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Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a great holiday season
with family and friends and ready to take on 2017 as a year
of prosperity. Many economists are telling us to expect 2017
as a good economic year. I hope that we will all have a great
year in our work and health. The 2016 year was a great
year for many of us with the civil engineering field being
very busy. This month, I wanted to focus on what I think is
very exciting for our engineering community. Last month, I
mentioned that there is an IMAX® movie coming out called
“Dream Big: Engineering Wonders of the World.” This is in
partnership with MacGillivray Freeman films, and presented by the Bechtel Corporation.
ASCE will be doing a premier on giant-screen theaters throughout the nation in February
during Engineer’s Week. For the Los Angeles Section members, the movie premier is on
Friday, February 17th at the California Science Center. Many members in the Section are
already working on ways to promote the movie and I am personally speaking to several
key individuals from the Society, MacGillivray Freeman films and also DiscoverE.
Dream Big leverages the scale of the giant screen to showcase engineering projects
worldwide. From Dubai’s skyscrapers to the bridges soaring through the clouds, people
of all ages will be able to experience the massive scale and environment that challenge
engineers every day. Dream Big showcases the ingenuity needed to create engineering
marvels as well as the compassion that drives engineers to create better lives for all.
This movie is a huge deal for the engineering community and I really want us to spread
the word. This is a repeat on my last article, but I think it is important for us to be able
to tell our story of civil engineering and also get the younger generation interested in our
field. During the recession, many civil engineers ended up going to a different field or
moving out of California. In busy times such as last year, many companies had a difficult
time finding experienced people with seven to ten years of experience since many left
the profession. As infrastructure needs to be built, we will need more civil engineers and
we need to be the ones making sure that the civil engineering profession is continuing to
grow. Dream Big aims to motivate a new generation of engineers and offers everyone
the opportunity to experience engineering in a fresh and exciting way.
“ASCE has indicated that combined with educational programming and powerful media,
Dream Big will:
o Inform the public about the important work engineers do, helping to heighten
		 interest and change perceptions about the profession.
o Inspire young people to consider careers in engineering.
o Answer the demand for K-12 engineering education resources, in alignment with
		 the Next Generation Science Standards.”
I personally saw the rough cut and many previews of the movie and was inspired. I can’t
wait to actually see the movie in IMAX. The film focused on different engineering projects
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State Investments and Legislative Update
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

by Richard Markuson, CA Region 9 Legislative Advocate
The white paper was developed in response to a September 7
meeting between the water sector and the Honorable Ernest Moniz,
Secretary of Energy, to discuss policy and research priorities.”

The Legislature convened its 2017-2018
session on December 5, 2016. The
special transportation session called
by Brown two years ago expired at the
end of November with nothing to show.

Public Policy Institute of California released California’s Water.
“Managing water remains one of the great challenges for California.
Population growth, a shifting climate, and declining ecosystem health
are putting pressure on the state’s water supply and flood management
systems. New policies are needed to address these challenges. This
briefing kit highlights some of the most pressing issues, including:
climate change and water, the Colorado River, energy and water,
managing droughts, paying for water, preparing for floods, protecting
headwaters, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, storing water,
water for cities, water for the environment, [and] water for farms.”

Transportation stakeholders received a
letter from the Governor and Legislative
Leaders announcing that there will be
no lame-duck session. Once again, the
transportation issue will be put over for
another year and a legislative solution
must wait until the new Legislature begins work in earnest in January.
Recent Reports

Air Resources Board has released results from the Nov. 19 capand-trade auction for carbon allowance credits, the third quarterly
auction of 2016, held jointly with Quebec, reports 87 million credits
of 2015/16 vintage were offered at $12.73 each and 76.9 million of
them were sold; also reports 10 million credits of 2019 vintage were
offered at $12.73 each and 1 million of them were sold. Summary here.

PSE Healthy Energy released Hazard Assessment of Chemical
Additives Used in Oil Fields that Reuse Produced Water for Agricultural
Irrigation, Livestock Watering, and Groundwater Recharge in The San
Joaquin Valley of California: Preliminary Results. Oil-field produced
water has been used to irrigate crops in the Central Valley since the mid1990s. “Here we report the preliminary findings of our analysis of the
chemical data disclosed in response to… orders from the CVRWQCB
[Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board]. In this preliminary
analysis, we provide the list of chemicals reported in the context of
their acute mammalian and ecological toxicities, biodegradability,
bioaccumulation potential, carcinogenicity, and whether chemicals
are included on specific chemical priority lists. The purpose of this
analysis is to identify potential chemicals of concern as a first step
prior to more complete human health and environmental hazard and
risk analyses.” Findings suggest that using oilfield wastewater to
irrigate crops poses no significant threat, but more research is needed.
Bulletin of the Seismological Society of America
released Potentially Induced Earthquakes during the Early
Twentieth Century in the Los Angeles Basin. This study looks at
the historical impact of oil drilling in the Los Angeles Basin and
suggests a potential tie to earthquakes that happened at that
time. “Our results suggest that significant earthquakes in southern
California during the early twentieth century might have been
associated with industry practices that are no longer employed
(i.e., production without water reinjection), and do not necessarily
imply a high likelihood of induced earthquakes at the present time.”
Water Research Foundation released The Energy-Water
Nexus: A Plan for Collaboration Between the Department of
Energy and Water Sector. This paper contains a set of research
and policy recommendations to the Department of Energy from
eight water sector associations. “The white paper provides (1) an
overview of the water-energy nexus, (2) successful water-energy
programs and partnerships, (3) policy and research gaps in the
water-energy nexus, and (4) recommendations and next steps.
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and showed how kids are currently involved in different engineering
activities that are fun but also educational. I would recommend this
45-minute movie to people of all ages and give it a thumbs up! For
more information on Engineers Week and also the Dream Big movie
screening locations, please visit http://www.asce.org/event/2017/
engineers-week/ and http://www.asce.org/dream-big/. Please
spread the word to your coworkers, friends, and neighbors and have
them all check out the movie when it comes out at the California
Science Center. It will totally be worth it.

on DiscoverE which promotes over 50 different Dream Big activities.
This can be accessed at http://www.discovere.org/dreambig. On
this site, there are activities such as building a magnetic levitating
train on a magnetic track, designing a paper tower that can withstand
wind, and building a 3D model of a watershed to name a few. The
activities are associated with different engineering disciplines and is
designed to show that the engineering field is creative, rewarding and
plays an important role in our everyday life. I encourage you and/or
your kids to check it out!

As we ramp up on Dream Big, we will also be looking for volunteers!
Our various Branches in the Los Angeles Section is looking at having
different activities throughout the year, but in particular during
Engineer’s Week and the premier in February, we are hoping to join
efforts with other engineering organizations and do an Engineering
Festival at the California Science Center. More information will be
sent as details become finalized.

We also need to focus our attention on our University Students. Even
though we have Practitioner Advisors for each of the schools, we
still need other members to help. Students are thirsty for knowledge
and are looking for ways into the field through either an internship or
mentor willing to talk to take an interest. They want to hear about real
world experiences. If you are interested in being a speaker at one
of the school’s general meetings please let me know. If any of you
are interested in volunteering or have any suggestions or comments,
please feel free to contact me. ASCE is a nonprofit organization
and we can be only sustained by you! The more we can promote
engineering, the better we will be together.

We really need to get kids interested in civil engineering at an early age
so they can be open to the option of a career in our field or at least be
educated enough about it to understand the importance of what our
field accomplishes via projects around the world. There is a web-site
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Time:
6:00 pm

Location:
OCTA
550 S. Main St.
Santa Ana, 92868
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Everyone is welcome

Cordially Invites You to the

LIFE MEMBER BRUNCH
March 4, 2017
In honor of those members who have advanced to
Life Member status in the society and in recognition of their career achievements.

Keynote Speaker:
ASCE Society President-Elect
Kristina Swallow, P.E., ENV SP, F.ASCE

Members & Guests: $35.00 per person
Students: $25.00 ($20 refunded at event)
Full Table Sponsor: $350.00
(4 seats for Sponsor & 6 for Honored Life Members/Students)

Half Table Sponsor - $175.00
(2 seats for Sponsor & 3 for Honored Life Members/Students)

Monterey Hill Steakhouse
3700 W. Ramona Blvd.
Monterey Park, CA 91754
Reception: 11:00 am

Brunch: 11:30 am

Program: 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm

Lunch: Chicken Chardonnay, Vegetarian available

Reservation must be received by Friday, February 24, 2017.

————–——————–————RETURN COUPON——–—————————–———
Return coupon and check to:
ASCE Los Angeles Section, 1405 Warner Ave., Ste. B, Tustin, CA 92780

Name (for name tag): _____________________________________________________
Firm: ______________________________________Phone: (

) _________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________State: ________Zip: ______________
Guest Name(s) (for name tag): ______________________________________________
Check is enclosed for $ ____________ for _______guest(s)/member(s)/table.
# of chicken ________ # of vegetarian _________
Register online at www.ascelasection.org.
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New Year Happenings in Region 9
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

by Kwame A. Agyare, P.E., ENV SP, M. ASCE, ASCE Region 9 At-Large Governor, and Vice-Chair, Region 9 Board of Governors
Happy New Year! On behalf of the Board
of Governors of ASCE’s Region 9, I would
like to wish everyone the very best for the
coming year 2017. The holiday season
typically marks the time when engineers
take time out of their busy schedules to
enjoy being with family and friends, and
also celebrate the accomplishments of
the past year. I hope that many of you
were able to find the time to celebrate the
spirit of the season, and to begin to look
forward to the New Year. I spent part of
this holiday period visiting with some younger member groups in the
San Francisco Bay Area, and the spirit of the season was evident in
all the activities being held. Sections, Branches, and YMFs all over
the State have held holiday events this past month, and I sincerely
hope that many of you were able to attend a few of these events.

building, to a bridge higher than the clouds, and a solar car race
across Australia. The film shows more than the ingenuity behind
these marvels—it reveals the heart that drives engineers to create
better lives for people worldwide. The Dream Big movie will premiere
during Engineers Week at several specific locations around California
and throughout the country. For more information on Engineers
Week and also the Dream Big movie screening locations, please visit
http://www.asce.org/event/2017/engineers-week/ and
http://
www.asce.org/dream-big/
Innovation – Grand Challenge
The 2017 ASCE Innovation Contest was developed as a part of
the ASCE Grand Challenge (http://www.ascegrandchallenge.com)
and is a springboard for forward-looking infrastructure ideas. The
contest is an avenue to transform our nation’s infrastructure, and
brings together the best ideas, projects, and theories, for how to
build a better future. In 2016, the contest drew entries from across
the globe, and submissions were judged by a panel of 22 experts
spanning the industry. There were 15 winners, with four proposals
honored for special awards. These entries included: “Rise of the
Drones: How Unmanned Surveying Can Help Make Our Coasts
Resilient” (Greatest Impact on Achieving the Grand Challenge); “Big
Picture Resilience via Ocean Forests” (Best New Concept); “Advanced
Drone Technology to Handle Disaster in Underground Construction
and Mining Sites” (Best Student Innovation, tie); and “Capitalizing on
the Internet of Things to Promote Water Conservation” (Best Student
Innovation, tie). The 2017 contest has 5 topics: Innovative Business
Models and Technologies; The Internet of Things; Sustainable (Green)
Engineering; Resilience; Next-Generation Transportation. A call for
entries is currently underway, and closes at midnight on March 1,
2017. For more information on how to enter, please go to https://
ascegrandchallenge.com/innovation-contest/

The turn of the year is also a good time for engineers to plan ahead,
and to seek out additional opportunities for volunteer participation
and professional growth. Here are a few upcoming ASCE-related
events and opportunities that you may want to participate in, or take
advantage of:
2017 Multi-Regional Leadership Conference for Regions 8 & 9
The 2017 Multi-Region Leadership Conference (MRLC) for Regions
8 & 9 will be held in Los Angeles, from January 13-14. Depending
on when your Section’s January newsletter is typically published,
this event may have already been held. The MRLC comprises the
Workshop for Section and Branch Leaders (WSBL), the Western
Region Younger Member Council (WRYMC), and the Workshop for
Student Chapter Leaders (WSCL). The event provides for collaboration
between these groups, and serves as a forum to provide leadership
training and ASCE updates on a regional level. The event also fosters
an interchange of ideas, information, and experiences, and exposes
participants to the tools needed to be effective leaders. The 2017
event is being held at the Los Angeles Hotel -Downtown, and several
field trips are available including tours of the Griffith Observatory,
NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Metro Regional Connector Transit
Project, and the Sixth Street Aqueduct. For more information on the
MRLC, please visit http://www.wrymc2017.com/

ASCE Student Scholarships and Fellowships
Did you know that ASCE has a Society-level scholarship and
fellowship awards program? These Society-level awards represent
additional prospects for student funding and support. Applicants
need only to be an ASCE student member to apply! Applications are
now being accepted for scholarships and fellowships to be awarded
in the 2017-18 fiscal year. Award funds are distributed during the
fall of each academic year, typically in October. Students selected to
receive a 2017-18 scholarship or fellowship must be enrolled in an
undergraduate or graduate degree program during that academic year.
The deadline for receipt of applications for the current award cycle is
approaching quickly. This deadline is February 10, 2017. You may
learn more about the different scholarships and fellowships available
by visiting the ASCE websites: ASCE Scholarships (undergraduate
student assistance):
http://www.asce.org/Scholarships/;
and for ASCE Fellowships (graduate student assistance): h t t p : / /
www.asce.org/ASCE_Fellowships/

Engineers Week and the Dream Big Movie
The annual week-long National Engineers Week event will be held
from February 17-25, 2017, all around the country. This is the week
in which we particularly celebrate how engineers make a difference
in our world. Other goals for the week include seeking to increase
public dialogue about the need for engineers, and working to further
help bring engineering into the lives of kids, educators, and parents.
Undoubtedly, one of the highlights of this year’s event is the premier
of the movie Dream Big! Dream Big: Engineering Wonders of the
World is a new film for IMAX® and giant screen theaters that will
take viewers on a journey of discovery, from the world’s tallest
Los Angeles Section
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If you have any questions or need further information, please feel free
to contact me at agyare.kwame@gmail.com.
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ADVANCED ENGINEERING SOFTWARE
                    
    
                        
                         
    
   
    
                   

            
         

Software written & supported by the
AUTHORS OF THE COUNTY MANUALS

CREATE.
ENHANCE.
SUSTAIN.

www.aecom.com

With offices throughout Southern California, we
deliver expert solutions for our clients.

advancedengineeringsoftware.com
SD: (760) 510-5940, OC: (657) 229-0090

515 S. Flower Street, 4th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90071
P + 1.213.330.7200

Serving California’s Energy Future Today
Utilities

Oil and Gas

Renewables

Helping Agencies

Government

Get Through the
Piles of NPDES
Requirements for

Providing Excellent Service for 50 Years

over 20 Years.
www.aei-casc.com

Planning

C

ll

W-

Permitting

Surveying

www.CHJConsultants.com
Victorville

www.npdes-training.com

|

Colton

(909) 824 - 7311

|

Palm Desert

Vik Bapna

PE, CPSWQ, QSD/P
Principal

TRANSPORTATION
WATER RESOURCES

Certiﬁed 8(a), DBE, MBE, SBE

LAND DEVELOPMENT

Oﬃce
(714) 526-7500 x212
Mobile (714) 262-0180
Fax
(714) 526-7004
vbapna@cwecorp.com

SURVEYING GEOMATICS

ENERGY

1561 E. Orangethorpe Avenue
Suite 240
Fullerton, CA 92831
www.cwecorp.com
ENGINEERING

Engineering

Compliance Inspections Water Quality Monitoring
BMP Design Plan Checking Training
Program Management Annual & TMDL Reporting
www.cascinc.com

CALIFORNIA LOCATIONS

Los Angeles | Ontario | San Diego
Santa Clarita | Temecula | Tustin | Victorville

 WATER  ENVIRONMENTAL

GENTERRA

MARINE SERVICES

800.721.1916
www.deainc.com

Consultants, Inc.

Joseph J. Kulikowski, P.E., G.E.

President and Senior Principal Enginee r

* Geotechnical Engineering
* Geo-Earthquake Engineering
* Seismic Hazards Evaluation
* Soil Dynamics/Vibrations

15375 Barranca Parkway, Building L
Irvine, California 92618
Tel: 949.753.8766
Fax: 949.753.8887
joekul@genterra.com
www.genterra.com

* Engineering Geology
* Hydrogeology
* Seismic Geology
* Forensic Studies

525 N Cabrillo Park Drive, Suite 280
Santa Ana, California 92701
Phone: (714) 796-9100; FAX: (714) 796-9191
Web Site: www.geopentech.com

CIVIL ENGINEERING • GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING • DAMS AND LEVEES
OFFICES IN NO. & SO. CALIFORNIA, COLORADO AND PENNSYLVANIA

SERVICES PROVIDED NATIONWIDE

Geotechnical Stabilization, Inc.

IS NOW

Amer R. Al-Alusi, P.E.
President
alusi@gsigrout.com

Chemical Grouting
PressGrout Piles

800.721.1916

Compaction Grouting
Helical Piers

1566 Sterling Court ■ Escondido, CA 92029-1208
Phone (760) 489-6696 ■ Fax (760) 489-6697

www.deainc.com
www.hfinc.com
CALIFORNIA LOCATIONS: Los Angeles • Ontario • Sacramento • San Diego
Santa Barbara • Santa Clarita • Temecula • Tustin • Victorville

KIEWIT INFRASTRUCTURE WEST CO.

10704 Shoemaker Ave., Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
(562) 946-1816
www.kiewit.com

Irvine
Bakersfield
Los Angeles
Palm Desert
Rancho Cucamonga
San Diego
Santa Clarita
Temecula
Ventura
www.leightongroup.com
Thomas C. Benson, Jr., PE, GE | President and CEO

We Make a Difference

Planning/Urban Design • Transportation/Traffic
Land Development • Water Resources • Structures
Survey/Mapping • Public Works • Surface Water
801 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 250, Los Angeles, CA 90017
Don Sepulveda, P.E., (213) 797-5985

Geotechnical | Environmental | Testing and Inspection

Hayim Ninyo
Ninyo
Hayim
Ted
Miyake
Ted Miyake
17991
92614
17991Fitch,
Fitch,Irvine,
Irvine, CA
CA 92614
Phone(949)
(949)442-2442
442-2442 Fax
Fax (949)
Phone
(949) 476-8322
476-8322
E-Mail:hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
hninyo@nmggeotechnical.com
E-Mail:
www.nmggeotechnical.com
www.nmggeotechnical.com

4801 Airport Plaza Drive, Long Beach, CA 90815
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P: (805) 543-1794 | www.rrmdesign.com

Community | Civic & Public Safety | Education | Recreation | Urban
architects | engineers | landscape architects | planners | surveyors

We bring
infrastructure
projects to life
Design with community in mind

stantec.com

SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE
CALL FOR MEMBERS

http://www.ascelasection.org /main/groups/sustainability_committee

Conference calls on every 2 nd
Thursday of the month
To join our email list
Please contact:
Jason Zhang , PE , ENV SP
626‐458‐3138
jzhang@dpw.lacounty.gov

............................................................................
Reminder:
Copy deadline for the February 2017 issue is January 1, 2017; copy
deadline for the March 2017 issue is February 1, 2017.
............................................................................
National ASCE (800) 548-2723 (ASCE)
Access National ASCE at: www.asce.org
L.A. Section web site at:
www.ascelasection.org
Los Angeles Section
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MATERIALS SUBMISSION INFORMATION
All graphic materials submitted for use in the ASCE newsletter should
have all fonts outlined, and links included; EPS or PDF files preferred.
Other formats are Adobe InDesign or Adobe Illustrator (any version);
additional acceptable file formats are JPEG or TIFF files (minimum 300
dpi). Images embedded in Microsoft Word documents should be sent
separately, at a minimum resolution of 300 dpi at the display size desired.
Collected files, including links and fonts, should be compressed and
e-mailed, or sent on CD or Zip disk (provide return address). Business
cards can be submitted electronically as well, or send clean, crisp, B&W
laser print, unfolded. This publication’s size is 8½” × 11”.
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1405 Warner Ave.
Suite B
Tustin, CA 92780

Postmaster: This contains time-sensitive materials.
Please deliver promptly.
®

Please contact ASCE Membership at
1-800-548-ASCE for any address changes.

This newsletter is printed on
Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC)-certified paper using
soy-based ink.
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ASCE LA Section
Gayle Stewart
1405 Warner Ave., Suite B
Tustin, CA 92780
Phone (714) 258-8306
Fax
(714) 258-8391
E-mail: GStewart@associationplanet.com

Editor

Dr. Cris B. Liban, P.E.
LACMTA
One Gateway Plaza
Mail Stop 99-17-2
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone (213) 922-2471
FAX
(213) 922-6875
E-mail: cliban@alumni.ucla.edu

Employment Ads	Display Ads
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Identification Statement

ASCE Newsletter, (ISSN 0273-6233)
is published monthly by ASCE,
Los Angeles Section, 1405 Warner Ave.
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Circulation
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Please call for information.)

Position Wanted Ads
No cost to L.A. Section members.
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