can see I had too much time on 
my hands on that day). My only point is that you will see that compared 
to recent downturns in the early 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s, we never 
increased spending that corresponds to a reduced income anywhere 
near to the extent that we have done this downturn. If the first stimulus 
package had only focused on infrastructure, I think we might have 
seen benefits like you suggest. But now that we have increased our 
debt by approximately $4 trillion in 3 years, I think the opportunity has 
passed and we have no choice. Furthermore, from the limited amount I 
have read, the infrastructure spending in the 1930s did not have much 
of an impact in ending the Depression, and in fact the nation sunk into 
a second downturn in the late 1930s. I believe it was World War II that 
finally ended the Depression, but I admit that I am not fully knowledge-
able about that time period. 

Bob Kuhn

F E E d B ac K

.................................................................................................................................
Letter to the President

We will begin featuring letters we receive from some of our members start-
ing in this issue. if you would like any of your comments heard, please ad-
dress them either to John Hogan (JHogan@hfinc.com) or myself (cliban@
Uclalumni.net). We may need to edit the letter for space considerations.
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have made them who they are, or that their circumstances have dictated 
their place in life. They might even say they can’t help how they feel. Wrong! 
Each of us is responsible for the way we look at life. As Victor Frankl wrote in 
Man’s Search for Meaning, his account of a Nazi prison camp, “the last of the 
human freedoms is the ability to choose one’s attitude no matter what the cir-
cumstances.”  We create our own environments by the attitudes we develop. 
Positive thinking can be learned by anyone regardless of the inclinations they 
were born with or grew up with. Having a positive attitude may not guarantee 
success, but it sure puts you on the road that leads to success. Whether or 
not you arrive there depends on what you do along the way. You will not at-
tain many goals unless you first adopt a positive outlook and believe that you 
can do it. There aren’t many consistently successful people who have bad 
attitudes. You gotta believe to succeed!

Overcoming failure: It’s unrealistic to expect the path to attainment of a worth-
while goal will not have a few obstacles and failures along the way. The key 
to overcoming these obstacles is to avoid discouragement and to develop 
persistence. Sometimes people get discouraged when success is not im-
mediate. The fact is most “overnight successes” have spent years getting to 
where they are. Some thought Tiger Woods was an overnight success when 
he burst upon the professional golf circuit some years back. Actually, the 
twenty-something Tiger had devoted his life to the game starting before the 
age of 3! In reality this “overnight sensation” had put in a lifetime of prepara-
tion. I suspect there were a few tournaments along the way that he failed to 
win. Yet he continued to persevere.

Vision: Simply stated, vision is determining what you want. You have to know 
what you want in order to attain it. When you develop vision, you’re able to 
see what you want to accomplish. With vision, you create a drive that will 
propel you through bad times, as well as good. Going on a diet to lose weight 
is a common goal, especially at New Year’s. But unless the dieter has envi-
sioned a better quality of life once the pounds are gone, and is committed 
to that dream, the temptations along the way to give up may be too much 
to overcome. 

There is a pattern here. The whole concept of achieving success 
begins with the individual: how positively you think and your de-
termination to overcome failure. Those attitudes open your eyes 
to the possibilities and opportunities around you. You can then 
begin to develop the vision for your life that will empower you in 
your day to day activities. You realize that you can control your 
own destiny. What a liberating thought!

It’s upon this foundation of thinking that success is built. In or-
der to achieve success, goals must be developed. Goals can 
involve any area of one’s life: personal development, physical 
development, finances, professional accomplishment, etc. They 
also will have different time horizons. Some goals are lifelong, 
others might be three to five years, and others might be one 
year. There should also be day-to-day, weekly and monthly goals.

Goals are not necessarily about an end result. They also help 
along the way by providing measurable milestones. As you make 
progress, you gain a sense of accomplishment.

I’m sure that I am preaching to the choir. After all, you all are 
Civil Engineers. You have a vision for your life’s pursuits, a desire 
to create, to build, to contribute to a better world. This vision 
together with a can-do attitude helped you to persevere and per-
sist through a difficult college curriculum. The new year reminds 
us that goal setting is not a one-time activity. Goals need to be 
identified, planned, acted upon, and evaluated on an ongoing 
basis. As you grow and change, so will your goals. Ultimately, 
what happens inside of you as you progress is more important 
than just achieving a preset goal.

As you make your New Year’s resolutions, remember ASCE. Your 
involvement in ASCE can play an important part in helping you 
attain your professional and personal development goals. I can 
certainly attest to that. Best wishes for a successful 2012! 

 (310) 320-5100

www.GroupDelta.com

GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING
MATERIALS TESTING & INSPECTION

(949) 450-2100
(858) 536-1000

Group Delta Consultants, Inc.

Serving Southern California since 1986

Los Angeles County :
Orange County :

San Diego County :
Inland Empire :

Imperial County :
Sacramento County :

 (909) 605-6500
 (760) 337-2067

Michael D. Reader, P.E., G.E.
Chief Executive Officer

 (916) 774-7123

CIVIL ENGINEER: Opportunity for civil engineer at Tahoe City, 
California. Skills should include 3 to 7 years’ experience, 2008 
Land Development Desktop CAD, Civil 3D a plus, land devel-
opment experience a must, PE preferred, project management, 
Engineer’s Estimates, and SWPPP preparation a plus. Benefits, 
profit sharing, good salary, and flexible schedule. Contact www.
garydavisgroup.com

E M P l oY M E n t  o P P o rt U n i t Y

ASCE’s 2012
Member-Get-A-Member
Drive Depends on You!
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National ASCe (800) 548-2723 (ASCe)

Access National ASCe at:  www.asce.org

L.A. Section web site at:  
www.ascelasection.org

...............................................................................................................

Reminder: 
copy deadline for the Feb. 2012 issue is Jan. 1, 2012; copy deadline 
for the March 2012 issue is Feb. 1, 2012.
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Attorneys at Law 

 

www.weildrage.com 
 

Serving the Design Professional community in a wide 
range of construction and business-related matters. 

 
   California                  Nevada                   Arizona 
(949) 837-8200                (702) 314-1905               (602) 971-0159 

WEIL & DRAGEWEIL & DRAGE

A Great Idea from the Life Members
the ASCe Life Members’ Public Image Committee request 
that members take their (to be discarded) Civil engineering 
magazines to their doctor’s office or barber shop and merge 
them with the stack of magazines. We feel that this will be an 
effective way to make the general public more aware of what 
civil engineers do.
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The Tradition Continues; 
Setting Section Goals for 
2010 

October marks the beginning of the Section fiscal year and 
changes to the Section Board.  this is the traditional time 
of the year for the incoming Section President to report the 

goals that have been set for the coming year.  As Section President, I will work diligently 
toward achieving the goals outlined below.  Of course I cannot accomplish this alone 
and will have the privilege of working with the Section Board, committees, and technical 
Groups.  Let me briefly highlight the makeup of the incoming Board which consists of 
the incoming Presidents from the Branches, a representative from the Younger Member 
Forum and Life Member Forum, and the new and returning Board officers.

We are fortunate to have several existing Board members that will fill out the remainder 
of their terms.  these include Don Sepulveda as Past President, Janice Horcasitas as 
Secretary, and Sonia Nasser as Vice President of technical Groups.  It would be hard to 
find anyone with more experience at the Student chapter, Branch, Section, and Society 
levels of AScE than Don.  We are fortunate to have his insight into the inner workings of 
AScE for another year.  Janice’s experience as Secretary will keep the administrative 
functions of the Section running smoothly, and Sonia’s experience gained while serving 
in positions at the Branch and Section level is a valuable asset to the Board.

We welcome the new officers including: President-Elect Greg Heiertz; Karen Sepulveda 
as Vice President of Student Activities, and Gary Gilbert as treasurer.  Greg’s experi-
ence as President of the Orange county Branch, one of the largest Section Branches, 
will provide valuable input from the Branch perspective.  Karen’s extensive experience 
as a member of, and working with, Student chapters over several years and her passion 
for working with students will greatly enhance our student activities.  Gary’s enthusiasm 
for AScE and his past experience serving in several positions in the Orange county 
Branch will assure our financial shop is kept in order.

I have served on the Board as an Officer with three Section Presidents: John Morris, 
Mark Norton, and Don Sepulveda.  I will do my best to maintain the high standards they 
have set and will work with the Board to build on their accomplishments and the pro-
grams they set in motion.

At the training and Planning Workshop held in August, members from throughout the 
Section, who will be serving in a leadership capacity in the coming year, came together 
to learn how AScE and the Section are organized and function.  I would like to thank 
those members who are willing to step forward and take on leadership responsibility for 
the benefit of the Section and the civil engineering profession.  the Section draft 2009 
Strategic Plan was presented at the workshop for review and comment.  Based on the 
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ASCE Region 9 

Announces the Sixth Annual 
 

California Infrastructure Symposium 
Awards Dinner 
Legislative Day 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

February 28 and 29, 2012 
The American Society of Civil Engineers  (ASCE) realizes that critical  infrastructure systems are  facilities and 
assets so vital that their destruction or incapacitation would disrupt the security, economy, safety, health, or 
welfare of the public.  One of ASCE’s top priorities is to raise the grades on California’s infrastructure.     
 
ASCE Region 9  is taking the  lead by presenting the Sixth Annual California Infrastructure Symposium to be 
held on Tuesday, February 28, 2012, in Sacramento.  The Infrastructure Symposium will include topics such 
as:   Water  Infrastructure Funding, New Stormwater Permits and  Implications, Major Water/Recycled Water 
Projects, Federal and State Transportation Funding‐Where’s the Money?, Project Funding Acceleration‐Doing 
more with less!, and Environmental Clearance Acceleration‐Reducing the hurdle!  You will also be the first to 
hear about California’s new Statewide Report Card which will  identify and bring attention for  infrastructure 
support and renewal in California.  
 
The Keynote Speaker will address “California’s Fiscal Picture for the Future” by Bill Lockyer, State Treasurer 
(invited).   Other speakers  include Ellen Hanak,  Joe Grindstaff, Dan Cloak, Derrick Whitehead, Bruce Wolfe, 
Frank Belock, Marsi Steirer, Eric Mische, Yaz Emrani, Mike Kincaid, Rock Miller, Brian Pallasch, Jessica Peters, 
Doug Failing, Will Kempton, and ASCE President‐Elect, Greg DiLoreto. 
 
Following the Infrastructure Symposium, you may also register for an evening to help celebrate excellence in 
California Civil Engineering projects and honor the outstanding accomplishments of  individuals at the ASCE 
Region 9 Awards Dinner.   
 
Please mark your calendar  to  join us on Tuesday, February 28, 2012, at  the Hyatt Regency Sacramento at 
Capitol  Park,  1209  L  Street,  Sacramento,  California  for  current  information  on  California’s  infrastructure, 
continuing education, networking, and social events you will not want to miss.  Look for more information as 
it becomes available at www.asce.org/region9.  
 
The ASCE Region 9 Legislative Day will take place on Wednesday, February 29, 2012 at the California State 
Capitol in Sacramento.  Please join us as we unveil the new ASCE Region 9 Report Card.  
 
For additional information, please contact Lori Campbell, Administrator, lkc.consulting@sbcglobal.net, or by 

telephone at 916.965.1536. 
 
 
 

 
ASCE Region 9 represents more than 18,000 ASCE members in the State of California. 
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Congratulations!
New ASCE Life Members

Life Members are those who have made a lifetime commitment to ASCE and the civil engineering profession by remaining members for the full length 
of their professional career. The following Los Angeles Section ASCE Members will attain the rank of Life Member in 2012:
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..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Nelson Acosta 
Nathaniel Adam 

Shahnawaz Ahmad 
Ahmed Ali 

E Allen 
G Hossein Bahmanyar 

Louis Bayne 
Mark Beizer 

William Bloom 
David Boone 

Ramakrishna Boppana 
Stuart Brehm III
Charles Burton 
Vincent Chee 

Raphael Hing-Ho Cheng 
Larry Choate 

J Christopher Clark 
Richard Corneille 

Roger Dames 
Mahendra Desai 
Richard Doolittle 

George Dore 
John Dutton 

Bruce Eisenbise 
Hiroshi Emoto 

Steven Esmond 
Joseph Evelyn 

Robert Finn 
John Fisher 

William Fowler 
Rodrigo Garcia 

John Goni 
Pierre Handl 

Timothy Hasselman 

Gerald Helt 
Allan Henderson 
Alan Hobelman 
Kern Jacobson 

Dorsey Jaspar Jr.
Share Foon Ko 

Neil Lee 
David Lee 

William McCleish 
Thomas McCaslin 

William Meece 
Mark Monn 
John Moore 

Neil Morrison 
Timothy Nanson 

Lloyd Norton 
Gregory Petro 

Lan Pham 
Zvi Plotnik 

Thomas Sage 
Brian Sasaki 

Andrew Sienkiewich 
J Michael Sims 

Erling Smith 
John Spiess 

Pore-Feng Sun 
Craig Sundgren 
Jens Thielmann 

Jalaleddin Vakili-Mirzamani 
Stanley Vander Mey 
William Whittenberg 

Henry T Yang 
Kwok To Yeung 
Robert Zinser 

An ASCE member achieves Life Member status when upon reaching the age of 65, he or she has been a dues-paying ASCE member for at least 30 
years, including continuous membership during the most recent 10 years. This is a significant achievement for any ASCE member and hopefully is 
something to which all members aspire.  The LA Section Life Member Class of 2012 will be formally recognized and inducted during ceremonies to 
be held on March 3, 2012 in Monterey Park 

Congratulations to all of the new Life Members.  We wish you all good health and happiness, and many more years of fruitful ASCE membership.
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ASCE's P.E. Environmental Exam Review Course -- A Live Interactive 
Webinar Series  

 

Date:  Feb. 17 - March 23, 2012  
Days:  Friday                                  
Time: 3 PM - 5 PM ET                    

Pay a single site registration fee and an unlimited number  
of people in your organization can attend at that site.  

Registration ends Tues., Feb 7. Questions? Call 1-800-548-2723. 
 

ASCE's live P.E. Environmental Exam Review course is designed to prepare candidates for the 
P.E. Environmental Exam. The presentations will focus on test topics and the emphasis will be on 
the material most probable to be on the exam. Environmental experts will cover the following 
topics:  

• Water related topics include: wastewater, stormwater, and potable water  
• Air related topics include ambient air, emissions sources, and control strategies  
• Municipal solid waste, hazardous waste, special and radioactive waste  
• Environmental assessment, remediation and public health and safety  

$995 ASCE Members / $1,295 Non-ASCE Members 
 

 
********************** 
 
 
 
 
 

ASCE’s P.E. Environmental Exam Review Course 
A Live Interactive Webinar Series 

 
 Date: Feb. 17–March 23, 2012 
 Days: Friday                                 
 Time: 3 p.m.–5 p.m. ET                   

Pay a single site-registration fee, and an unlimited number of people in your  

organization can attend at that site. 

Registration ends Tues., Feb 7. Questions? Call 1-800-548-2723.

 
ASCE’s live P.E. Environmental Exam Review course is designed to prepare 
candidates for the P.E. Environmental Exam. The presentations will focus on 
test topics and the emphasis will be on the material most probable to be on 
the exam. Environmental experts will cover the following topics: 

 � Water-related topics include: wastewater, stormwater, and potable water 

 � Air-related topics include ambient air, emissions sources, and control  
strategies 

 � Municipal solid waste, hazardous waste, special and radioactive waste 

 � Environmental assessment, remediation and public health and safety 

$995
ASCE Members

$1295
Non-ASCE Members
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Geotechnical   |   Environmental  | Testing and Inspection

Irvine
Bakersfield
Los Angeles
Palm Desert

Rancho Cucamonga
San Diego

Santa Clarita
Temecula
Ventura 

www.leightongroup.com
Thomas C. Benson, Jr., PE, GE, REA I | President and CEO

GENTERRA CONSULTANTS, INC.

Joseph J. Kulikowski, PE, GE
President and Senior Principal Engineer
15375 Barranca Parkway, Bldg L
Irvine, California 92618
(949)753-8766 
joekul@genterra.com
www.genterra.com

CIVIL AND GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING • DAM ENGINEERING
OFFICES IN NO. & SO. CALIFORNIA, COLORADO AND PENNSYLVANIA

SERVICES PROVIDED NATIONWIDE

Loca l 805 654 6977

FAX  805 654 6979

Sta te  800 676 1916

1672 Donlon Street

Ventura, California 93003

E n g i n e e r s P l a n n e r s S u r v e y o r s

www.jdscivil.com

The leader in civil engineering 

and surveying providing 

professional state-of-the-art 

services, commitment to 

e x c e l l e n c e ,  a n d  t i m e l y  

responsiveness.

A  K  E  L  
ENGI-

Water Resources  

Infrastructure Modeling  

and Master Planning 

Tony Akel, P.E. 
Principal 

Phone: 559.436.0600 
Fax:     559.436.0622 
Cell:     559.593.5937 
Email: takel@akeleng.com 

7433 N. First St. Suite 103 
Fresno, California 93720 

www.akeleng.com 
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* Geotechnical Engineering           * Engineering Geology
* Geo-Earthquake Engineering       * Hydrogeology
* Seismic Hazards Evaluation            * Seismic Geology
* Soil Dynamics/Vibrations                 * Forensic Studies

525 N Cabrillo Park Drive, Suite 280
Santa Ana, California  92701

Phone: (714) 796-9100;  FAX: (714) 796-9191
Web Site: www.geopentech.com

P r o F E s s i o n a l  d i r E c t o r Y
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

w
  w

  w
  .

  a
  e

  i
  -

  c
  a

  s
  c

  .
  c

  o
  m

 

w w w . a e i - c a s c . c o m 

CORPORATE OFFICE 
937 S. Via Lata, Suite 500 
Colton, CA 92324 
(909) 783-0101 

Offices throughout California 

CIVIL ENGINEERING 

PLANNING 

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING 

SURVEYING 

LIN Consulting, Inc.
Traffic, Civil and Electrical Consulting Engineers

   William Sun, P.E., T.E.
Senior Project Manager

21660 E. Copley Drive, #270,  Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4173
Tel (909) 396-6850 ext. 105 • Fax (909) 396-8150

E-mail: wsun@linconsulting.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Geotechnical Engineering 
Engineering Geology 
Environmental Consulting 
Materials Testing & Inspections 

Offices throughout California 
Los Angeles Area Office (818) 901-8075 

www.earthsystems.com 

EARTH SYSTEMS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Geotechnical Engineering 
Engineering Geology 
Environmental Consulting 
Materials Testing & Inspections 

Offices throughout California 
Los Angeles Area Office (818) 901-8075 

www.earthsystems.com 

EARTH SYSTEMS 

AECOM…Enhancing the world’s built, 
natural and social environments.

www.aecom.com

land development

entitlement services

survey & mapping

water quality assurance

eco-adaptive® design

sustainable engineering

GIS & 3D visualization

www.fuscoe.com
949.474.1960  OC 213.542.4260  LA
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� WATER
� WASTEWATER
� RECYCLED WATER
� STORM WATER

STEWART

I N C O R P O R A T E D

E N G I N E E R I N G C O N S U L T A N T S

&
KRIEGER

R i v e r s i d e , C A  � ( 9 5 1 ) 6 8 4 - 6 9 0 0
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LGC Valley, Inc. 
Geotechnical Consulting 

Matthew Hawley, PG, CEG 
President

28532 Constellation Road
Valencia, CA 91355      Mobile 805-404-6103
Phone 661-702-8474         mhawley@lgcgeo.com
Fax 661-702-8475      www.lgcgeo.com

LGC Valley, Inc. 
Geotechnical Consulting 

Matthew Hawley, PG, CEG 
President

28532 Constellation Road
Valencia, CA 91355      Mobile 805-404-6103
Phone 661-702-8474         mhawley@lgcgeo.com
Fax 661-702-8475      www.lgcgeo.com

LGC Valley, Inc. 
Geotechnical Consulting 

Matthew Hawley, PG, CEG 
President

28532 Constellation Road
Valencia, CA 91355      Mobile 805-404-6103
Phone 661-702-8474         mhawley@lgcgeo.com
Fax 661-702-8475      www.lgcgeo.com

357 N. Sheridan St. 117
Corona, CA  92880
Tel: (909) 279-1800
Fax: (909) 279-4380
Email: ka@kaengineering.com

• Engineering
• Land Planning
• Surveying

O S B O R N

F A L L A H I
Engineering, Inc.
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Land Development Consultants 
Cost Estimating 
Construction Management 
Dry Utility Consulting/Coordination 
Public/Private Bid Administration 
CFD Administration 
Electric/Telephone Applicant Designs 
Expert Witness/Litigation Support 
SBE, DBE, WBE Certified  
 

Office: 714-751-5557    Contact:  
1516 Brookhollow Drive   Marji Knitter, President – mknitter@moote.com   or 
Santa Ana, CA 92705    Mike McGovern, PE, FASCE – mmcgovern@moote.com 

Paul A. Moote & Associates, Inc  www.moote.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEADQUARTERS
17520 Newhope Street, Suite 200 | Fountain Valley, California  92708

main: 714.481.7300   fax: 714.481.7299
ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS:

PHOENIX, AZ • BEIJING, CHINA • CAIRO, EGYPT • MOSCOW, RUSSIA

WWW.PACEWATER.COM

• Water / Wastewater
• Manmade Lakes / Streams
   Fountains / Pools

• Stormwater Management
• River Engineering

• River / Wetland
   Restoration

ADVANCED WATER ENGINEERING
...in partnership with nature

Debanik Chaudhuri
Chief Geotechnical Engineer

562.426.3355  phone
562.426.6424  fax                 
562.355.8635  cell      
dchaudhuri@twininglabs.com
www.twininglabs.com

2883 East Spring Street
Suite 300
Long Beach, CA 90806

www.psomas.com

Providing innovative, timely and cost e�ective
solutions to today’s design challenges through
personalized client service

www.RBF.com

PLANNING   DESIGN   CONSTRUC TION

O�ces located throughout California, Arizona and Nevada     800-479-3808

P r o F E s s i o n a l  d i r E c t o r Y
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

MATERIALS SUBMISSION INfORMATION
All graphic materials submitted for use in the ASCe newsletter should 
have all fonts outlined, and links included; ePS or Pdf files preferred. 
Other formats are Adobe Indesign or Adobe Illustrator (any version); 
additional acceptable file formats are JPeg or tIff files (minimum 300 
dpi). Images embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent 
separately, at a minimum resolution of 300 dpi at the display size de-
sired. Collected files, including links and fonts, should be compressed 
and e-mailed, or sent on Cd or Zip disk (provide return address). Busi-
ness cards can be submitted electronically as well, or send clean, 
crisp, B&W laser print, unfolded. this publication’s size is 8½ʺ × 11̋ .

D E D I C AT I O N  T O  S E R V I C E ®

C I V I L  E N G I N E E R I N G

C O N S T R U C T I O N  M A N A G E M E N T

L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T U R E

M E C H A N I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G

P L A N N I N G

P U B L I C  W O R K S  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

S U R V E Y I N G  /  G I S  S O L U T I O N S

WAT E R  R E S O U R C E S
8 0 5  5 4 4 - 4 0 1 1
w w w . w a l l a c e g r o u p . u s

Hayim Ninyo
Ted Miyake

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442   Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail:  hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

Hydrology/Hydraulics/EnvironmEntal softwarE

AdvAnced engineering
SoftwAre

P.o. Box 4962
gArden grove, cA  92842-4962

tel/fAx: (714) 780-8990
TO REVIEW AES PROGRAM FEATURES AND CAPABILITIES, 

VISIT:

http://www.advancedengineeringsoftware.com
•  Software written/supported by autHors of tHE Hydrology manuals.

•  Software used throughout Southern California since 1980 
by private and government agency engineers.

•  Used to develop 55 City-Wide and County-Wide Master Plans 
of Drainage throughout California.

AES Program Developers & Support: 
Theodore V. Hromadka II, Ph.D., Ph.D., Ph.D., P.E., P.H., LG, Professor 
Emeritus, CSUF; Johannes J. DeVries, Ph.D., P.E., Faculty, UC Davis; 

Howard H. Chang, Ph.D., P.E., Professor, SDSU; 
Paolo Zanetti, Ph.D., QEP, President, EnviroCOMP; 

Robert J. Whitley, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine; 
Carlos Brebbia, Ph.D., Director, Wessex Institute of Technology; 

Gary Guymon, Ph.D., P.E., Professor Emeritus, UC Irvine.

2 3 0 5  C h i c a g o  A v e n u e  -  R i v e r s i d e  -  C A  -  9 2 5 0 7
P h .  ( 9 5 1 )  6 8 0 - 0 4 4 0  -  F a x  ( 9 5 1 )  6 8 0 - 0 4 9 0

w w w . t k e e n g i n e e r i n g . c o m

Civil - Planning - Water Resources - Inspection
Surveying - Construction Management - Program Management

Architecture - Environmental - Landscape Architecture

17991 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614
Phone (949) 442-2442  Fax (949) 476-8322

E-Mail:  hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

Hayim Ninyo
Ted Miyake

Community  |  Civic & Public Safety  |  Education  |  Recreation  |  Urban
architects | engineers | landscape architects | planners | surveyors

P: (805) 543-1794  |  www.rrmdesign.com

Mestre Greve Associates

Contacts: Matt Jones, P.E.
Fred Greve, P.E.

27812 El Lazo Road
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Tel: (949) 349-0671
www.mgal.com   

 
Attorneys at Law 

 

www.weildrage.com 
 

Serving the Design Professional community in a wide 
range of construction and business-related matters. 

 
   California         ●         Nevada         ●          Arizona 
(949) 837-8200                (702) 314-1905               (602) 971-0159 
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Please contact ASCE Membership at 
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

PoStmaSter:   thiS ContainS time-SenSitive materialS.
  PleaSe deliver PromPtly.

NON-PROfIT
U.S. POSTAGE

Paid
PERMIT NO. 1441

Santa ana, Ca

This newsletter is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC)-certified paper using 
soy-based ink. 

Please send all copy to the editor by
the first of the month preceding publication.

identification statement
 ASCe Newsletter, (ISSN 0273-6233) 
 is published monthly by ASCe, 
 Los Angeles Section, 1405 Warner Ave. 
 tustin, California 92780. Subscription price 
 included in Section dues of $45.

circulation
 Circulated monthly (except for a joint 
 July/August issue) to the 5,000 subscribing 

members of the Los Angeles Section, ASCe.

advertising rates    
EmploymEnt Ads displAy Ads

$75/column inch 1/8 page $150
  1/4 page $250
  1/2 page $415
  1 page $690

profEssionAl dirEctory

$350 per business card for a full year 
(Additional fees may be applied for typesetting. 
Please call for information.)

position WAntEd Ads

No cost to L.A. Section members.

for more advertising and billing information, 
please contact gayle Stewart at (714) 258-8306 
or gstewart@associationplanet.com

National ASCe (800) 548-2723 (ASCe)
Access National ASCe at: www.asce.org

L.A. Section web site at: www.ascelasection.org

neWSletter information 
Publisher
 ASCe LA Section
 gayle Stewart
 1405 Warner Ave., Suite B
 tustin, CA 92780
 Phone (714) 258-8306
 fax (714) 258-8391
 e-mail:  gStewart@associationplanet.com

Editor
 dr. Cris B. Liban, P.e.
 LACMtA
 One gateway Plaza
 Mail Stop 99-17-2
 Los Angeles, CA 90012
 Phone (213) 922-2471
 fAX (213) 922-6875
 e-mail:  cliban@UCLAlumni.net
 typesetting, Layout & Printing: the Center quickprint

asce Officers and directOrs Of the LOs angeLes sectiOn, fY 2011-2012
President John Hogan, P.e. Hall & foreman, Inc. 714-665-4507 jhogan@hfinc.com

President-elect Michael thornton, P.e. t K e engineering Inc.                   951-680-0440 mthornton@tkeengineering.com

Past President gregory Heiertz, P.e. Irvine ranch Water district 949-453-5560 heiertz@irwd.com

Secretary Janice Horcasitas, P.e.  City of Bakersfield 661-326-3607 jhorcasi@bakersfieldcity.us

treasurer Kathereen Shinkai, P.e. LPA 949-701-4033 kathereen.shinkai@gmail.com

Vice-President Student Activities gregg fiegel, Phd, P.e. Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 805-756-1307 gfiegel@calpoly.edu

Vice-President technical groups  Bill flores, P.e. Hdr engineering, Inc. 951-320-7311 bill.flores@hdrinc.com

desert Area Clarence Martin, P.e. City of L.A. department of Water and Power 760-873-0342 Clarence.Martin@ladwp.com

Metropolitan Los Angeles  Marlon Calderon, P.e. City of LA, Bureau of engineering 213-473-6233 marlon.calderon@lacity.org

Orange County Branch  Josh Nelson, P.e. M.ASCe CNC engineering 626-333-0336 Jnelson@cc-eng.com

San Bernardino/riverside Counties  rita escobar AeCOM 714-567-2498 rita.escobar@aecom.com 

San Luis Obispo  Vallerie Huff, P.e. Wallace group 805-544-4011 valerieh@wallacegroup.us

Santa Barbara/Ventura Counties  Marta Alvarez, P.e., P.L.S. y.C.e. engineering & Surveying 805-650-6995 yce-mya@pacbell.net

Southern San Joaquin  Jay Schlosser, P.e. AeCOM 661-325-7253 Jay.schlosser@aecom.com

younger Member forum  Amber girard CH2MHill 213-228-8207 Amber.girard@CH2M.com

Life Member forum Larry Lewis, P.e.  retired / City of Los Angeles 562-927-2088 ML3Lewis@aol.com

region 9 governor Jay Higgins, P.e. UrS Corporation 818-406-4896 jay_higgins@urscorp.com

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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